¥ L2 Y b Vo Al Lt At <200
3

» B

. ] t

ROBERT PENN WARREN - ANDY YOUNG  Tape 2

VWer-en: Let me ask you this question. Do you see any

parsllel between the situation of the Negro, a member of what
they ~21l a sub-sulture, vis-s-vis the great Amerisan msghine,
and the sitvation of the white Southermer who is a member of a
sub-asulture , a defeated nationalism, lived in a spesial box of
attitudes and a speeisal ph%loaop@y and spesial prejudlises =
him - vis-vis the big Ameri,an meghine, Do you see any parallel
there? |

Young: Yes, I guess i1t's probably very similar, snd W th the
sxperiense, I think, people'!s reastions to 1t are similer also -
thrt you get Southerners who are new very sosmopolitan -‘white' |
Southerners that want to gomp%etoly rejeat the Southern experimge,
and you get the Negro widdle-plass thag/:::;;o:gly rejest his
Begro experiense from slavery, 2

Warrent As T understood you to say earller.\you are in fevor
of a kind of sultural plurslism, whish i1s not aompetitive, dut
appresistive, Is that the 1idea?

Yourg: Yes, I think thetta a very good way of expressing 1t,
and T think thet the Southerners, both whike and Negro probably
have a lot.moro in Qonmon then thoy realize - that righ* now it's
the a?ru.turea of our soeiety vhigh segregated us on the beaels

of rese - that really keep us from getting to know the fast that
we probsably are mmgh sloser to one another than anybody else in
Ameripa, bessuse of this,
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Warren: A young lady, exsuse me-- a young lady with whom

I was trlking at Howard some time ba;k 4aid to me that she

haed more optimiam for the Southewm saettlement than for the
Northern settlement between the rm;u. on the amount thett hero‘
is a #hared history - the same land, the people have lived through -
lived on and the same as they have lived through, even though you
wight now find nistol-pclite. Beyond that, the possidbility of

8 human re~ognition - that she ~oculd not understand, he saild,

in Herlem, or Detrolt, or Ohiaago - she being relsed on & farm,

& Southern farm.

Yourg: Yeés, I think this would be the gennrai experiense of
mo;i begroes who move Worth, snd asertainly mine. In days when

I was in the North in sahool, mst“ of my frikads, sinne there were
very few Negroes on the ~ampue, turned out to be white Southerners;
end we found thst we hed & great desl more in sommon than say, I
did with many of the Northern a?uﬂonts. I think tyln is true
in the movement, Ve have watahed Northern whites some down and
try to work with us, but they slmost never really get slong es
well as the Southern whites who sre working with us - thet you
re:lly - well, for instanse, just in the matter of the religiounm
ethos that we $hare in the South, - the 0ld gospel hyms, on, of
whish - and epirituels, out of wi ,h many of the freedom songs
nome - white Southernera san sing these 2 1little better, They
feel them « little more. They generally - it's mush easier for
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them on~e they bepsome liberated intellestunlly, and goaislly,

to beacme more deepiy, personslly imvolved in the meovemert,

Yarren: charles “vers wee telking to me several weeks ago

and 1 asked him why dldn't he lesve Wiesissippi. He suld, ™
ve're going to win thoere, be~ivse he soid, these wississipions

es the wopst segregntionlists, 1s reising & some o rt of a simple

rulture, vi!s~h 18 - inelets on respe~ting ~oursge, blank ~ourage,

brute acursges He ssld the Nagro shows %1 5 and stends up with

it. This 1s 8 grudging rmm;t - oven with dlslike wey ~ome

out of 1¢, but sald respeat 18 there, the hesis for something to

£0 One Saaohd, he seid, this segreg-tionlist, onse he aroialoa

to desl with you, d th the Negro, he's not going to lle besnuse

he's ~possed the line rl resdy inslde himself, snd there's mme

basls for a rescn.ilBation on those two lines. Does that mske

sy sense to you?

Yourg: Yee, 1t makes a grost desl of senss, though T hadn't

thought of it that way, But, I think that our experienas,

even in the bltterest situstions, we tend to put this trust in

non-violense to oversome th!s barrier - thaet ir Albany, Georgie

for instsnse, in spite of the feant that we were st war, in

terms of pouti;n and the soslal stru-tures, Chief Frita.hard

ad I hed a very nlose, peronal friendship going on through

this time,

Werren: How'd that work out, literclly, spesifisclly?
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Yéung: Well, I almost beaame his aounsellor szul his pastor’
over t he tremendous gullt that he hed over being involved in
perpetuating a polliase state, Every time theat 1%d go into jall

he'd went to a8ll me in and Just tslk some, snd we fourd it quite

rossible to -

Warrent  Whet'd he say, whattd he sey?

Youug: Oh, things like, for 1is tanse, when the seventy-five
ministers went to Jell, he tulked s good deal about - "oh, I

don't want to-I-I don't want to put men of God in jail". He
seld, "I'm o less sinsere about wh at they're dolng", he said, "end
you all don't know how 1t mekes me feel to have to do this", He
even asked 1f we aould get Dr. King to intersede to get him a

job 28 a Federsl lMarshd 1, so Skhat he sculd get out of this
sy stem,

Werrens Join the other sides,

Yourgs  Yee, well, znd 1t wsee now - I think thift att he same
time I hed no 1llusions sbout his being very mush a part of

fhio system, and I think thet this represented not & somplets =«
wvell, it rerresented & genuine sshizophrenis on his part, 1
would think thet even Adolph Ei.hmann would be probsbly =

rether personable individual, 1f you'd sit down with him - end

I remember in pﬁiaaiaaippi, ging to get some of our staff mombers

out of jail who had been beeten up, and when I went there I

started a ~onversation with the sheriff and the ahief of poliese,
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and we werc able to relate very wrrmly as persons, snd we talked
about ow families and we joked sboutb th§ westher, and normal
ronversational bunter, And, I was ~onvinsed that these were
real ghristian gentlemen, and jet here wae a Kegro girl on our
stalf who 15 cne of the most sensitive and delinute n~reatures I
know, that they had bseten for an hour snd e half with blaskjacks.
farrsn:  Same persons?

Youugs The sama persons. tnd, 1t shoaked me when I ~ me out
and sew her gll - when she n~ere cut of Jall and her fose was

8ll brulsed and her eyes swollen and scare and blood #t!ll In

her hal r.l ind 1 esked her who beest her and she aanid, "Those

two standing - that you were tnlking to"right there.® Now,
this 1s the problem we rcelly ere gighting - that the Smt harner
vho 1a & very warm and personcble humsn being, when ~aught in tH s
system, responds almost to & kind of a mod psy~hosis, snd we have
had sore experienses where, you know, they zlmost don't fene us,
It's almost 11ke - 1ike = men disassoniates himaelf from h's
~ons~iense when he goes to war,  In thalr deslings vith Negroes,
they are perpetuating & sasred way of 1ife, so anything they

have to do to jerpetuste thls sasred way of 1life is 0. X, Now,
1f we anon ever get the white Sou herner and the Negro Scutherner
to be free of this sytem yhi&h makes them respond this way, I
think b!.nt rerteinly we wl 11 have m;h more raprort znd mush
better pslimate ix the 3w th than we have in the North,
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Warrens Beldwin has written somewhere, I think 1t £s in

his last Wook, that the Southern mob - the people ?ntunlly on

the street, beating up Negroes, or perhaps thepollese in thd r

jaill mells, do not represent the will of the Scuthern whlte

me jority, Now, this queetion ewslis#salll sorts of - this
ststement evokes all sorte of Qifferent r esponses, as you asen

well imagine, How do you respond to 1t%? |

Young: Well, 1t's - I esan eay that thatts true, but at the

game time I ~an 89y that 1t's not quite tyue - that the rroblem
of the white msjority in the South is that 1t has no gutes md
integrity left, I think,

Warren: No leadership, ‘

Young:' Yes., ?hat Alsbame responds tco Gearge allase, ard this
means thatitAlabama who ele;ts feorge Wallzse has to besr the re-
sponsibllity for his inflammetory speeshes, whiash get ashildren
killed and whia.h ;recte e ;limeta where - that will ~reste a poliase
state. DMNow, sornering these peorle individually, you get some-
thing sompletely Aifferant, but in terms of thelr fear of inte-
giation, whether this 1s 2 kind of peranoie, or - I don't krow -
that I keep - when you were saying this - I thought of, well, of
several things that have been written, you know, thet slhow this
kind of ambiguity, The pleesant, personsble, humoroue Southerner,
who 18 slso sapable of great sadiem - yes, end I don't know what

the sourge of this sigkness is,
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harren? It's true,

Young: Now, many people havzs analyzed 1t - I mesn huve des~
aribed it, but I don't krow whether I've reslly some up with
somebody Urat has becn able to really diagnose it - the nature
of this soealel lllness.

Viarrens et me try -

Youngs Baldvin and Sartre have developed a sexual sngle,
¥arren: ‘ell, they're cutaslders, they don't know anything
zbout the 8outhy nelther oie of them, Fot a thing.

Yourg: That'st rue, Yall, Te.ressce ¥llliams too, you know,
pulls thie In & greet desl eand -

tarrens It's an element, ~lenrly, but not that'e not -
Yourgs  Yese

Valrens Let me &k you - tyy this and sees how you reepond tb
ite I don't know how nm;,h money to put on this as&rd, but I'11
try - that %he Southerner is in a way like the Negro -_he 1s &
person who la outeide of l’\Qoisinant aulture, end 1s defending,
in a different perspestive, his fdentity - end the Kegro hss
beer %rying %o find his identity in his 4 lture, end hee felt
none in the /merlasan, the major Ameri.en sulture - tryirg to
find sn identlity or role in s very nru;hl way, end this 18y
of mourse, written sbsut in great length - iz the Negro scarsh
for identitfy, But, the write Southermer vho thought he had

om onss, you se?, or looking toward h!s grandfather, dide
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hovw, he secs himself, his very identity threatened - not éult
ways of life, but identity - hls whole role, his whole znglal
funation, his oxilten;o threataned, In 2 mistaken way, he has
8lented B0 gytueke his identity on a pattern of 1ife whiah in-
volves segragsation. Th’go &rs symptoma of 1ife - not the
aore of a life, f,!ve mads - he's made those ay!bola snd
aywptoms the esienfge. They ss#nd for the essenge - he haan't
even defined the problem for himself, and so he = so some - 1t's
it's the very identlity, is the very o‘xistenae het'e deperdent
upon enforsing this - amcng several ot‘nef symbolks . Does that
make any sense, or part sensef
Yourg: Yesy I ~an thiuk so, and when you nouple with it, I
think the resl politiasl threat that this white Southerner fecls
in hard-esore arcasy, I mean, well, in areas of Negro mejority,
sunh as the kississlppl deltaj people tell me vho taik with
white people about - arou:d Selmas, Alabame, that there was a
real fear of - and racollentiou.cf Renonstrustion, evan, that
atlill pervaded the m'nd of the avoraée white person arcund Selna,
Warreas This isplayed up -~ 1t's not a folk membry - 1%'s a
doliboraéely eultivated plese of propegends, I feal,
Yourg: Yes, snd they coule withtrnis, well, you know - the
myths reslly. The myth - the sex myth, the Sowmurlst myth, and
all of these things tend to feed on, or %o feed this neurosis
a great deal, and o ;ou reslly get a kind of defensiwveness that
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is very hard %o sope with, m d I think both the ahursh end the
government tend %o make a2 mistake In trylng to aope with 1t,

vhen they ~ope with it through judgment, Now, I mertalinly
believe in lq!/:ngederﬂl enforaement of law, nd in the use of
troops, but - for instanse, the way in vhi.h %Nfsemhower used the
troops wae slmost, in L:ttle Ronk, was e defense cf his ego

end the fasnt that he was insultead, The 1ssue of law - Faderal
law enforsement woe never really sommuniasnted o the South and
nobody reslly attempted to do thie, I think slmost the szare
thing huprened to Eennedy. That they felt betrayed by Ross
Barnett, and they responded with a show of power, Now, at

this time, Kennedy himself, had never - or Efeenhower - hed ever
mede any attempt to. ommniaite to the South the meaning of =»
rnpublié. Nobody has ever nttempted to do sny edunation in

the South, exéwpt the white pltizens! gounsil end the Ran, And,
I think meny of thece people are - well, I'd elmost say that the
little experien;e I've hed in resding sbout these people, i= that
they sre genuinely siask and they play on the soailsel siskness

for leadership, 80, that you find the South, with nobedy
really trying to tellthem what the moral and aultural issues

are today.
Warren: Let's switeh this a 1ittle Pt now - that 1s so
true, you know, and the real pathology in some of these peopls

thaet I have met fase to fase, Let's take something else,  Let's
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take = men, alrmost st rendom, you know, oprosite number, maybe,

I don't kiow the men, know snything about him yet, I'm

taking o quobte row from Galamison 2 fow weecks agoe 4 3

would rathar zee the publis sahosl system destroyed than not
eonform to the time table of it egretiones” Maybe the sahool
system - has :lroady run its sourse smyway, ¥hat does that
remark ~orvey to you -~ Innowvation?

Young:: "all, I tW nk he's spedtiag out of a grent pussion
and he's really - it's more heat than light, Itd esy, but I
know what he's trying to say, Now, the way I wuld i:terpret
that same feeling when I have 1%, 1s that well, one of my

little talks about adu;~tion 1s - Dr, gonant in hic books has
eontimielly lamhested Amerissn eduantion. Now, nobody really
takes this seriously, They take it intelleatually, But the
Negro is ro:lly expserlienaing daily everything thaet Dr. gonant

1s telking about, timest en, you know, multiplied. oW, when
Galamison says something like thls, he's suying that the experi-
enqse of mblia edw ation for Negroes is so - is sush a wasted
enterprise that 1t just as well not exist for the good that it'as

going to the masses of Negross., Now, the truth - vhen the truth -
I think h!s narrowness 1g that hg's only seeing this happening

to Negroes, But, the sama thing is 2lmost happening to the

aversge whilte nerson too, in rublia edunstione

Warren: It .ertsinly 1is,
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Young: Nowy, I think that he mk es & mistake when he doesn't
point this out - that he mik 6s enemies of the whlte asommunity

end they eount hin then as irresponsible end hot-hexded, aznd

in e sense he is, you know, vhen he sasys thls kind of thing, with-
ocut putting it in 1ts totai edusationsl perapestive, But, I
guess - I con't know if this was said in a press statement,
werren: A Z‘.E. Ve interview. 4
You:g: AT. Vo interview, Those kinds of things, you kiow,
you éan get aaught =ometimes ancd - in%o =~

Warrens sSure,

Young: But I would say that Gelamison is a Preshyterien
minister - en edu~-ted man himself, would have a grealb deel of
respeet for edugation and the thing he says 18 that the edusation
that we ere gettlug now -~ that it, and I agree, that 1t wuld be
mieh botter for us to just sey thet - well, and this 1s what 1s
going to happen in the ssho0) situation -

Warren: In New York, or in general?

Yourigs In New York end in general, That nobody would deal

with gonant's theories, I mean you wouldntt get the kind of

rash readjustment ol surrisulum and everything elre hhat 1s needed

Just on the bzsls of a book -~ bubt when a book and a soeial move-
ment no-incidé, what's going %o heppen is when Galamieson beglns

to get a2 little time %o do some thinking and reading aboutﬂthiq -
see - HMartin lyther King reslly didn't have - he responded to the
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passionlend need of the slturtions It wecn't until several
months leter, vhen he hegan %o mellow end refleat on 1t, thet
he put 1t in the 1deologinzl sontext of non-vi lense and begsn
to draw on this traedition end develop an ideology to go with
his movement, Nowy, I wouvld think that Gelamison 1= goling to

golng to begin to - in faat, Dpe King end I were telking about

‘this yesterdey, and he wes ceying rome of these Uhings, end

we were enasouraging him -
Werren: Dr. King? .

Young: Yes, to tnrlk to Gelamison and try to find a meeting ,

where we ~en slt dowvn vith merme of these sphocl board lesaders

eand rent strike leaders end see iIf we acon't - téll, it sounds
rather psternclistis, &nd re don't mean it in thet sense - but
help them to mature = 1little fester as revolutlionariles, They've
got sorething genuine, they've got s folk movement whiash is

going to be with us for e long time, and thet we really should

be sharing with one =znother what we have leerneds
Warren: Fere's an energy - a dynamlsm of sherge = whiah is

wasting itself on bussing - the problem of bussing - is that
your idea?

Young: Yes. ‘That's it - and this isn't the problem at sll,
In rict, I dare say that incograﬂo*uo, the gmblon - these
integration besomes a problem, lom‘ i;hooio begome & problem

mainly bessuse of the small persentage of money in Amerioa

\ iy
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that'g spent on any kind of eduasstion.

Varren: Start wlth th.t - the money 1s trivial, nompered

with #haet 1t should be, That about a Alty like "goshixg ton,

De Qo How do you integrate the sshools ln Washington, you
know, the sahocols in New York fifteen yesrs [from now, vaen

there won't be any white people around to integrute?

Young: Yes, well, thet's what I'm gaying - thatw e've got

to get, =spesislly in sehoocle, beyond the quesilion of iﬁ%egra-
tion. The Negro in the So0uth, see¢y I think has -

Werren; It's beyond the questlon of integration - that 1s

& trangitional problem, ia that right?

Youug: Yes. I think =o. fow, I think that thelNegro in

the South has felt thet the problem was - and wilhin a good
measure he "&e sorreet, you see - in Misslesippl ne would see
the statistiss that twe hundred end slx dollars a yesr wag spent
on Negro c«duaeation - on white eiu;aﬁiun, 8 white etudent - in
La¥lor gounty, thi rty-flve dollsrs spent on & Negro kid. Sce
that he realizes that there's no aeed - 1t's ulmoast 1mpoeaible,'
1t's tco long to got this Negro's edu. ation up to two hundred
dellars, see? The rate of graduelism wuld just kill us - so
he's got to integrate this two hundred s~hoocl system, Now, what
the Northern Negro has done is taken the Southern prodblem, I mesn
the Scuthemmalysis, as integration being the answer to every-

thing, and tried to slap 1t on & situation where the problem Lsn't
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80 mugh segregation as 1t is urbenizetion,

Weriren: . Now, Just last week, I was sitiing with Dr. Anne
Hedgeman, you know, who is a most wonderful&-oman and who has
been a great help to me, and we were talking sbout the bussing
busire ss - end she gaid when the bussing i1s solved - that the
bussing i1g done all the time, and we haven't eame to grips

with this - this is just in pessing - she sald - and I seid,
"What about Washington?" kna, she sald, "Ch, we bring them
over from Virginie," I ~an't see the logle of this myself,
of sending the busses to Virginis, Hov gan you get pollitiaal
implementation with that? To bring white shildiren in from
Virginla to put them into Washington D. ¢. 8ahcolse

Young: No. Um, hum, bul whet you do, in ~oping with the -
you see, in ~oping W th the edusation problem, you don't really -
this 1s why we say the provlem has to be takem im 1ts totallty,
That you get edusstion dependent - being de faanto bfqo_auae of
housing. Tou get housing segregated partislly besaise of
Jjobs, You get Jobs segregated x:za:lnly besawae Megroes are not
represantecd ln the politiasel strugture. Now the thing - thls
is the reason we are sentering more m'd more now our fight on
politfiaal representation - thuy%f;‘;rou represent thirty-four
per egent of the pppu?uon in Alsbeama, somehow they ought to
have thirty-four per gcent of the representation im State legisla-
tures, Now, and that when yoylre-sgmrtion to execlude Negroes
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from representation, you ere really being unsonstitut!onal,

Now, vhen liegroes ere egually represented, or proportionally
represented, in government, then 1t doesn't besome - see, Vash-
igton 1= 8 problem Lessuse vhite people from the Soulh, the
Diéﬁrié_t of Columblsc ~ommittee, is mainly domineted by Scutherners,
so that Negroes bleme 1t on the South end they bleme it then on
segregation, In New York the semo thing 1s true. Itts white
pecrle whe asre teking the blsme for Negro eduastion, I think
thet when yov get some of these same Negroes, end if I were mayor
of hew York, I'd heve put Galamison on his sommittee & llong tirme
ago, tnd give him the responsibllity of drewing up the sahocl
plan with somebody smd when he begins $0 beasome representative
ad have the responsibllity of 2stuvally =olving the problem, he
will begin to see the problem in ite depth, And, ycu 13avz P
you know, & meens of soluvtion, then, But, until you aastuslly
get representative government, or until Negroes are roupresented
in the =2dministration, =2nd in the government burecsun~rasy, 20
that they take the responsibility for dealing with some of

these problems where they have raslal overtones, you ars golng
to get segregation as th,,m‘hin foeussing point. Now, I don't
know whether we have ondﬁ@ time to do this -

Warren; That's the problem right there - how do you sontsin

the problems, even with the best will in the worldy to agnomplish
this,
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Young: Yes, and I don't know that I have uny solutions,

I think right now, if aould onee get people to see the rob-
lem, to see ra,',iu as & symptom - or, in a sense, rasism s
mainly the - I don't know what to aall it - the - it's not the
problem itself, but it provides sesh a2 great freme of referenae
for so many problems that wetre not really fasing sy of the
problems of a modern demoarasy be~ause we've got a fight over
rasism, gongress a~an's fase urban trensit, or urbanre-
nevel mainly beasause of the Southern power bloesk, eand if you
aould onee get demosrasy really funstioning on an equal basis
for all of its aitizens, you might be able to sore with these
problems,

Warrens Do you fedl - exause me - I thought I heard your
volge noming t o the period - my question is this, Every
movement, every person tends to besome & prisoner of his own
rhetoris - of his own slogens, you know, and sti.ks about him-
self to himself; to what extent has this heppened in the ouote -
"Negro movement" - and you were giving vhet might be an exsmple
a moment ago, when you said integration hed besome for the

New York sshool system, or even bussing, & slogen, whish may
eongeal the realities of the problem - the fundamental reslities
of the problem, This is not an argument, by the way, again,
against int egration, I:n said this, \tonvn were talking, but

1sa qwstion of self-deseption that aen opeur around the words,
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as easmpler of rhetoria, as a trap,.

Youw: gt Yes, well this thing is & trep th9t ell leaders of

mna# movements fell into., You've got to scnstantly - you've

g0t to heve slogsns, you've got (o have raliying points to keep
the little ypeople informed, and ;ot, way dowu deep you know that
the problem is not quite so simple, I trink there sre Swo
things thet ;an save you from this, One 1s, I guess resl areativity
and asontinually feeding your movement new ldsase ¥We, in the
South, heve been «ble to, well, just moving from bus boygottu

to freedor riders to sit-ine to voter registratlon to massive,
direat antion, has kept us from having any pat snswers to my-
thing. fnd, so the rmovement has aontinued to evelve and grow
and I think the Northern movemeat will do this too. The other
thing is encugh humility to admit that you are wrong, cnd I

think Dr. King gertatnly'oxomplitloa this, md -~

Werren: In vwhat npeasifie way are yout? -

Yourg: Well, when you -~ when you follow a slogen and it gets
you into trouble - '
Warren; Whish slo gen sre you talking about now? .

Youngs Oh, let me think, Vell, I think of one ~ree was wvhen
Dpe King and - was reslly pulled into this - with the Bi rainghen
pnoplq demanding thqt twenty-rive pon.o-u_l be nr?a. by & eortain
date, and really this eame out of a press gonferense whigh had not
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reslly been oleocred, end I think -

Warrens how - I me:n, the press ~omes with Dr, ¥ing vith
the Birminghem lesders? -

Young: Well, ¥ th a group of Blrmingham leaders,

Warren: It Yudn'y beena leored with whom?

Yourg: I meen 4% hodn't really be thoroughly 4!sausred and
snilyzed, I+ was a alogen, yo u sen, to - for publ'a rel:tions
value, for massive - something hed to he done to give the peonle
ol Blrmlinghem s me hore that lopge saule Dombings rnd mese mir-
ders were not golrg to follow thle ~hur;h btombing, besrusetthls
reclly threntencd, 30, the fesling in Birmingham 1s thet
pollnamen hove Deen ralated to, and in faa.%, involved with the
bombings, sc that one of our answers - the slogan wea Negro
polinsementwould gusrsntee ug some law enforssment, s~ we

asked for - we demand then, to pu% a 2t°1 to these hombinge
twenty-five Negro poliaemen, Now, there wars problems ~on-
neaticd to this, but Dr. ¥Xing wee - » hen he eow ;he rrobleme,

ir some sense admitted thet, you krsr; thle wo.s not possible

and thet we wouldn't msy be stege demonstrstions on the brsls

of this demand for twenty-five polin.emen,

Warren: BEnd of Tape 2, sonversation +ith Mr. Andy Youpg.
See Tape 3,




