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ROBEKT PENN WARREN - ANDY YOUNG fape 3

Warren: Tepe 3 of ~onvereation with Andy Yourg, Atlants,
¥er-h 17th, ~ontinued,

Worren: You want to sazy something on theprroblem beyond inte-
eration?

Young: Yes, I think vhrt weotre finding wore cndmore fs -
elong this same l'ne that the Negro is therroblem .hild, but

as is true in families, when you finally get on to 1t, you haw
roblem <hildren be~ansa you have problem frmilies, children
usurllyv refle-t the probleme that the femily - you know, that
exist in the fomly, I think that when we sre roid ng e
ruskus about edusation, we rre really refla.tirg the faast that
ednastion 1r inedecuzte for evervhody. Yhen we ora veriaing a
fuss about voting rights, 1t's he.mure, T think, demam';y hae
beasm= veary lax in $ts politi.el pertiai-etion - thet politiaelly
Ameri.ans have not red ly been responeible, so that when Negroes
demand the right to vote, they ars reminding all Ameri.sns of
the need to vota, 1f our system 1= poing to tmly work, vetve
gottén into so many of these problems like urban renows), or
like, I mern, overarowding the s=.hools and peor ~ity plenning
ben~ause of politiasl bossism, r:ther than representsative govem-
went . Now, in the South, we see the probley%l:at we are
denied @& r;cht to vote, but vhen we fuss about our denisl of
the right to votfo, we should really remind, and we are really
reminding Amerisa of the ta.;i thet all Amerisans are being denied
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eertain »ighte beanuse they are not eatively partialpsting

in the volitiaal denisions of their .ommnity, When Negroes
are given a bad deal in the .ourts of the South, this isn't

just bearuse of rane. It's partielly besause of the aourt
system - really needs some reasdjustment also - that thls has been
possibly too politiasl)ly ~ontrolled andloulturnlly dominated

by reglions,

Warren: There's slso a ~lass question there too, isn't therev
Young: Thatt!s right, Thet 2l)l poor peonle - now the whole
question of employment - Negroes are fussing sbout jobs, and
while 1t'e true hegroes rre disariminsted spsinat beasuse of raase,
the resl issue 1is iﬁo;ploynone and sutomation, snd this is not
Just a rsa~e problem, 1t'a a furdementasl problem in our whole
sonigl-eaonomia struasture, Naw, 1 think that where the movemert
i1s poing end »here we sre trying to go, is to try to help /imeria.ans
to reslize this, that we ought not to be battling eash other

on the fase, snd that by battling e-~h other on the rese aquestiom,
we run the denger of being destroyed, reslly, by thege real prob-
lems, And, I elweays say that, you kmow, the Roman Empire was
deztroyed by some of these things - problems from within, but

i wonder whether they realized therm, Ncwt imeriss hes an
opportunity to see what its problems are besause, well, history
has sort ot‘droonod them up in blaak‘- that 1f you reully want
want to know what's wrong with Ameria.s, you find out what people
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with Lliunk skins arec hollering sbout, snd -

Warreu: | They're scramughs.

Youig: Yeg, thuttsg right - and besiuse we ere the dnes that
are on the Lottom veuslly. S0 I guess this is - the - 1

was talking cut in Seatile, Yeskhlington, wilth & prou of pecile
and they verc aomplainlng sbtout Boelng flrareft out theye, not
having escitulu government sontrasts. fad, 1% 1l of . sudden
dawned on me that we were telking sbout the right tc votey, cnd
they ~ovidn't see any rezl relotlonsh'p betveen the denial of -
dlsfranshl sement of segroes In the South and trely sltuction
in Vgsblngton. They =ay, one we don't have th:t problem hers,"

And then Ircuinded them that Losnkheced Alra.raft here in itiente

-

had pleaty of sontrasts - gsvernmant asontra-ts, while Poeing ls

- -

losing goverument nontreats - and pert of thl 8 rexson 1s that
Rlehard fussell i3 Chalrman of the 4Armod Foraes gommlttee of the
Benate, 2ud in twenly soxes yoeers in tha Sgnate, he hus been =ble
 apgumlete sush power that not only 1t he depriving hegross
of their rights, but he iz depriving the »ltlzens of "eshington
of their equel op ortunities in govermment also. I think

that when we begintto dosument this saross the sountry a little
Ul‘?. and begin to show poopl_o how the muﬂfom pouungl pover
blos strangles our whole monpsept of demonraecy - and we ~an get
rid of this, then we might get around to desling with some

of our problems - our real prthn. yhi.;h are unemployment,
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Warren: Or, is the Southem politisal power bloe in the end
merely @ symptom of something else - and not the ememy itselfy
Yourg:s Well, I tend to think that it's the enemy itself, right
now, beéauu d think - well, the psyshology of the South am

the - say the spiritual and moral dilemma give-ua the Sautharn
politins,. Southern politiass maintain this slimsate, el
Jou exsuse me, Jjust a minute.

Werren; Sure. Letds turn for a moment to & philosophy of
non-violenae. I havea quotetion here from Dr. Kenneth glark,
sbout thet philoscphy,. I1'11 resd it to you., "On the aurfa:o,
Kqug's phllcscphy appesre to reflest health and stability, while
the blank nationalists betray pathology end instebility, L
decper analysis, however, might rovoﬁl that there is also an
unrealistla, 1f not indeed pathologleal basis in King's do~trine.
‘Ths natural re:~tiom to injusti.e is bitterness andreachtnont;
The forn'thac su~h bitterness tekes need not be ovartiy vioiént,
but the sorrosion of the spibit 1s inevitable. It would seem,
therefore, that any demend tht the vi;tims of oppression be
required to love those who oppress them, pla;;n an additional
end probably intolerable burden upon them." You hove thet
line of argq?ont. How do you respond to that line of argument?
How do you eounter it?

Young: Well, intelleatually, I think, two ways. One 18 that

I think Dr. dark $ef¥efle.ting a partl.ularly, almost behavioristia
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view of & man, end a psyashologlist geneally see a man, mayhe

mo e blologiaally than spirituelly - that, now some of your

mo r'e ro;ent sﬁ:hools -’ thies fellow from Vienns tha“t developed
the whole svstem of loGal therepy out of his conkentraticn ;amp
oxper‘ien;ea would say that people need - that M e whole method
is not the release and expression of hostility - but that m«yi)e
_ grester d’ia;ipl‘.lne ought to be reaquired in situaticns where

a1 ;knoss i3s imminent, He uses the illustrution of an erk -
when it's beginning to ~rumble. One of the things th-t yonu
;an do %o keep 1t together i1s to put more weight in the .onter
of 14, end this a;tually binde the rie:»es topethar,  Ang4, I
think thet t his would be our experien.e in non-v’iolen—:e - that,
and my experiense in -hild rearing too, thaf I'™®™ not one of these
that ~ while a .ertsin smount of =<xpression 1g ne.essary, I just
don'y believe in letting hostilitlies run rampartt, and T think
thet this 1s what 1s implied - that you are mish mo~e healthy
whon you sxpress your hostility snd agression, vdvilizwtion
eouldn't exist whare hostilities we"on't kept in shenk, Ny,
what we do 1s make 1t a virtuc - in fac‘.t, a suparior virtue to
keep yourhoneintiu in shov.k.

Warren: That 1s, you wuld answer Dr., derk, not Moly by
theologi ~al ref - but on old p-ylhological grounds,

Yqungs Yge, but now - but thcologi.an: also, I would say that

man 18 a S¥eature of spirit, und we have 20 many day to day ease
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studies, who have besome transformed bessuse of their ability

to love - that in the ast of attempting to do something that
seemg to be beyond theiry roaah.‘yhat we would say that by the
gra~e of God, they aastu-lly reaash it, Now, it's not a peim:-
nent transformution and thl s doesn't mean that those of us

who are non-violent don't get mad with our wives, or sqpetﬂ.ng
like this, but &t least, we have enough experien.e ia nopﬁyg
with our emotions to know that it 1s to our advuntage to sontrol
ourselves - that we have geined the most personally and - well,
welve aptuslly made friends with the people that we were at war
with - and we'le saying that for our movement we are trylng to
~reate & eommrlty of love, a redesmed nommunitljn:hlzzséon a8R
live tcgethe: as brothers. And, I've neve: lean - I've never
known brothers to learn to live together by fighting things out.
I think that the path of amelioration, or.Pf forgivoqfss in re-
ligious language, 1s a mu~h more reallsti » base for sommunity,
Now, we'ype not really teaasning them to love lu a sentimentsl,
adoring w.y. I think maybe he misunderstands the d:istian
notion of love.

-

Wermn: Quite + distinastion.

- -

Youngs Yes, and we're 2aqepting his behavior snd we're not -

- - -

we're anrpepting him as nigtraon in spite of the fast that hels
wrong and in spite of the fa.t thht his deeds are savsege and
bestial. We say that in spite of the way that he is anting at
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present, theb ke la et111 8 Wh11@ of God nd if you = 1f you
respcnd to him ag 4 loving brother, that he .sn no longer ~on-
tinve tc he s savege,

Werren: That Hout this obje.tion thet one on-suntevrs - 1!‘

s P11~y ond sush o philesophy may wovrk in the South where
you have same - whet you refarrad €o as ethos, beh'nd s scalety -
.
vhat shout a disorisnted, nsn-a.ommnlty -~ 1ike £ big tup of
Detroit, big teers of Horlem, big tyaps of Tnth eil.ago, vhare
t¥1s ethos hae beer lost - where theve's no ethos to wppe:l to,
some enrlyees ~nn that,
Youngs  Wall, forftunataely, I think welve been able %o trke ouvr

-

ethos North vith us, thet the hegraea 'n Datrolt, sco, tme from
the South, snd when Mertin Iy, ther King .ame o Waw Voik snd
brought the tremendoue mystieve rrnd aarriesms thek has besn en-
trusted in hir, 2oy, in the S>utharn movement, t hese Negrree -

8 cverter of & »i11%on of tham pot .wu; and marhed behind hiwm

in Detrolt, anA they be.ame £ sne-dsy ~amruniby. Now, wknt T'm =
(11 I'm scying i1s thet leade:ehir :ars make @ :rm»-v'.tty of the
North, but 2t's trne thet as the N,vth exiete, eae, -

Warren: You don't see thnt kind of leadership there though,
Yourg: Well, 1t wasn't in Montgomery until 1t developed, you
see,

Warrent I mee. It on, I see,

Yowmg Now, 1t develops in part #Mllgh suffering. That wen
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you've got to - the big danger of Northern leadership is that it may not
be tempered in time - that any delusions of grandewr that Martin Luther
King may have had the first few months were bombed out of him vhen they
bombed his home, and he had to face the fact that, you know, you can die
doing this - 8o {t's not something to play with, And it pushes him baek
to new depths. Then you begin to go along a little ways and you're slapped
in jail, Some of his great -~ well, I trace « well, say new ideas of his
to his jail periods, certainly the finf#t artioulation of owr whole move-
ment came out of his Birmingham jail experience. 4nd, I say that these
periods of suffering -_7;&«!- of great intsllectual and spiritual deep~
ening.

Warrent mmvlnlsmw-wmtin-bygoingtounmn
Bridgeport where you spoke two weeks ago, = there vas not one person there
that wvas not eclearly middle olass, Hore's a ¢ity vhere I - this wvas all
isolated.

Young:t  Yes, but now when we begin to move a movement, this would have
been true in terms of Birmingham - if he'd gone there to speak, In faot,
he was there about a month before, -matumumuonmm
a minister in the biggest Baptist church thers, and that wvas almost completely
a middle class group, But as the prioce of suffering and as the movement
begins to go, the middle classes thin out and the masses begin to come in,
Verren: (b, this is terrible, I'm just beginning to feel I'm = you knov =
digging gold nov, ' '

 This 16 the end of the comversation of Andy Young, $his is the end, mo more,
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