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ROBERT PENN WARRKN WYATT 7. WALKER TAPE §2

Mp, WARREN: This is Tape #2 of the interview with Reverend VWyatt
T. Walker « proceed, We were talking about Faulkner and homo-
geneity, and if this meant some vision of recomsiliatien afier the
present conflict, them soms special relationship based on & con-
mon history, how would you respond to that notion?

Wi I tun “16 this at different times, and I think I have heard
the others ﬂm/\m'm with us in the revelution « in our reveluw
tion say 80 - that we belleve thet the South is going %o be &
better place o live in for Negroes and whites than perhaps the
North., Dven though we ere passing through a perioed whieh is very
tenuous and in a sense very costly emctionslly to both whites and
Negroes, because of the sharp soeial changes being demanded and
foreced, but when, after a peried of reconeiliation, that because
of the - and maybe this is -~ if I'm following your guess at what
Faulkner meant - if his projeetion was tinit Negroes and whibes
would live Sogether in & warmer relstionship them they would any-
where elsc bessuse of their common bond, I think this is gemerally
trwe, This is what I think., I think so because - well, a kind of
sentimentality of the South and the eame with which relatlonships
are - have been built, the faet that whilte children were resred by
Negro wet mothers, that perhaps both of us were refined in the
cauldrons of the Clvil War and Reconstruetion and then the none
violent revelution - that maybe because of that, out of our cowmmon
geographical bhistory - and this is what I was saying poorly before -
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I just misinberpreted 18, as I recall, whai Faulner said about this
idea of homogencity -~ I was going the other way and trying to in-
terpret your guess 8% it - I could agres very strongly that I think
thore will bs 2 unigue relationshipm « the NHegroes and the whites
in the South will enjoy after the resonciliation of the revolutien
than is presently or can be hoped for to bes enjoyed by Negroes and
whites in the Nerth, I think the level of interpersonal relatiene
ships 45 ocloser than 4%t could ever be in the Nerth,

RPWt You referred Lo reconstrustion « de you remember Muirdsahl'ls
sketeh of what would have m.i/ m'ncmadatzoa for poliey -

WW: You mean the gwif't Shange?

RPW: No, after the Civil War, He geve o five or six polnt poliecy
that he thought would have saved us %Thwe last hundred years of race
troubles., The poliey runs like this - Tirst, for compensation %Yo
Southern slayeholders for emancipating slaves. Two, expropriastien
of plantations as needed, but payment for the land teken, Three,
the sale of land to landless freedman and landless whites - sale,
not gift « over & leng perlod of tine, with edusation and sume
supervisien during this peried « transzitioen - and other detalls
teo. Do you feel any emotional reaction to the fact that & paye
mont was proposed to the slaveholders for the emaneipated sleves?
WWt Neo, I wouldn't have any at all, because I guess I'm encugh
businessman and prastisal headed enough za & student of history te
know thet the Negro alave represented dollars and semts to azn
oconomy which was being erippled by the dissolution of slavery,
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Now, I suppese it would be federally subsidized -

R PW: Yes, that's vhat « U,S5, govermment tax money,.

WW: But I would have no embtliomal response whatgoever, and I don't
know just why other than what I sald,

RPW: Now, many people - many Negroes do have & violent response to
thet -~ peepls you know - some people you know,

WWt I% wouldn's bother me at all,

RPW: They jJust say no, this 1s compounding a sin. And sctually
have a violont emotional response imuediately.

WWi How de they say it's compounding & sin?

RFW: By peying the man who -

Wt As small s the investment might heve been « maybe he didn't
pay anything fer the slaves - but at lemst he had a sense of house
ing, as poorly as it wes, and fed them, and his whole economie
venture depended upon the exploitation of free labor., I nmean,
there wers soms dollar and cents involved, whether it was right er
wrong, and as I say ot this point I'm a pragmatiat,

RPW: Well, you snswered my question,

W¥Wi: Yes, and furthor then that, if I may push the point, though
this mey ~ I den't know whether this would have been the panzgea,
but I think this would have been fer better than what they did de.
RPW3 Well, mow, we can't - I don't think it would have been pog-
sible, You gouldn't have expected the Herthern taxpayer to say we're
going to put two billion dollers in compensating Southern slsve-
holders we were fighting last week., That's not probable - not
likely, But we have to take the big Af it could have been done
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and 1t would have had some wee

WW: I think it would have probably wrangled a hundred years te
got that answered in some form,

RPW: We've haed & hundred years anyway, though. On the matter of
history, let me ask you, Mr, Walker, what your estimate of and
feeling about Linseln -

WW3 To me, lLinecoln was ~ I guess I eould say, from where I stand,
the greatest president we had., And I an aware of some of his
earlier statements on the slave question, but I am convineed as I
vead different works and different historians! assessment of him,
and within the context of what doing away with the sleve system
meant to the nation - you know, it could have been that this nation
might have gome down the drain, and I think Abzehsm Limsoln teck

a dangerous risk solely - almost solely on a moral prineiple, Now,
I - a lot of people don't agree with me on this. They say he was
forced to do it - I don't think he was Tforced.

RPW: He was a racish, epparently. You bave, even after -

WyW: Ho was & recist in a day when 1% was perfectly aceeptable and
Christian to bo a raelist.

RPW: That's the point I'm getting at, Iow, you are taking the view
of a repder of history who realizes that things change and the cone
text chamges. There are many people who think these things are ab-
solute, and rejeet Lincoln becsuse of those elements in his eareer.
WW: I thin: you would have to saey he was 2 raclst in terms thad
perhaps he ascormodated slavery intellsetually, but not a racist -
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RAi: He segregation - ho sald se,

WWs At one stage of his caresr, he did,

RIW: After omansipation he said this - straight segre-
gationist statoments.

WW: But not u racist within the eonbext or the connotation of what
racist means teday, I don't think,

RPW: A hundred years make & difference in genmerel climete anyway,
That 1s, you think there has been -~ and I gather from what you iay,
a fundamental change in the whole attibtude toward rece from the
time of Lincoln to ouwr time? A men 1ike Linecoln who lms recist
attitudes -

wW: I don't know - I'd have to think sboub that a 1ittle bit as teo
whether I ~ you 're asking whether I think the concept of ruce has

changed in the hundred years sinee Linseln?

R: Yes -~ vhether the notion of inferier races and superior races
has besn modifisd,

WW: Oh, yes = yes « I would say that very readily.

RW: VYhat has modified that notion?

WW: I think to a groat degres anthropologiesl studies, I den't
think we have erased all &f the emotionsl loyalty to the sonsept of
rece - and you see¢, prejudice in a sonse i1s a religion of its own,
o Lits own kind, and man's nature is such that the last things he
gives up -~ I thinit the last two bastions of change to whieh he will
submit, is that of his religion and that of his personal prejudices,
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And religion 1z lest, And of course our Angle-Saxon Frotestant
concept of race was imfused with raclishk, see, Well, even until
recent days, here in the South, you know, There have been soc nany
spologists ~ still some exist, Billy Jumes Horkness is one, whe
mve & rationals worked out for race within the context of the
Christian chureh, There are some Soubhern white Baptlsts who Poel
loglically - sinsersly belleve that when Jesus, within the frame of
reference of our Protestant theology, spoke of redemption and sale
vation, that he never really had the Negrs in mind, you lmow. The
Negro was not an entity them, and so Josus wasn't talking about us,
you know -~ or them, as he would deseribe i1%. And so he has & kind
of & mental bloc - almost a psychie trawne, when he sings the hymns
of the Christian chureh and reads the text of the New Testament «
he has & bloc when he has to be confrombed with the faet that this
my mean black folks too, you see, |

RPW: TYou were saying the clinging to religlon and the c¢linging te
prejudice - these things can be symptoms of a clinging to ifdentity,
ean't they? Clinging to religiom, elinmging to prejudlce, is a
elinging scmetimes to identity, lsnti ig? closest
WW: That's right. It's & subjective vehiele by which we onlargs
our identity, we enlarge it through our religious posture -

RPWs Or even know ouwr identities.

WwW: Yes ~ yes.

RPW: Now I'm gebtting something like this - which is a mattor of
speculation - and I want to see how you feel about it « the Southern
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white man is o men in one way in & situstion parallel to that of
the Amorican Negre, He 1s & man » he's been having identity
troubles., That 43, he is on one hand & Southerner with & special
history - a mationalism and with a special body
of beliefs and projudices and sentiments sround this faet., On

the other hand, he is pulled into the Arerican orbit in many
strong ways. Now,; to be himself - 1,3,, %o be Southern - the
naive Southerner feels he must oling to z certain number of proe
Judices and attitudes which have symbolie value for him,

wwW: Yes - 2nd to his history.

RMi: And to his histery - segregation, for one, Segregstion bew
comes the aymbel of identity, to be, 1,9., Southern. Now, this I
should say 1s & mistake « is sbandoning of history - there ars
many Southerners who did not - segregntion is a very late ideam, any-
way, If he onee sces history im a diff'erent light, he sees that
to defend segregation does not mean to - mocessarily to be Scuthern
- you ¢an be Southern without being & segregationist, But the
point I am getting sl in asking your view of, do you seo & parallel
of the sort of -~ I have mentioned. The Southerner ls defending an
identisy - & cultural identity, which is threatemed, and the Hegre
is seelking an identity which has been wealened, 3o the Southerner
is defending - heo's having a weakened identity too - he's trying te
defend his weakened ldentity.

WW: Well, I thinmi the difference is that the Negro has in & sense
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had no identity, It is not a matter of cheange for him as it is %o
erystallize sn identity.

RPW3 Yes, the differenge is there, 5ut they ere both concerned
with identity problems, Does that male sense to you?

W¥: Yes, but I think they come out of different roots, And that
is where I would see the significant differsnees. And whers the
Negro I think would have a lesser problem of adjustment, psyehow
logically and emotionslly, then the Southern white.

RFWy 411 right. The Negro 1s moving toward - suscessfully toward
identity., The white man in the South iz fighting & somewhal losing
battle to maintaln that identity., A falsely conceived ldentity,
¥W: A falsely econceived ldentity, and ho's alse in & sense being
dragged forvard by what a - what I would call s new identity with
the concept of & total United States or total Ameriea ~ ses, whieh
he's got to keep up with because of autometion, industrial sdvanses,
the space 2o and all this, If be's going to get in the msinstream
then he's got to give up some of this so~-called Southern identity,
RPWt He's got te do it,

WW: And this is the thing that is giving bhim such a tremsndcous probe
lem, where you have suech sharp verisnse ln response to the whole
integration question, B30 you don't have & sollid Scuthern posture
any more, youlve got degrees of differences ranging from white all
the way to blaek, with a lot of different - a thousand different
grades in betwean, There are many, many Scutherners who say, yes,
I think the schools ought to be desegrogated, but I don't think
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they ought to come te our shurgch, Opr they say I think they ought
to be able to sit anywhere they want on the bus, but I don't want
them living in my bloek. Or I think they sught to have the »right
to have good schools, but I don't think they ought to partiecipate
in sports btogether « you gee - there are s¢ many contradictions at
this peint,

RPW: Speaking of schools - let me give you a quotation frem
Reverend Glamersen - & TV Interview not long back, I would rather
see it - the publie achool system - destroyed than not conform te

& time table for integration « his time table, And he added, maybe
it has run its course already - the publie school system, Ifm
Just taking a fow « & couple of sontences cut of &

debate, but now, forgetting whether this represents his considered
views or not, bow do these views strilke youl

WW: VWell, fs.rtt of all I would say that as a practical man I think
both of u?wﬂwsum every prophet exasggerates his point of view,
It would be diffieult for me to bellieve that Glmaerson neans literally
to destroy the public school aystem., What he mesns, I think, - and
maybe I'm hazarding the wrong guess here - 1s that the board of
education in New York, as I'm femiliar with 1t, says thet it would
sost too much and would disrupt the normal routine smooth running
of our school system %o do all you say do right now., Glamersen
says, so what if 1t does cost all of that and you lose a month or

& few days, the 1lls that it's ereating in the cocamunity and its
deeper entrenchment iz so severe that I think you ought to go to that
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awvkwardness and inconveniemce that 1t may sost, I don't « I gan't
soe him meaning literal destrwtion, If he means that, then I
can't go that fer with him, because I think there are some things
ebout the publie school system that are good, and -

RPW: The idea 135 goed anyway,

WW: Yes, and as entronched as some of the ills are, I, even as &
militant, would understand out of practicel pwrposes that it =must
be transitional, that you cannot say tonight 1t's one way send toe
morrow morning it's another way, You jus® have people and ade
ministretive problems and geography - all of these things enter
into 1%, And partieularly in s c¢ity like New York City, where it
has problems thet ere unique to itsell by the very nature of its
being lew York City « there's no other clity like it anywhere in the
world,

Rt Do you regard & bussing progran as 2 teaetle to dramatize &
need, or do you regard it as a deviece that has positive, long-range
advantages”

Ww: I think it has pesitive, long-renge value and I endorse it
heartily,

RPW: VWhat would you do about VWashington, D.C,, where there - are
assumed to have almost entirely Negro population in the publie
schools? VWhere would you get the white children to bus in?

WWs Well, you ses, cach eity's progran has to be geared to that
eity's particulsr problems, and if Washingtom, D.C., in fact doss
begome & Negro city, it's a different problem altogether from a
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situation where the Negro would be in ths minority.

Rt Well, would the Negro be in the minority in the New York City
publie schools - not now?

WW: Yes, he still remains -~ the nonewhite - you have to add in the
Porto Riscan fastor there -

RPWt Yes, that's whnt I say -~ the men-white,

WWt And thet's why I say, each eity, you lmow - there's no one
rule of thumb fer esch eity., S0 I don't !mow that I have altogether
worked out a ~

RPW¢ BHow far would you be willing to bus children? All ¢hildren
ride buges some ~

Wt I would say, Just as e rule of thusd - and this is right off
the top of my head « anything more than s half hour bus ride fora
child - I'd say & helf hour or forty~five minutes - seems to me
beyond the norunl dwress of what would be noeded,

REW: Anything beyond that is -

Wi I think would be unusually burdensons, yes. As I say, that's
right off the top of my head. I ean't imegine a child having to
ride an hour in the nmerning to school; and an hour in the momning(?)
back from schosl,

R That i@, you would see the busping system, them, as a device
to gain certaln ends but not & solutionm te the problem?

WWi No, I would only be an interim program by whieh 1t would pet
certain results and 2t the same moment dramatise « I think 1%'s

a both/and situetion rather thean an either/er.
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RMW: But the dramatiszation would be ulitimately - I'm asking you
this - I'm putting it as a statement - the droamatization would be
of the need for decent schools, decent -

WWt Yes - quality edusation for all children, regardless of nelghe
borhood, 4nd I think 1t would slso drsmetize the exlstonce of ves-
fidentisl segregetion, which - about which «

RPW: Ah, thet's something else, now ~ thai's something else, In
other words, it drasatises a deeper ill than the mere fact of
unintegrated schools,

WW: Exsotly so. The last battleground is the residentisl segre-
gation that is porhaps the most difficult to get at, becsuse the
money~lending institutions and the ¢ity planners and the pecple who
decide what the neighborhood is going to look like even twenty
years from now sve all, for the most part, white people, who have
their own AngloeSaxon, if 1 may say, Protestant herltege, to proe
tect,

RFW: Yes, they do, by their own definition, You're a FProtestant?
Wit Yes.

RPW: And by your statement, part Angleo-Saxon, I presume.

WW: Yes, I supposo I am, But I do not interpret what my - my
heritage is not whatl they m-rujotit-th. same « different -
because I have anm old friend that - preacher friend, who says, @
lot of people eriticisme me for mot having religlon, and when I see
what they thiask it is I'm glad I alin't gobt it.
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RPW: What is & Hegro in Americal

WWt That's a suestion which iz antiphemis, I reelly dont't lmow,

From a Negro's point of view it iz a person who moves withirs the

Negro community, socletally speaking, For the white man, it ta

any pergon whe has o drop of Negre blood,

RPW: By the law of Virginia - I onee looked this up - 1t'z changsd

over the years « the percentage - getting smeller snd smaller pere

centage each time -~ sach new law defines - Negre bloed -~ defines

Negro,

Wit It's dowm o omeethirty-sceomd nmow, I think,

RIW: Something like that,

WW: And of course I don't know how they measure thet, you ktow.
————RAW: What happens 1f & Negro man, say, marries & white womes and

she lives then, societally, as s Negre?

WWt She becomss accepted, A whits porgen is - bvecomes assginilsted

into the Negre sommuaity in suech & way that no white and no Fagre

could over hecoms assimileted Inmto & white soelety, Ve haven't

gone that far yet,

RPW: Aren't thers some Negroes who have, by losing their identity?

We: Oh, yes, that's what we would call passing., Of course, that's

not assimilation, that's in a sense dlsappearing. That Negre - he

becomes She lnvisible Negro of Ralph £11ison,

RPW: TYes., 'hat is your view of a person who passes - a Nogro who

- a so-called Hegre, chall we say, who passes?
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WW: This may surprise you, If that's what he wants to do, more
power %o him, And I say -

RW: BNo, it doesn't necessarily swprise me or otherwise, I just
WW: Irrevocably « if I - you kmow, there's always the irrevocable
question ~ if you sould come back, would you come back as a white
man or & Negre? - I'd come back as & white man every time,

RPW: I heard the other day a préifessor of law in a distinguighed
law school saying, 1t must be great to be a Negro Aow,

WW: Well, this 4=z a great hour for him,

RAW: This men is & white man, you se¢e. e says, it mast be great
to be & Negro now -~ you must have & sonse of significant setlon that
you souldn't have as a white man,

W¥s I Shink the white man may feel ~ I don't know -~ I never thought
ebout it really - he may feel that he's in 2 gense at the merecy of
history, whersazs the Negro in a sense is guiding or direoting -
RPW: Making history - ias that 4?7 Well, this has some ~ I'n sure
has somp at least truth in it for a large mumder of people. It's
an interesting formulation.

WW: The assessment that I made about - itis a theoretical guestion,
and theoreticnl « 1s that if a men ~ I say,
@ person selfishly wants to have an identity whieh would give him
the greantest breadth of fulfillment at the stage America is now -
for instance; I know people say to me, well, you've done pretiy
well, you know, why are you bothered with this - you lmow, you've
developed some of the culture of our mation, you're highly edusated,



Wyats T, Walker « Tape #2 « p, 15

you're not deing bad -

RPW: OSumws oum laude,

Wit Yes « my vespumse is, well, suppese I had not hed the cbstacles
to face that I've hud as a Negro, There's no telling what I might
have been, you imow., I might have been sttormey general of ihe
United States.

RPW: Let's veverse 1. There are some Negroes who say that in spe-
eial cases - not s & genmeral prineiple - in special cases, segrega-
tion has meant & spur to achie vement - to self fulfillment,

WW: Yos, I think that is true,

RFW: Mr, Farmer says that,

WW: Yes, I thimk thet is true in special cases, But if the haumn
spirit is what I think it is, I do net really believe that the ¢co-
incldence or the aecident of ecolor really changes the natwre of a
men, And I thiak I would have had the same kind of subitien end the
same kind of drive and the same kind of Incentive in striving for
perfection that I do - as I happen t¢ be a Negro. I don't think a
humen personality is something that is genetiecally and bielegieally
fixed,

RPW: You don't think the - you take thet view - you don't talke the
view of the psyechologlists -

WW: I don't think envirommental environment pleys as mush - is as
much & factor in the persomality as many modern thinkers would gupw
pose,

RPW: Well, now the argusent - the chief argument, I guess -~ the
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chief nonwmoral argument against segregatien is that it dosa warp
personalities and 1imit « 1% gives an envivenment whrieh iz bad.
W¥s Well, I think that's true (talking together) I was trying to
be precise and say I don't think it has as mush influence as nany
night say - it does have an impact and doesg have influence, but I
think the bent of a man's life - hers again I'm falling back on
the psychologists with whom I - some of whom I disagree - they
say the bent of a personts life is ususlly set around four or five
years old, when the concept of race 1s bavely beginning to brealk
through, you lnow - prejudice - white and liegro.

RPW1 Speaking of psyehologlsts - you ere familiar no doudbt with
Dr. Kenneth {lark’s attacks on the non-viclence theory, He says
for one thing that the métiu of none-visclense is to ask someons
who has been opyressed to love his oppresser is putting on that
person an intelerzhle burden,

WWs Well, I thimk the first problem Dy, Kenneth Clark has is that
he has a gsemanties problem, He doesn't really know whet we moean by
love within the context of a non-violent revelution, Secondly, he
is a man whe - and I'don'tknwmvorymu—noxhanto
qualify thet - I would adjudge that he has only e naive religlous
orientation, and for one to understand what we are saying, he must
be basically religiously oriented, and he must have some knovledge
of whet we mean by love, When we say love we're not talling about
an emotional attachment thet you 1ike somebody - as I'm sure Dr,
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King would say,

RPW: Xos, Ifve read his notes,

WW: But you lmve - you recognize this person's worthfulness as &
fellow human being, despite what he may do ~ see, You may be &
hard core raclst, and our point of view is that as ~ you are mis-
gulded or misdirested or a product of your training and education
and culture and whatover -

Rt Environment?

WW: Yes, I say - it is a factor, but net the factor, And that
this makes you do the things untoward that you do, WNow, ouwr point
of view is that even at a practical level, the weapons with which
I fight you of necessity must neither be physieally violent or must
not be a violence of the spirit; because neither will -« can recon~
cile us, The only thing they can do is for one or the other or
both of us to be annihilated,

RPW: You leok toward the motive of reconsiliation as the aim ef
the whole -

WWt In other words, what we're saying 1t this ~ that we heve maybe
a dangerous optimism about the resilieney of the human spirit, that
Af it can refleet in enough instances, &nd in repeated terms, a kind
of heraldism @ courage, that layer by layer we can peel back the
hard ecore of what years and years have bullt up, Now, we may not
convert in every instance, or at the moment, With some it may be
short term, with others it may be long term - some it may be never
- but, as Matt Dillon says, you can't win 'em all, But at least my
personal moral position 1s stronger becavse at least I tried, you
see, Somebedy - I think Woodrew Wilson sald 1t - it 1s better to
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lose ~ 4t i& better - how does he have 18? - it is better to have
lost in the gause who will ultimately win than to win in a cause
who will ultimately lose - something - 1ot me - can I take & bLreak
here?
RPW: What do you say we do - end of Taps #2 of conversation with
Reverend Valker - continue on Tape #3.

(end of tape)



