ROBERT PENN WARREN - ANDY YOUNG Tepe 1 3/17/64

(Atlanta)
“arren: This 1s a nqnvorntlon with Nr, Anwom, lnl
Atlanta, Georgla, mar.h 17th, Do you ruemﬁor how or
when your present views and attitudes towards aastive parti-
pesion in Civil Rights snd resiesl matters began?
Young: Well, I gueas 1g/gmeeh1ng that o;.omo-, as you said
before, implied, from ~hildhood. I gew up in New Orlesns and -
well, my frther was a dentist, but we lived in a neighborhood
vhere there were very few Negro rumlllof. In fent, we were,
for a long time we were sbout the only s~hildren in the notg!i-
borhood, and the neighborhood was largely white. And, yet,
my folks were the only professional people in the nkighborhocd.
It was a lower-insome noi;hborhood. wvhere my father had & dental
offise, and 1 t:hink very esrly in life I ran into both the
problems of rese and alass, :
Warreus How was his slientele? Were his pauonen_pnrtly
white and partly Negro? ;
Young: Yes, interestingly onoush. they were, ‘rhoy_nre largely
Negro, but at times they were up to - oh, ~lose to a fifth of
hie puétieo was write, and yet you had a stmnge kind of soelsal
dymami~ there, in thet finsneielly we were a little bit bottcr_
off then the whites in the neighborhood, and they were prejudiced
ageinst us bessuse of rase. By parents had ;onaln ;lnu notions

aguinst them, and aguinst the Negroes Wwo moved into the neighborhood,
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80 that - almost from the time that I was able to get out into
the streets by myself, say, at six or seven years old, Iw as
~aught in this kind of dilemma, and I think I de~ided th.n.thlﬁ
peorle were people and that these external ~stegories of esonomins
and rage verg/g{ttlo or no signifiasasnse, And, I was almost
elways getting spanked by my parents for pleyingwith the wromg
kids - and, et the same time, I thipk the ;hudran in the neigh-
borhood, the white ahildrem, in the neighborhood, were beirg
spanked by their parents for playing with us. Our ?ard - our
bagkyard - I think Negro parents in the South try to ooiponuto
for segregation by really giving their shildren all the things
that they winted tc have, 20 that we had basketball gosle, swings,
weding pools, all of this kind of thing, end - in our yard, and
‘we slways had the football and the baseball and thi s sort of
thing - and the kids euing into the yard - my mother was always =
a little retinsent about the kind of people that we brought in

to play with us, and we insisted - my younger brother end I -
almost alweys on ~hoosing our own friends.,  And, 1f 1t n~ame
time to have lunsh and there weren't too msny veocpls there,
espericlly sin.e many of the kids we knew that both pfroma were
working and they Ad1dn't have any arrargemert s for lunsh, we would
insist on mother fi xing lun;h for ovoriﬁody that was there,

This was, I think, the first thing, but then too, I begsn to
realize as I got a little older that my parents got their
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edunstion as a result of wmbody"!olu". wi ssionary nn.tivit'y?
and s~onsern, They went to whet was then Straight College in
aew Orleans, and they were the produasts of - exsuse me =-

Warren: You were speaking of your parents and Straight college.
Yourg: Yes, and slmost all of thelir edusation ~sme - sand they
talked very affentionately about the people from New England
thut name down snd provided an eduasation for them, And, it

d ways seemed to me that the niddlo-;lau Negro ~ommunity

1n.‘ lew Orleans that had derived its status from somebody else's
sanrifice was doing too little itself, so thet -

Warren; This stm;k you -

Youngs Yes, that -

Warreus Spesking of lln!‘ifi;v,o -

Youngs Oh, yes, they were - well, for instsnse, most of

their friends wero professional peorple, dostors, lawyers - all
of them doing quite well, Most of them in thet stage were Jjust
beginning to enjoy the affluent life, and they seemed to have no
n~onasern for the masses of people in New o?lnm. And, I remember
an insident where I guess I was in high sphool then, when the
Flint Goodrish Hospital needed aome money. MNow, most of the
dostors and several of the dentists worked there and made most
of th_oi.r money there, and yet they depended almost solely on
Ngthern sontributions.

Warren: That's a segregated Negro hospital?
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Young:t Thet's a segregated Noegro hoepital, but they didn't

seem to feel any sense of responsibility, I think, snd this always
bothered me - that people should - I don't know where I got this
notion from, that if something 1s a(von to you, y ou hawe s
repponsibility to share it and pass it on,

warrens I understand, by reading and by ~onversation, that

there is still @ great leg bobioen some Negro wealth snd Megro
philanthropy, or Megro gifts to asntual - tocher forms of good
works, ineluding civil Righte., |

Yourgs:s Well, this is very true. These people, for instanne,

‘would give very little, if enything, to any Civil Rights movement,

or a Civil Rights orgenization. They would probably now, just in
the matter of obligation, take out a asmall membership to the N,.A,A.Q.P.
and given ten, twenty dollars & year, wheress meny of them are in
the thirtyy fortys fifty thoueand dollar a year innome brapsket,

So this, I think, it was in the hegro ~rommuity that I began to

get sensitive, Now, part ¢_>r this wes Desause my parents didn't
let me reully aome in ;onunt with the harshness of segregation |
in kew Orleans. They 4id everything poqdblo to proto;t me from
eny kind of harmful insidents., 8o, I arn't really - well, I
didn't get any ditter experienses in shildhood, as I think that
meny hegrces get. But 1t - still 1t was all around you,

Warren: Yes. Some people, for instam e, Nr. FParmer has said and
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he has written this - that segregation antuaslly 1s his case
worked ss a spur, as & stimulus to aghievement, ma 4 this 1s
Oecngsionally said, This 18 no argument for segregation, but -
Young: I don't think this wes the ~sese with me at sll., In
fant, I always resisted this, I slways wanted to be myself,

By folke used to try to tell me, "You're a Negro amd you' nin't D e
Just as good os the white person. You've got to be better."
And, this was supposed to be an ingsentive to study, and yet I
never studied. I did s lot of reading on my own, but Just in
terms of anhlevement, in terms of grades, and wvhen my first inte-
grated sehool experiense was in seminary in gonreatisut -

Warren: What seminary was thet ¢

Yourg: Hartford Seminarye. And, I ~sn remember being very de-
termined by that time that I, you know, that I had no burden of
the rease to ~arry. I was going to learn what I wented to learn,
and do whut I wanted to do, and 1f-I had grest questions about
edunsution in genernl, and I was going to s ee that I got the kind
of eduas ion I wanted, If Tdidn't get A's, it didn't bother

gy between
Varrent Have you ever had - the ~ontrov '

Irving Howe and Ralph Ellison? It involves this point.

Young: MNo, I dian's. s
warren: It's quite interestingeithRalph's sttifude too, you

sce, He refuses to be put' in the pod tion of being traitor
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to the hegrc besause he is mot an lntlﬂﬂz, and b»mn he

wante to be & writer rather than & sigmsnsarrier, He, !.n r‘ac’
~alls Irving Howe anothoi"kind of Bilbo, wants to put him in his
pld;o. the area Howe seleats for 1t, that pr t of 1t, you see,

I d1dn't - really off the pointy - though,

Young: Um,hum, no, But, I Shink thet £ never really knew

what I wanted to do. iy folks tried to mold me iato their
professional pattern snd I robollon-i against the bll.‘;k bourgaois
value system almost from as far bagk as I ~an remember. And, 1t
was really salmost after I got thrv;msh q;oll‘.go at Howard University,
that I find ly began to shape some vslue strusture of my own and
echoose a direpstion, 1 think -~ 1t first same out as - well, a
desire towwork in Afrh;a in some way, and then yet I wert South

§o r}nbor & little shurah in Alabama, met my wife and she was ~on-
eerned sbout steying in the South, This was my firste xperiom;c
in the rural South, Her mother had taught in & one-room -.;hool
house most of her life and her mother was one of these exseptiond ly,
I mean, reslly dbrillian® women that was Qonphccly self-edupated,
prantimlly; I remember we went to Burope and her mthor_- Just a
small town, three-~thoussnd Alabama, one-room l;-,hool teasher, sat
down and without looking at s note, or a book, or anytH ng, looked
2t ow itinerery - where we were go!.n; - and just 1isted otr the
plases that we should be swe to au. ul whinsh museums nd oornm
art objests were, And, uonhov she noquuod a nu mml
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edunation and dedlsation to edusation. And, my wife plnked

this up and so 1t was her duiro_to work in the South, and this

1s where I think I began to switsh in terms of working here,

Warren: Let me put a que stion this way: you remembexr in

reading DuBolise, and he talks 19::; ago asbout the split in the

Negro psyshe, or the poseible split, st least for some people,

On &he one hand, the impulese to drew toward an Afrisan mystique

of some kind - a sense of ths Negro tradition end Negro ~ulture,

& hegro folk-sanse, and & dlood sense, On the other hand, the

pull toward Western, Puropean, Judal.-ghristian, Ameri=n so~lety,

end values - with a bull to integrste and perhaps be totd ly abe
sorbed, even by blood, even that in the end, This being - some

people take as trasson to & deeper obligétion. Has this evar

been a problem to you, when you think of Afrias.

Young: Yes, always, *

Werren: Thsat's a real problem? Does 1t remain s problem?

Young: Yes, 1:1. faﬁt,, I think 1t's been pretty nearly - I'm

just getting to the point where I'm Jeginning to be sble to resolve

it a little, But, for instense, when I got to Seminary, I think
I 4id a lot of work in anthropoldgy, meinly with this in mind,

( With me, 1t came from my folks were the assimilationists. They

didn' t like spiritusls, no dlues, amything Negroid they shied
awvey from. 80, 1t started in redellion again st this, besause

my friends, well, rosk end roll hit the Negro sommurity a good ten
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that
twenty years - well, it was always in some form. So/there 1s

where we first begumn to have the »~lash, vhen I degan to ~hoose -
well, in grammar sshool they sent me to all the Mew Orleans
shildrens' aonserts on Saturdaey, I was expented to do sll of

~ this kind of thing, end didn't ‘== @#i}joyad 1t, learned a lot from
it, but when Ibﬁ:: wanted to go, you know, began to buy the

rogk and roll/resords - they somehow sald that this was shesp
and I shouldn't bother with this, Wi 1, we fought over that
secore eand I won out, and I think that that's vhere I began to
experiense & sonflist, Now, I haven't - I don't know whether

i ~an artisulate it, but this is one of the things that you say
what you rullj want to do, I think that one of these days when
I get around to writing something, that this one of the things
‘that I'd like to experiment wi th and try to put down in some way,
or try tc get organized for myself - of the role I tgko an analogy
of - out of my exparienses with the work of the ahurehes, that
the vearious dono-&nuuonl really tend to enrish religious lttoq
ben~suse essh one game into being around a witness to a spenifi,
religlious insight. Bow, I think you lose something whemn you
Just kind of water it down end get a least sommon demominator
religious experiense, that you get a mush deeper religious ex-
periengse wnen you begin to uppresiate the sontributions of tles se
different denominational bodies, Now, I think of the ssme thing
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in terms of aultural treditions. That the lOgrg ~ultwr al
experlense is real and it represents an authent‘la attempt to
aope with what their existense was et the time,
Warren: In Amo'riaa nowt
Young: In Ameriss, yes. * N

experienae
Warren: Negro aultureg/in Ameriaa.
Yourg: And this is -~ I think that, well, the aoneept of family
18fe that was derived urder segregation, nesessarily had to be
stronger - I think this is whet, what's her name - Reisdn in the

Sun - Roy Banaborri, was trying to bring out in the mother thet
claudia MansNeil played.

Warren: ~But 1t's a matriarshal world isan't 16? o
Young: Yes, but in bringing this - I don'_t know that - well,
you relaste this to the white SOueh.. W ere women were put on 8
pedestal and had :lmost no power, or no role in family - no
strong role. And, I would say that I don't went to throw oudp
this strong matrhrnn:, expept the Ameri.m middls road, that I
think thet the pressures of twentieth sentury life demsend & strormg
martriarshy, tut they also demend a man who is shle to, in spite
of the strength of the feminine figure, is able to maintein at
least some equality,  That reel eguality of the sexes in .
Amerisa is possibly more possible under the Negroes® experionge

Warren: I know a p.ﬁahhtuat., - a Negro psyshiatrist md
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analyst in gonneantisut, wvho has s8id to me that thie represents
in one sense, the hegro revolution, the Negro ravolt, an affirma-
tion of the male prinaiple, after the hundreds of years of matri-
areshy. eres & man's dusine ss,

Yourgs Yes, but - and a men hea to ;hanso the .o;loty. Women
~an maintain and strengthem, but the protest role, the x‘\':'le of

th aping the world, the sreative role in & sosisl and politiasl
sense, I think isthe man's, and I think that the movement is
giving men ar opportunity to reslly exeresise this and find them-
selves, They - :
Warren: Exause me. This sense then, the general movemeéent
eorresponds to the Bls;k Murlim pr{n«iploa -~ on thgt one point,
!oux;g: Yes, I'd say that the Blapsk Muslims -~ of a~ow se,”the
Blunk Muslims are trying to traneplent aom‘elmmg of mele domin-
anre from the East, |

Worren: Yes, The motive 1s different, dut 1t works cut the
same where the male Sukes a new role in Negro life, that rightt
You g:s Yes, now only in that point are they the same.

Warren: Only from that polint? A

Youigé That the male takes a new role, but the women in the
msovement ui-o not relegsted to an inferior role. The roh,ti.on-
ships thet are developing .b;tvon men s d women, for inestange,
we had 1t when my wife desided that she wsnted to go to jail.

.



Ex i 4 o S b adtadl

Warren - Young 3/17/64 Tape 1 11,

She didn't setually @, but she did tske part., I mean the
wasn'y arrested, but she did denide that it wasn't enough for

& man just to be taking part in the demonstratioms, that she

had some role here slso.
Warrens Do you have ~hildrent
Yourg: Yes, three. This shows the family, over here in the

aOrner, And, we are together sultivating s new femily pnttoi‘n,

-but not imitating any more. Now, we're drawing very heavily on

the 1ittle anthropology that we know, -‘d using tho'exporioneo of
other sultures, insluding and maybe mainly Afris.an suliture, as ~
well, at 1ont'a bufferirg poi:}t.

Warren: oould you be spes~ifis on that - using what from whatt
Young: Yes, I don't know,

Warrens For inst:nse -

Young: 2 For instanse, my vife's redd Sex md Temparament, Margaret
Meade stuff, snd Jomo Kenyatta's Fasing Mount Kenys on patterns

of family life. She's had some snthropology also, 20 that when-
ever 1t somes time £0 fane & situstion, we're not really able

any more to as~ept what we feel to be & uinwoonsy::::‘:g European
notion of femily 1ife. MNow, we don't know really whatwe're
experiment- -~ what we have got. Ruthor/thm trying to mold our
Limiiy LUSe.F06. ko) PebSerna SHAY 14 eRpeVAd - 4w V6 b

out and do the work end the women to raise the ~hildren, if she

e ey
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heppens to get an edupstion, she still uses her eduanntion to
reise ahlldrem, or - now, my wife right now is tea~hing sashool,
but - oh, gosh, I guess I'm not resdy to talk about this right
now -

Werren: All right, all right,

Youigs Mcinly bessune I just don't have it firmly enough in
ay mir'zd.

Warren: All right, let's talk sbowt something else, Lat me
give you s quote from Rishard W\rig}}t on Rfrisn, whish you may
krow elieady, on his visit to Afriaa, "Am I Afri.an? Had
sore of my amgestors sold their relatives to white men," he found
a belief iIn magls was not sonfimd to the unedusated - the gen-
eial sulture unsorgeniel, and quoting, "I fourd that the Afriasan
vas an oblique, hafid to know man, who seems to like to tseke a
childieh pride in trying to ~reate s sense &f bewilderment in
the mind of atiangora. I fonnd the Afrisens invariably almost,
undorentipéting the person with whom he wes dealing, too mush
nonfidense in his basi, reply and so forth, uhhou’al suwepiaion,
di strust, inferiority in politi.s." This 18 tho_sho».k of

eequiring the Afri.sn history, 1isn't it? Some shesk involved,
isn't 1t¢

Yourg: Yes, md I think thst we desided too, that we were mt
Afri~ensyg as sush, but that -
Warren: Did you go there?
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Young: Mo, we haven't, but many of our friendships in sollege
end in seminary wef'e vi th Afri,ans, and while there is a kin-
shipy, I think that we are - or I am - ready to n?o,opt the roli
of belng a sort of a bridgeperson - between Afriga and the West,
And, that we almost don't belong anywhere - but we ~an relate
anywhere, 1 mean, we gqan relate everywhere - I guess this is
the - that I don't really feel, you know, eompletely ag~epted
and at home here, ed I know that I wouldn't be - snd this is
one of the things that helped us degide ot to go to Afri-e

as miuionnz_'ies in any sense - that we realized that we woul«‘:ln'ﬁ
be really sgeepbed as Afrissns and that our role and our plege
was in a sense in Ameriss, That - and there's no ¥ I would -

I thlﬁk that Risherd Wright was trying to almost eseape from
being an Ameriesan to a sertain extent, And, I think we learmed
a little from thai,

o -

Young: He was shosked not to be an;optod there, bepause it

was & real shosk to him bo;mae he expa;,tod aomt:hlng ollo_._
Yourg: Yes, an so we profited by thet experienge, in fiatp'
Baldwin's exparience of running to Buropo.and trying to essape,
We experienmed a 1ittle bit in the summers  And, I think
pretty migh desided that while you were agespted in Paris, Maybe

the Algerians weren't 80 - 80 you got = you just as well go b agk

end fight your problem, and thut Amerisa 1s maybe the plase where
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where the world will lesarn to live as one p that we have

every strain end tradition hore, and that by fighting out the
personal, as well as the politinsal i1ssues that keep men spart
in Ameriass, we may be building the kind of bridges that will

- ensble people ln the rest of the world to live together,
sapren: There's e mething about the problem of d efining

the sgegro in Ameriasa whish has teken one menifestation in the
re-writing of MNegro history. Now, we know something abot
that, I don't mean merely Amerisean Negro history, but the
degro history outside. Let me read you & 1ittle pasnage,

"The 'w hole tendensy of Negro history, not as history, but as
used a&s propagaenda, is to ensourage the avo-x-nge Negro to essape
reality, the astual ashievemert s snd the sstul failures of the
present, Although the novamont_z o;onuiouoly tonds_eo build
resa® pride, it may al 80 ~ause unsons~iously, the resognition
that group pride may be partlyemly dol‘uon, and therefore
results in a devaluatiocn of the Negroes by themselves forb eing
foreed to regort to a ulr-dutm;uon'. This is from Arnold
Rose, Myrdahl's ascllaborator. I had to read ¢ long passage.
Maybe it isn't 4 1 - ~omes over,

Young: Mo, VWell, I don't know whether I doubt it, exastly,
but I think that my 1no&to.ru.;non was that I wouldn't ~ ¢ hat
I think that there is something in Negro M story -
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Warrens There o;.loa{rly is - nobodi 1s doudbtingthat,

Yolings Yes, and oh, for 1n-t.:ié§. \gm- was p rt of my self-
disnovery too that nobody tbld‘ me '__a'bt;u‘ib Reasonstruation - nobody
even introdused me to DuBolese ;mti&\ Iina grown, And, that

th ere was a sonseious effort in Ameriisn history to devsluate
whatever sontribution the Negro' has ma&eﬁ‘, el this 1s bessuse
they don't appresicte - well, we tend to have a kind of intellen,-
tual ari otonrm;y in our - among our historians anyway, 'fhe
sontributions of masses of people, of laboring peorle, of slave
labor, even, to the whole esonomy in Amerissn strusture, if you
even talk about it or think sbout your communists - now, I have -
I think thet as I tried to use Negro history, it probably has
been as propaganda, bes~ause I never knew any Negro that really
thought for himself, I never- nobody ever told me the lnf:luonno
that Frederinsk Douglas may have had on Linsoln, for instanae, or
on the #hole period of the - whole abolishionist period, im,
I think that these are things that we ere usirg to try to let
Negroes know that they are not sompletely without roots and heri-
tage and sonnention,

Warren: Let's say, all history works to, in one way or sm ther,
to ~ondition our esstivities in the present and our feelings about
the present. : I don't think Rose, on the resord, wuld be
interested in devaluating the Negro ~ontridbution. I don't know

him, Dt I assume - I take it as fanse vealue. But, teke = book
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11ke Afriss Skve Kevolls, do you know that book?

Young: Um,hum, I ﬁuven't reed 1t, but - 1I've looked st 1t.
¥grreus Where soTe two hurdred odd revclts - been there,

Young: Thore's & book I dldn't yet until & yeir or eo sgo.

: - there are
Young: And now - some aritisg of the book will say thaet/only
three, or, revelts, thatithis 1s sn attempt to inflate some tH ng.
You'll find individusls, or two-three pecple in desperate persond
rebellion, but no crgenized revolt, in the three femous oms s, And,
you find s lot of sasres, but mot ths real thing, and’no§ the
orgeniged revolt, This 18 the aase of an inflated phEgé of
history, whish 13 damaged by ites inflation, snd astuelly doe: not
do the Negro some of the aredit he desorved.

Young:  Yes, The problem there, though! 1s that no Kegroes

have read AbsDekker, I don't know - Ia en aount on my handiichd
peorle who have rsally - or even k-ow who he 1s, or that he exists,
that I know, . _
Warrens Now why is Lhet? Now, you have & renge of very seles-

tive asqud ntanses. \ S 7

Young: Yoz, ono_ehigg is they almost aompletely rejeasted
their own heritage bsak in that period, That -

Warren: Even you own generaton?

Yourg:s Yes, yes. Very mush so. Until - well, we're just
beginnning to read DuBoise even,

Sy 7 e TV i b o Eiina, gL 8 4
Salutaniadle, SRR 0, BUTEL g n L A RIE o 2 S0 e e Shuda it A SRU GRS | S L SR L i e

L, DLy N7 SRR T FURIE s ST A0 SNSRI SRRPAI RS (00,10 Sl CRAEW 50 LMTIVINL) B R A v /o o S T IS RS s T TR R



- Warren - Young 3/17/04 Tape 1 17.

varrea: Reall v?

Young:  Exeept wren 1t's emigned by s~hool. Now, Negroes
gencrslly heve Pad no interest in thelyr own h!astory, I think,
urtil, well - I'a say slmost urtil 1960, rs fsr ss I - sxsept
the few people thet have reslly made a aereer of MNegro history,
warren: Liko Wileon you mean? A few 1like thst,

!bung:}g Yoz, thatts righﬁ. ind, the masses of Negroes were
ronspiously, Ithink, trying to assim@lnto, and they %gnted ﬁo
get as far away from their puast - beassuse they wauted to besoms
white. A friend of mine waas saying that he satd down very d4ili-
gently, learning every movement of every aywphony that he - he
felt th<t he iad to know Shnkespoaro throughly, and hed toc memo- S
rize quotations and things lfke this, und.f.thc notion thet when

he had dong thie, he would be ~ompletely amnepted in o white 'biid.
Warren: Tﬁio 1e the erd of tepe 1 and the .orversation with

Mr. Andy Young. See Tepe 2.
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