ROBERT FENN WARREN WYATT 7. WALKER TAPE #k4

Mr, WARREN® This is Tepe #l of conversation with Reverend W. T,
Walker, Mareh 18 « gontinue,

Mr., WALKER: I was sbout to «

RPW: The erowd following the demonstrators in Birmingham,

WW: TYes, I was referring particularly to the Satwrday before the
truce. On that Priday there had been some roeckethrowing by specta-
tors, and we felt -

RPW: White spectators?

¥Wt DNo - no, Fegro spectators.

RPWs At whon?

WWe A% the policemesn,

RPWs At pelice.

WW: Yes. And thig did not grow out of the demonstration per se,
but at the policemen's insistence to make them move back, pgot up on
the ecurb - just rough trestment generally - and they resented it.
And I think a woman or so were strusk, and gso out of & erowd o &
thousand pecple some rocks and dbricks came. So in response to this
we feolt that in order not to have the noneviolent thrust scarred by
rock~throwing which, if the demonstration originated at the Sixteenth
Street Chureh it would neturally draw the crowd, So what we did that
moraning, we bogen to distribute our demonstrators to other points in
the elty, to other shurches, and they left the church in twos and
threes., And that day, even though there were some three or four
hundred arrested, not & single demonstration originated at the
Sixteenth Street Chureh. Well, we cculdnt't let the spectators lmow
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what we werec doing, nor did we want the police partisularly to lkmow,
because what happened, our picketers were beginning to show up down
there, they were doun at the town hall, they were over at Sears &
Rosbuck - they were just coming from 2ll guarters, coming from the
train station, And the police eouldn't figure out where they werse
coming from because they were not leaving the church in line as they
had been., Bul the spectators walted from; say, 11 thet morning «
which was an off day - until about L that afternoen - you kmow,
waiting to ses come action, waiting to see the demonstrators., And
none ever appeared, 5o they had gathered in the park, which iz &
shaded ares, and the firemen had set up thelr hoses at two corners
of the pari, one on Fifth Street and one cn Sixth Street. And the
mood was like & Roman holiday - it wes festive - there wasn't anye
body among the speetators who were angry, and they had waited so¢
long and it was beginning to get dark now - s0 somebody heaved a
brick because they lknew that - in fact they had been saying, Turan
the water hose on - turn the water hoss on - and Bo

- then somebody threw 2 brick and he started turning them on - gee,
So they just danced and played in the hoge spray - this famous pig-
ture of them holding hands - it was Jjust a2 frdlie of them trying te
stand and some of them wore getting knoeked dowm
by the hose - they'd get up and run basck and 1t would slide them
along the pavement. Then they began bringing the hose up frem the
other comor, and instead of Negroes they ran to the hose
« it was a hollday for them. And this went on for a couple of hours,
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It was & joke, really., All in good humer and good spirit. Hot

any vitriolic response on the part of even the Negro spectaiors.
Whieh o me, again, was an example of the changing spirit, you
know, When Negroes onge had been cowsd in the presence of policew
men and maybe water hoses - here they had complete disdalin ~ they
made & joke out of 1%,

RPW: VWhat lkind of peeple were in this crowd ¢

Wyt Mostly marginal and subemarginal 1iivérs - people who came in
from -

RM: The very poor?

WW: Yes, the very poor,

RPW: Were they townm people or country pecple?

W¥: Both.

RPWt Both

WW: Primarily I would say townspeople, who did - were not ineclined
to get inte the movement per se, you lmow - to take the training and
what not. With all of the more than thirtyefour hundred people whe
went to jail there was hardly en instance of anybody going %o jail
who was not signed up, whose actual record was not made and who

did not recelive two hours of knatruction,

RW: Thirtyefour hundred people?

WW: Yes. 4 tremendous administrative responsibility, but we m
1t, Nobody will ever lkmow, I guess, until I get my Birmingham diary
‘finished of what really went into Birmingham, But it's an operation
that I was proud to have & part in, wh&chl take a great deal of
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pride in - this smoothness with whieh it operated,

RW: Albany 1z - episode is coming in for eriticism of one mort

or ancther,

WW: Vell, revelutions are not dissclved in a single battle, Ale
bany had no apparent galns per se, but in that paper that I gave
you, publighed by the New York University, I document the gradusl

= not gradual, but the perceptive change in the city fathers in
finfopom the iy position that they took at the veginming,
closing down of publie facilities, the integration of publie
schools, the abridging of constitutional rights guarenteed under
the First Amendment - at every point they approximated their former
inflexible pogition whereams the Negro did not have any positive gains
that were visible, Yet, the system of ase¢pregation has besn susscess-
fully challenged, and I think the story of Albany is not over yet -
in fact we have something going on there new, Ve still have & movee
ment. The fast that the Albany movemen oxists in the life of the
Negre at all is different,

RFW: You kmow Lomax's analysis of that, of course?
Ims.{s Lomax?
WW: Yes - ¢an I say something sbout /Aumrismmiyata - one of

the most infermed chroniclers of the Nsgro movement slive. ’echani-
eally, Lou Lomax 1s a good writer, but Lou lacks integrity, and I
would say this as quiekly to him as é gg to you, It is difficult to
believe, but I can dooument it, that/all of the pages that Lou Lomax
wrote sbout Albeny, Georgia ~ could you bellieve that he never m
his foot in the town? With all of the pages that he wrote about
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Martin Luther fing, Jr. - could you belisve he never onee intorviewed
him? And some people think :2-: b:ybmtuim of Lou is because bthey
felt he gave me a bad treatment/ I did net feel so, I felt he
wag absoluteiy acsurate in his deseripiion of me - he had cne or
two facts off, but as to my demeanor and my attitude, he was as
honest as any man could be, So it ilsu't anything personsl, It's &
matter of his - what I call maltrestment of an analysis of the move~
ment about whiech he is generally uninformed, I've heard scme reaponse
to his lestures around the country on Dirminghem, Lou is not lmoww
ledgeable about Birsingham, He wasn't long encugh there to lmow
or to grasp or to understand all that was invelved in Birmingham,
end I think it's unfortunate that the general reading community,
vwhite and Negro, who are interested in the movement, look to Louis
Lomax's articles on the movement,
RPW: They do - uneritieslly.,
WWs Yes, Dut here sgain, this was snother casualty of the revelue
tion., Those of us who eould do en interpretative job and who are
intimate about the work, have no time to write it decsuse we are 1it,
RW: Only Caesar did that,
Wwe Yes., 4And of course that was in & day when a revolution was
slow-moving.
RAW: Slow-moving., A4las, I've got to go, and I'm sure you're veady
for a 1ittle relloef from this.
WWr Yes, I've got & few little things to do, too.
RPW: I know you have,

(end of interview)



