ROBERT PENN WARREN AARON HENRY BOX 6 2/10/64

(Tape 2)
warpen: It should be al 1 right, we're home free for another
hour. Well, you were saying that the split that Duboise
refers to - youwere yxplaining your sttitude toward that notion,
Henry: Yes, you asked questions - yes, to some degree sand in
paraphrasing was the situation where there is a desire of
Negroes to retain Negroid-ness and the question of the assimila-
tion into American culture was inevitably destroy that image.
My position is, I don't really eare which develops, I would
like to be considered on par with any other man in Ameries,
to have bden in Amerieca, I think; to bear some rights thata re
mine because I was born in my father's house, There are perhaps |
80 me rights' that others who ¢ ome over as aliens and beeome ~iti-
zens in that fashion - there probably should be and are some
requirements that they should have to meet, but as an Amerisan,
as a human being, born in Am erieca, I think that we should be
free to assopciate with whomever we please, If we want to live
in a commurity, and it's our desire that, if 1t's a Negro's desire,
that he pqrpotunte as best he can the culture of the Afriecan, or
of the Negro, well am good, On the other hand, the Ameriean
that wants to be a part of the mainstream of Amerieen life -
and acecept his friends becaus e he likes th;m, rather thanbdemuse
of their race, who perhaps develops in time to come, 2 situstion

vhere Americans become tea-solored, I don't think that it would
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cause me to have strong feelings eigher way,

Vgrrens A situation that 1s similer to that - a parallel, and
there are many solutions to the other guestion too « the Jews

I know talk sbowt this division of impulse, either in them-
selves personally, or in this genersl Jewlish situation, Is
there & difference between the Negro situation in this respeet
and the Jews, do you think?

H onry: No, I think thet when we are teslking about Jews, maybe
we sort of lose the faect thet meny of the present=day Jews of

my generation ere not nesrly as great adherents to the Jewish
traditions as others, I recell an experiense - a year ego =-
met a Jewish lad at a convention, and he and I got to be pretty
eonverssnt, At lungh time the hostess brought around hem

seled end ehleken sealad. Woll; I just knew that this kid,
being & Jew, would in ell probability teke chisken selad, so

I ordered chicken selad and he ordered ham sslad, 80 I looked
et him¢ I seid, "Boy, you cen't §at hem salad, You're a
Jew," He ssid, "Well, I'm just sbout as good a Jew as you are
& Christien." S0 - and I have found this kind of light benter
in many of the Jews, of whish I find it possible to be conversant
wi thy, end I find them just &s loosely ~onnected to the ortho-
a§xy of Judaism as many Americans sre religiously I say connected
to the preparation of reses, In sore Negro somunities you

will find there will be the women who will not groom their hair -
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straighten it, but will 2et it grow in its natural form, Well,
it's all right if you do, and it's sll right, if you doAt. 4And,
I think, that this kind of reection, and this kind of doing or
not doing ought to be put down simply as a cultursel trait of

a par tieculsr individual, and does not eonnote, not denote anything
superior or inferior, but itfs just as simle as some people like
to wear red ties and othere like them black,

Warren: Where do you think the image of the "new Negro" arose?
Henry: Well, I think that perhaps Langston Hughes i# the author,
I think, of a 1little ditty that gave rise to this stereotyped
new Negro, just after the Supreme Court desrision of 1984, vhen
he paraphrased an old song &byt Stephen Foster, #01a Black Joe",
end he said, "I'm ecoing, yes, I'm soming, but my head is bending
low. I hear their gentle volses ealling, 014 Black Joe".
Langston Hughes did it this way, He said, "I'm eoming, yes,
I'm ecoming, but my head i1sn't bending low, I'm walking loud,
and I'm talking proud; I'm Ameriea's new Blaeck Joe." And that
sort of caught on, becsuse it's easy to say - 1t?s easy to re-
merber and it gives you a sense of duoyaney, And W th the

'54 Supreme Court desision, I think, that the somebody-ness that
the Negro has sort of aequired of himself -

warren: They've had a long preparation for that, hadn't they?
I mean legally and otherwise,

Henry: Yes, sir, The depcision came some seven or eight years,
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you know, arte.r the legal woz:k had begun, so it was - aithough

it came sbout in '54, the depision - this gave, & all we Qay,
authentieclity or legeality to the dream and the hope that the

Negro was not blologieally, and not in eny other manner, inferior
to the white people,

Warren: A psychologl st told me this some months ago. New Haven
is having a community pdanning program, rebulldimg eertain see-
tions, re-zoning, new hcusing projeets, And, in eonmeastion

W th 1t, they are investigating attitudes of various minority
groups in the eity. That's what they want, what image they
have of themselves, that sueh thing. And they have test ealled
a Rumor test, whieh runs as follows, A pieture 1s d:o‘wn vgith
four, five persons in it, One here, stending in tu‘_he foreground,
being a vhite man ﬁnd e Negro there and somebody else there, some-
body else there, But s white man is holding a knife in the fore-
ground, Or sometimes a ragores Now, this test is given to a
group of whites, or a grouw of Negroes, The first person looks
et the pleture and then the pinture is put away, He's = prosed
to tell Number 2 what's in the plstures  Then tell Number 3 -
Bumber £ tells 3, through ten or fifteemn peoples, Invariably,e
Henrys Get it d4 1 wrong,

Warrens @Get it wrong; the person that's holding the knife is

one of the Negroes, This has a - 1t's a very strange fact that

a = this psyshologlst who knows it - the giving of these tests in
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New Heven assured me that it 1s true, what does that mean?
Henry: I think that the stereotype here is perhaps answered

in jest, by Diek Gregory, and of ~ourse, I think that Diek has
brought quite a bit of the humor and to some degree the scluvtion
to the problem in his banter and humor, Dieck sald in regerd

to the fapgt that Negroes usually were depleted as eerrying a
knifey, 1s largely because the white people won't sell us no

guns, And, 1t's a sort of get-even weapon, bessuseyou can buy

a butecher knife at any store to ecarry home to use in the kitehen,
But, I don't know how this image of the Negro has preceded over
other nationalities. I see sbout as many white fellows with
knives as Negroes, I think that in our own ~ommunity, a Negro
would eome nearer being arrested for bearing & knife, than would
a white man,

Warren: certainly that's true,

Henry: Yes, and therefore, we get more publieily abovt having
knives than the whites do, Many of the thingas that Negroes

get arrested for, the white man is either chastised and sent home,
or nothing at all is sald to him about 1t,

Warren: Well, in any ecase, here in Nev Haven, far awny,.a
signifiecant number of Negroes accert ed this white man's stereotype
of the Negro, and put the knife into the Wegro'!s hand,

Henry: Well, yes, I think this 1s important too. Mississippl
is not o mtation in America. The bigotry that existe in Mississippi
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is perhaps more overt than exists in New Haven, but this question
of raelal prejudiee, the question of gshite supremaesy, when the
question of white supromaey 1s proaent; throughout the Western
vorld and Ameriecan and Eurépoan rulture - wherever Western sul-
ture is involved, you have a system of white supremacye Show
me a Negro in the legls}ature of England, France, Italy. Wherever
you have Western culturey, why I don't know, but there is slways
in secompaniment with it an existance of white supremsey,

Warren: I gather that is true, Of sourse,t here are no Negroes
in Bnglend - no signifieant number, nor Italy,

Henry: Well, they say that there are some in Russla, too, and
of nourse I have no feellng of kindness toward Communism at all,
and I haven't seen Pravda espousing the Negro cause to the point
that you see Negrces in the Presidium either,

Warren: No, no,

Henry: See¥ S0 this image cf white supremaey 1s not at

all eonfined to Mississippi, It's nation-wide and to some extent
world-wides

Warren: Do you feel that this thing is true, as James Baldwin
sald, and has been sald by others as well, th at the Southern

mob - you see on the streets in Jackon, or Little Roeck, or New
Orleans, Birmingham - does not represent the will ef the Southern
ma jority,

Henry:  Yes, I think that's true - and I think that the - many
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of the people of the South, are not permitted besause of real

or Imagined fears to espouse the goodness that they reslly feel
in thelr hearts. Pollitleal opporturism eauses the expressions
of raeiel bigotry to the point that many people feel thset they
ran't win any eetive position unless they espouse the sause of
reecisal hatred, fnd, when you study the history of Eastland

and Bodimen 2nd Bilbo, you will_find that in meny instanses these
men zlred Negro scns, or Negro shildrem, by Negro women, whinsh
glves you to understand th-t they reclly dldn't hate the Négro.
llg vould have found himself far away from it, But, the que stion
of the fast that Negroes are not registered to vote in any appre-
elable num ber gives rise tot he politiesl nesessity of espouslng
& eczuse of rasld hotred if the politieian intends to win at
the ballot boxe. Now, onse the KNegro aesquires the right tc irot;e,
you are golng to have a whole lot of whitepeople tal king about
how good we were to Negroes, evenb ack then, and how we felt about
Negroes 8ven theun, but w ere afrsid to sey it, Now, I think
thoughy that we go baeck to our feelings of Crristianity here,

and this sort of 1s unbelievable by the white majority too, that
the Negro reclly holds no vengeange about wh at happened yester-
deys 1f they will really begin right now, they 'd be surprised
how fast and how quiekly we forgive, But, the white man is
afralid his deeds are going to follow hin; and he feels that onee
the Negro gets 1 n power, the Negro 1s going to remember all
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of the dirty deeds that he has gotten from the white sommuni-
ty, and therefore he sontinues to prolong the dsy, 2s long as
he poseibly eony, that he will have to suffer for his erimes,

In other words, this 0ld eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,
and a man respeth what he sows, But, if we - when we do get
suffrage - get the right to vote - it i3 our determination to
really show Ameriea how demoerrasy esan really work, and how the
freedom that we seek for ourselves will be definitely shared by
everybody else - besause we reslize that freedom is a peesuliar
kind of a eommodity, You n~an only keep 1%t by giving it away,
The only way thet 2 man ean be free is to express and give free-
dom to all and other people that he mnomes in §ontant with, And
this 13/:||oral feeling among the leadership of the Negro som-
mi 1ty, with whom I am in ~ontaest with, None of us have the
vengeansce and the hatred to sarry,

Warren: This 1s the general feeling, you say?

Henry: Yes, sir, }
warren: You don't think 1t's sonfined to persons approaeshing
middle age, or older? 1Itts ﬁartot‘tho young too?

Henry: I think it applies very muah to the young, I think
that the question of being sure that all people enjoy the
rights and privileges of an Amerissn ecitizen 4s perheps more
embued in the minds and hearts of the young than in the o0lde

Warren: Even when they have not - are Christians?

&



Warren - Henry Box 5 2/10/64 Tape 2 9,

Henry: Sure, Even when they are not Christiens, I don't

think that it tekes a Christian to feel this kind of respon-
sibility, It tekes a pe son to some degree, that has exper-
ienced diffieulty to know what it's all about, Now, 1 think
that the grertest ully that the Negro geined during his whole
erisis was the white enlisted man that served in World War II
and th e Korean War, This white man went to the Army never
having experienced any kind of segregation or diserimination
from his commnity. And here he goes into the Army, He
finds that the PX system is so arranged that what comes there

is placed into the Offinserts PX. They get vwhat they want,

And then it's sent down to him, and the quarters on the base,
where the offiecers live is s0 mush better than the ng:tor- where
he 11vga, and he got to see what segregation and diseriminstion
means, He realized that when it was doled out to him, he didn't
like 1t, and he began to have a greater appresriation for the fight
that the Negro is making, trying to get rid of these same oppres-
sions, And, look at the broad spectrum of white support that
the Negro has in his cause for freedomy you will find that s

great majority of it somes from veterans of the World War Ii.
Warrens Many of whom I've been told had thelr first chsnce to
know a Negro personally in the drmy,

Henry:t That's true, In the service, thoy only knew him as
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& servant in some servile/OQeupation.

Warren: Who had never seen & Negro,

Henry: I memi they had never seen him for himself and they

on 1y knew them about what t hey had read ebowt %them, or what

they had hear 4 about them, =nd usually this was in derogatory
terms.

Warren: Youfre a business man, What do you find in hississippi,
or in other plases you know, of Negro shti-Semitism?

Henry: If this 13 anti-Semitism, I'd like tt to be defined as
such, In the fight for human dignity we have never underesti-
mated our poslition, bhut we have over-estimated our hope, We
felt that natually we would have the Jewlish people on our side.

We thought that naturelly we would have labor on our side, besause
the enemies of all three are usually found in the sam e group,
Here we don't have the Jews supporting ua,

Warren: : In Missisaippi?

Hemry: No, .

Warren: But you do elsewhere?

Henryt Yes, elsewherc, Prankly, the pr csident of the N, A, A, C. P
is Jewish,

Warren: Yes?

Henry: And T.V, Keplan, one of the most ardent workers in the
No A, A, C. Pp 1r Jewish, ancé it wes this image of Jews as we
knew them on the national level that s eused us to feel thet we
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could eount on the Jews,

Warren: In Miagissippi?

Henry: 1In Miasissippl, And here in our home town, we have
absolutely no supmrt from the Jewish sommurity. Frankly, s me
of our oppwressors are found in the Jew! sh sommunity, whish
saddens me, vhish 1g a g tatement thet I em sorry to have to make,
and 1f that anti-gemitism, then we have lecrned it relustantlyy
we would heope thet that would be a fast that we would not le arnm,
Warren: But you don't genersllze when they esk you if this
sftvation has loesl roots - thut's the assumption that you are
makingzabout it,

Henrys Yes, loed ly, and frankly, vwhen we are exposed %o e
Jewlsh person there is this feeling thet he is a friendly person
and we pecept him as our friend until and if he econdusts himself in
a manner that says thst he is not, Fr ankly, it willl never be
the Negro sommunity that will be responsible for not being sble
to get along W th the Jewlsh commuriy.

‘Wegem: Do you think that the Mississippl Jews, for instance,
beeauée slightly more vulnerable than Gentfles as soslal pressure,
that's why that bhey reest this way, .

Henry: I would think so; I wonld think thet they knew that
onee the vhite man n~lubs or slobbers the Negro into subm! ssion,
that he probably 1s nexte And, it's to his advantage not to

have become involved inthe problems of other oppressed people, but
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it would he hard for me not to become involved ln the problems
of person who was being oppressed, without regard to vwhat his
race might happen to ba, .

Warren: But of eourse we know in general the Jews havo been
very great supporterj for the Civil Rights movemert and for the
Negro in partiecular,

Henﬁy: Yes, md that?s vhy I say it was a question of over-
estimating our support, here in Mesisqippi besause we 22sumed,
without asking, that eertainly we can ecount on the Jews, But,
that has not been the ease, morally, finansially, &ny other way,
Warren: Do you notiece any differensce in attitudes of white
people in general, sey, undor thirty and over thirt_:y? Is the
younger generation ehanging its attitude on the raece quecstion?
Henry: I'm sorry - I ean't - this is a thing thd Iwould lile
to believe, but when I obser ved the riots at the Univerd ty of
kississlppl last year, and cbscorved boys whe had fuzz on their
chins, never had begun to shave - and girls who still wore too
mich lipstiek, not knowing reslly how to be well-groomed, - in
other words, kids between fourteen-eighteen years old, Anc,
reallizing that these kids from the day thet they were boim, many
of them, had heard only that the Supreme gourt derid on of 1954
was not the law of the land - it need not be obeyed = and this
had been drummed into the minds efid the hearts of these kids from

their formative yearse And, the average kid that 1s in collcp
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now, was between flfteen end seventoen; when the Supreme (ourt
derlslon of '54 was passed, and all they have lesrned sinene

then was they dldn't have to obey it. And, here they are faged
on their own eollege campﬁs with the presence cf the Negroy,w hieh
goes against all 3hey have been tesught, aml there they begint o
throw the bottles and the brieks and the ra~ial epithets and the
aursesy whish sald to a lot of people that the soelologieal and
the psyehologieel utterense that we had taken too long to be

e trulsm, that the younger gensration will straighten the thing
out, 1f only given a chenee, did not follow the lines of the

writer,

Warren: Depressl ng thought,

Henry: Yes, 1t 1= a dgressing thought, but I think we heve to -

I heve to exprese 1t as I have seen it,

Werrens Sure, sure,

Henry: As mueh as I would like to say that sertainly we ean

eount on the younger ones to be much more tolerant than the

older ones - but when you realize that the grcater amount of the
violence - the brisks thet were thrown, the peopls who were kmoeked

off stools in sit-ins, the kids who bombed our houio, which were

niretesn and twenty-two,
Warren: You ldentified them - did you?
Henry: Well, I dldn't identify them, They were gaptured the

same night, and we urderstand that each one has bq‘toun five
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hundred « had about five hundred dollars in his poeket,

Warren: Pald to do ite

Henry: We think so - when they were egptured.

Warrens Otherwise, where would the, have got 't7

Henry: Yes, for & kid that younge But s111, that 1s that
image of youth expressing an aetion in 3 method of raelal in-
tolerance says to me that welre not.home safe even with the
youthe

Warrens I have hoard it said that it will take - that the riots
set development baeck herec tem years - that thesc poople who =

the W ole generstion in eollege that now run Missigsippl, with
this in thelr ears,

Henry: The riot?

Warren: The rlot and the attitudes that made the riot,

Henry: They say 1t set 1t beek?

Viarren: Yese

Henry: 1 don't think thst at ?11. I think it was the riot that
has reslly hurled us into what sam begome a nsw ers, I s8i1d that
beceuse prior tc the riot, our asontast i.tp the ecampus, University
of Mjesissippi, was next to nothing. Sime the riots dimost weekly,
sometimes dally, there are students and faculty persons, ~ome by

Just to exehange ideas end views on partisular issues, These

students end fueculty members would not haw dared be seen in the

company of the pres dent of the N. A. A, g. P, prior to the riotse
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Prentisally, the riote getnelly freed them,

Warrens well, that would seem to prove tha t therets somethirg
to be sald for the younger generation then,

Henry: tell, T - exeept that many of the people who take this
opportunity are not nesessarily young veople,

Warren: Ch, I see,

Henry: Many of - it's s mixture of 0ld and young,

Varrens: I see - but =ome young,

Henry: Some young and some old, yes,

Werrens How mush nrontest, in terms of Qivil Rightg,,mvement,

do you find between the more prosperous middle classl, as 1t were,
upper slass Negroes and the masses of the Negroes, Is there more
~ommunir~otion nowy, in resént years, thah there was, or less,
Henry: There'!s more, And I think that the reason that there

18 more 1= beesause of the involvement of the ybunger Negroes, the
teen-agers, who are the sons and daughters of this older, middle-
nlass, bk bourgeols, Negro. And, onece mommats red-heaired boy
is 1n jail and has been slapy..od'around by the poliee, regardless
of what he 1s there for, she beasomes enraged and besomes more amen-
able to the ¢ivil Rights struggle than tefore, And one thing
that the white polisemen have not beenabdle to do - they have not
been able to differentiate between the n,hllt_i of the Negro lady
that hes set the image of stereotype in a ecommunity, ad the Negro
thet 1s now striving, meking a strive for freedoms And, begause
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of that non-distination, the Negro now takes a position, from
mother aliche, thet 1f we hadn't been in a bed together, we
wouldn't be in this jam today. VWhish seye, that we ars all
Negroes - we are al)l Iinvolved in the = eme satrawberry pateh snd
we'tre in the seme jar of Jam, and therefore, we might as well
aet like 1t and sta;t to work together to get out of 1it,

Werren: Yes, itts unified the Negro group. Mnde a group iden-
tify pcssible that was not there before,

Henry: Yes, s8ir, It has. The overt an§1vit1es of the Mte
eommunity has done more to wnite the Negro somrmunity then any
other thing,

Warren: That leads me to another notion, There?s = where dne:
lesdership come from = what somisl braesket?

Henrj: It's not indigenous to any strata. It's not - you'il
find the leadership personnel will range from persons who nén't
;;ad or write to persons - people with PH,D.'s - and the person
who aan't resd or write will have just as mueh persvasion over
the group that he is involved with - :
Warren: Bepau se of natural forese and natural intelligenne,

Henry:  Yes, sir,

Warren: But there's no real danger, then, of a bresk between

leadership and the masses?

Henry: No, sir. I don't think so, at a1, I think that the =

Warren: The faar is smmetimes expressed, of sowr se, This 48
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gald to be a problemy, 1f not s danger,
Henry: Well, whet reelly heg pens is - the leadership finds ow
whish wey the muss wants to go, or v at the mass wants to do,
end then go get in frent endleed i1 ¢, But, the fellow who
lives on the plantetion, who digs the diteh! wvho mekes & dollar
e day, and sometimes nothing, 1s just as mush sonmserned, and many
times more moneerned with besoming free, than the man who is maybe
8 l1ttle better off, And, the 1dentity of all of us wi th this
per tisular struggle, regard less to streta, I don't know just how
it happens, exeept that = toke 2 minister in a pulpit, He 18
no more a laeder to the PH.Ds than he 1s to the 1ittle shild in
ecatenrhism, Eaegh cne follows him, you know, so I think too,
that the position of the ehursh in Negro 1ife, where we have
thls demogratie kind of soeslety, has had and will have in the
future, greet bezsring on the surging toﬁards freedom of the
Negro sommuilty,

- Marren: Whet ehureh do ycvbelong to?
Henry: I'm Methodist,
Warrens Methodist?
Fenry: Yes, And we're moving too slow - we've got sogfegation
within the Methodist shureh that we've got to get rid of, The -
as you kmow, in the Methodist shureh the jurisdietionsl system
[revalls. All Negro ~hurshes, wherever they are in Ameriea, sre

certified to the eentral jurisdietion, while there sre four othe
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geogrephiesal Jurisdieti on_l/t: whinsh the white nl}urchea fall,

And, we are working hard, W thin the Methodist churech to rid

it of the Jurisdietional system and thus get away with -égro-
getion within the church, :

Warren: Are you making headway? :

Henry: Yes, we have n~ome to the point where tl;oro is mugh

di scussion. This will be one of the main topies that will be
disecussed ai: the annual sonvention this year, and thore' have been
some relaxing of the barriers, wherein if a church wants to leave
a conference, and the conference to which it wants to go, w111~
aceept it - a majority vote by each will effect the move. But,
it's going to have to berelaxed much more than that, especid ly
going into geographisal divigion, end that is what we are contend-
ing for, :

Warrens Are you finding any signifissnt support from white
Southerners in this?

Henry: Yes, the white South e the white ministers - well, the
white ministers with which I'm in contast, and that?s largely
those that sre concerned with the division of Christ an soecial
congern within the Methodist shurch, of which I find myself falirly
often in their presence - are quite concerned about ridding the
church of the jurisdictional system; thus giving them a church
doetrine, or & legality to preach the brotherhood of God - the
brotherhood of man amd the Fatherhood of God, Right now, as
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long as we've got the Jjurisdistional .yatop, this says to the
wvhite ~ongregations in the 8South that the shur~h sondones this
segregation, and onre we rid the nhureh of this tailor-made ex-
cuse, then we can begin to make progress without the law saying
that this 1s the shuresh's pod tion,

Warren: Yes, I see the relevenne of that jurisdistional re-arrange-
mert , It's sometimes sald, and I haw a quotation here from a
Negm socliologist and historian, to th s effects "The Negro's
plight in the South will be lightened substantially, only when
the plight of the poor white is lightened; when these two ean

no longer be pitted against eash other in hatred and sontempt, "
Henrys I think thatt!s pretty muech a true statement, I think
that the power strusture of - and I ean speak about Mississippi
benrause I know 1t best - the power strusture for t oo long has
manipulated the Negro against the poor white and the poor white
against the Negro, It 1is told - the Negro, every time there's
& orime rommitted by & white man against a Negro, that it was a
red-neck that did it, It waasn't us - up to - big white people -
oh, no, we don't do that, It's the red-necks. And, they have
told the white 1111‘0:-1:0 - poor man - that every arime, partisularly
a sex ocrime, is committed Dy a Negro - upon a white woman - tt_ut
it was a Negro thet 4id it, Ang, of course, they do this because
sex is the thing that the most 1imited mind ecan comprehend, and
that's the scaresrow that they use, You've got to keep these
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Negroes in their plaee, or they're going to teke 41 your
women, Now, to me thet's a serious indistment on the part
of the white.male towards hie white wo,an - to feel that the only
thing that is keeping her from embreeing every Negro that she sases
is because the white men keeps his foot on the Negro's neek,
Frankly, 1f I were a white women I would be sompletely insulted
by this line of reasoning, and this thing abowt Nsgro men seeking
insatiasbly the &ssoniation of white women - now most Negro maen
that I know wish to God that our white brothers were satisflied with
their own women, as we are with ours, You pen bhardly eome into
any Negro neighborhood at night wlthout seeing some ecar with a
white man eireling, trying to find aomo.legro lady to have pleasure
with, Well, now, I think that this position is - 1f che wants
him 2nd he wants her, that®e two people's bueiness,
Warrens A private affalir,

sane. SO
Henry: A private affeir, Theywmﬁii!/got married - thette
their own private effair, I tesks quite a dim view on the legality
of my State,_that negetes the pdseibility of holy matrimony be-
tween the reees, but there is rothing sbout adultry end forniestion
end they use these types of expressions sbout the Negro to the
vhite and about the white to the Negro; that keeps us =vart,
Now, I think thet the best thing fn the world that sould hsppen
to 'Iilsiaaippi would be somewhat a wadding of the !ogré snd the
qux- whites - a populous movement, that would broak the strangle-

oy
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hold that the power strusture of the white community now hol s
over both the Negro and the poor white, and there are only two
divisions between the poor folks in our State - the poor white
folks m d poor msolored folks, and I think the sooner we realize
that, the better off each of us is going to be,

Warreng Do you see any proape¢t ~ immdiste prospest for the
economie competition between = asompetition for jobs between the
Negro laborer and poor white laborer, or even on a higher level?
Henry: Yes, I - :

Warren: ess for the struggle for economie advantage in a State
whieh 18 poor, doesn't have enough jobs to g0 arounds

;i--'yz I think this, I think the pay seale that is now used
as & threat to everybody i1s a prosticuti on of the labors of the
white people in that the white employer says to the white worker
that: "If you don't agree to work for this $1,26 an hour, I'm
going to hire e nigger for seventy-five gents) and the attitude
is not to get the best for the whites of our sommunity by the
power strusture, The power strusture is only eontent to be
sure that what the white man gets is bgtter than what the Negro
getsy not that he is aiming at wltimaey f'or either group, I
think that when employment is based on ability, w&thout regard
to rase, creed or solor, that this im i1tself will grerte a dtuation

where industrial personnel will be willing to come into our ares,
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and with it will bring additionel jobs and % 1)1, parhapa; nreate
many more jobs then there are now,

Warren: Has the race situktion « hes prevent ed the industrlalization
end the bringing of new plemts? _

Henry: Thatts my feeling - th-t's my feeling, =ir, /And I %hink
that when we break this thing, the hold on rase, that tlere will
be many more jobs, 8nd perhaps enough jobs to go sround,

Warren: Is it notl mesble in Migsiseipp! thst some Negro business
men end some others, who have more or less privileged positions, .
aetually OppoSe the Ci1vil Rights movement? 1e 1s trve in some
losalities,

Henry: You know, I don't see how, If a Negro says hets opposed
to the Civil Rights Bi1ll, there are oither two things present,
He'a either a liar, or hets a fool, He might say that he cpposes
the Civil Rights Bill bemrause he ia spek ing the lenguege that
someone who ean do him & favor would vent to hear, And, he
enhannes himgelf poesibly limitedly, in his estimation, But to
be ageinst the Civil Rights Bi1ll ie to be against yourgelf, and
1t's herdly econreiveble that a retional, truthful men would toke

@ position egainst the Civil Rights Bill,

Warren: Well, now, in e 8t, Louls paper, the president of the
iegro buginecs Qaeoo;ation wrote an ertiesle, scying that inte-

gfatlon would set bask Negro business in St,lculs abow a genera-
N 40 :
tions
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Henry: Well, I presume what he was getting at #as that the Negro
business man in St, Louis does not run his business in sompe-
tition efth the Ameriean market, I think 1{t's no good to be
the best Negro business man, I think you've got to aim at being
the beat business man in the town in order to gain the elientele
that 18 out there,

Warrens And the open competition, in the long run, would bemsfit
the Negroe ‘

Henry: Yes, elr, I do belleve it, :

Warien: And itts short slghted trying tc protest = ‘
Henry:s Yes, of course, you know, Negroes also have vested W
interests in segregation, many,

Warren: That's what I'm talking sebout now,

Henry: But, I think that that is not best - that 1? not good
for the development of the group, Now, you know bagk during the
early days of labor, when there was this ery about the Negro being
gommuni st, Thgre was this ery nbout_lubor being Commpist, There
was one classical sliche, where you eould hear expressed, when a
person was lookin'g for advantages and working with the labor
movement to gain them, "Baby, this ain't for Moseow, This is
for me, " Ana, many of the Negro peorle who feel that they are
not Qapablo of ecompethng on the open market W 11 perhaps take
this position, that this is for me, And, go at it from a sub-
jective point of view - but objestivity ultimately is going to
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prevail, and those of us who san't sompete on the open market,
are going to have to get out,

Warrens There are always casgaltiesf

Henry: Yes, sir, In any soeiologinral nhange, there are going
to be casusltiess In the Amerisan way the person who builds

the best mouse-trap, is going to get the business, and I think
that Negro people havee got go be prepared to take their chances
on the open market and eonduest their businesses as a bulineag
should be sonduected, and not rely upon any advcntﬁgo ﬂﬂht race
might glve,

Warren: This is a problem, though, isn't it for many peopleg
Henry: It is a problem for some people, but T think that vhen
race is removed though, it will not be a problem,

Werren: You mean it¥s a fear,

Henry: Yes, I think it's -

Warren: It's not justified,

Henry: I think itts an ain't, You know, some people - ain't - yes
Warren: What did you think about the verdiet in the Byron de la
Beckwith trial? y :

Henry:  I'm pretty much & skeptie, I guess, but I ageept the
verdiet in the Byron de la Begkwith trial as the seecond apst of

a well-written drama, W th the sstors playing their pats superbly,
I think that the descision of a hung jury was made before the trial
starteds I think that the third ast of tho drame W 11 show
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Beckwith a fiee man, First agt was the preliminary - with the
selestion of the jury.

Warren: Do you mind explaining that?

Henry: The. selention of the jury was a todioua,’ on the surfaese
kind of reastion, Mr, Waller took a lot of time, so did Mr,
Lott, My, cunningham, in sesuring twelve members of the Jjury,

I think thet it eould have been done in five minutes and been
over with,

Warren: It's meyer that way thoughe .

Henry: Well, no, it's never that way, but I'm saying that

the stage that has been set for the Byron de la Beckwith trial,
that attempts to erase some of the mud from the name of Mississi-
ppl - at least we got a hung jury, To my mind! dl 1 the time
they took selenting the jury was a part of the aé,t, snd I think
that when the trial is find ly over, perhaps some day like Nylan
and Bryent, who wrote a - gave Look Magazl ne a slose-up survey
of what had hep pened -

Warren: In the Till case?

Hearys In the Till ease, Tr_m-. maybe the Seturdgy Evening
Post will print Byron de la Beckwith's confession., How there
was this maneuvering back and forth, ‘
Warrent Do you go as far as to believe, as some say, that even
the taxi drivers who gave testimony that was damaging to de la
Beckwith were giving fabrisated testimony as to round out the
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drema - to give interest to the dreama?

Henry: Well, I - no, I think that the jurors - that's the
question that - that's the position that I feel most strongly
about - that they - the time that they took for the verdist -

the hung jury question, and there never has been a whit_:e man in

My uilasippi given a penalty in & esapital erime, for a erime agsinst
a8 Negroe. And, there have been situations perhaps where the web
@8 guilt was wound much tighter - and in the Till ssse there was
positive identifipsstion - you are the man,

Warrens In theMelton nase there was positive identifisation,
Henry: Yes - you are the man, Yes,

Warren: An eye witness,

Henryt Who pulled the trigger. In the serviece station, 1In the
servicse station, That s right, _

Narreng Eye witness in the na 8@, Bepsuse I was in Van
Doren just after thet and I saw the wimndl was talking to
peoprle around town.. Nobody in town wasn't eertain - totaiiy
econvineed of the guilt of what's his name? Who shot William Meton?
Henry: Well, Mylow was with the man who shot him, I don't re- .
call just who pulled the trigger,

Warren: Oh, it's Eimball,

Henry: Kimbell, yes, Kimball,

Warren: Ksmball - K I M - Kimball shot him and was anquitted on
the/first pallot. I think, Now, the Clarksdale paper, if I
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remember rorrestly - and please sorrent me if this is not - I

seem to remember that the Clariedale paper, after t he asquittd

of Kymball, published on the front page a 1ittle editorial, ssying
in the Ti1ll case there might have been some exsuse for failure

to ~onviet. In this ease there is none, We have flunked it,
Henry: That's right, 4

Warren: - Noy was that a eowngoou_g/;g:’that editor of this lossl
paper to come out and - ‘

Henry: I think it was a sourageous aete I think it reflents
the thinking of a man that is no longer with the pnpox? now =

a boy by the name of Guy Clark, who actud 1y served as the adver-
tisement manager, but he was the liberal forese in the larksdale

Press Registers I don't think you W 11 find en editorial of
that nature today,

Warren: What besame of him¢?

Henry: He died of a heart attack,

Warren: How old was he?

Henry: Well, Guy must have been about forty-five when he died,

He was an heir of the founders of the City - almost a real liberd ,
e very good man,

Warren: A man, who besause of his soecial posl tion, felt fpee

to express his views,

Henry: His views, sure. And he'd taken - ho'c_! been expressing
all along, so & was nothing unusual about it,
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Warren; Do you find that kind of maverieck very often? The

mam of privileged position, use his privilege to independence?
Henry: Not very often - not very often, The fear of D.cill
ostresism, and the fear of being nalled a nigger-lover, and

mostly the fear of the shildren being tagged - "your daddy is

a nigger-lover" -

Warren; That pressure,

Henry: That type of pressure keeps many pecple frombeing g;m
kind of good men at heart they are,

Warren: This 1e cutting back into history, but I would like
to ask you this one, Nyrdal_givaa tvhat he would esonsider

a rational program for the resonstrustion of the South in 1865,

Henry: Is this from The Amerisen Dilemma ?

Warren: Yes. You remember the passage from the = he says that
there s hould have been ecompensation for slavesgy to the now ex-
owners - they khould heve given him expropriation of land for

the resettlement - a division of lend, This land &k ould have
been paid for at a reasonable rate to the owners from whom it
was expropriasted, That the Negroes vho reeeived the land should
have been charged something for it over a long period of time,
and repeive supervision and eontrol of the best selling of it

for a gertaln number of years, until they had ad,ptod themselves
to the new system, Does this mé&k e sense? Because, as we're

looking bask on impossibilities,



Warren - Henry Box 6 2/10/64 Tape 2 20,

Henry: Well, yes. I'd like to answer it my way.

Wafren: Please. do, Please do, snd I just started this as a
line of dlsecussion,

Henry: Yes, yes. I think - I take the position that if the
wvhite aomﬁmnity had accorded my grandqn and my grandpa, at the
time they were freedf rom slavery, recognition for labor that
they had given free, that they could have lived like millionaires
forever, bessuse of this exploitation. I do not feel that - and
I'm sure that you recognize too, the Civil - the signing of the
Emancipation Proelamation did not free the slaves, The dl aves
had been freed already by the - well, the - when Linsoln told -
Lingoln said, "If you drive the Confpderates bask from ghiteegum
Creek, I'11 free the slaves®, Anq, of sourse, they were driven
back. The signing of the Emansipation led to the winningof

the ¢ivil War, it did not free the slaves, And, of now se, that
wgs somewhat an ambivalent position, bescuse here the slaves

are free after the War, There, the big thing that waswwrong

W th the way the slaves were freed was none of us possessed the
landj and I'd like to go back to perhaps, the Ghursh would not
agree with this maybe, But, in the leading of the shildren
from Israel into what we called the Promised Land - to my way
of thinkin g, was that Moses promised the e!_!ildra_:"lnnd, ir

you follow me,  Of sourse, from the land somes sl 1 things that



Warren - Henry Box 656 2/10/64 Tape 2 30,

are pcondugive to 11 fe, /‘l’horo was no plase ecalled the Promised
Lend as an area, but it wes sghiply that they were -proniud lend,
And, the analogy that I'm drawing is that affer the Civil War,
Negro slaves were ﬁot even promised land, The Russians, when
they freed their 4 aves, there was this land reform, _Enghnd.
wvhen it freed its sleaves, there was land reform antivity, and
the Ameriecan Negro was the only grovp that were freed from slavery
during, you know, during thHs partigular era, several countrie s
freed thelr slaves during this generel area, snd the Ameri~an
MNegro was the only group that was freed from slavery with no
possession whatsoever, And, bersuse of this sl tuation, the
progress of the Amerisamn Negrc has been slower than the Negroes
in other rommuni ties, I have seen the plentation system grow,
We hafo studied the growth of some plantations, and we have seen
thaﬁ as Negroes began to buy - sgquire land afterthe Civil War,
that 1t was not too long Wefore the man who owned the land 1n the
first place had ~onnived and somehow sesured asll of the land,
generally, back, and the Megro reverted from a slave to & tensnt
farmer, or $o & gharesropper, And his lot has not been that

£8P

much better off, Ang, I/- 1‘1;?" as right now - 1964 - that
; in the South,
we give serious thought to a land reform program ¥
if you look at the way these mass plantations have some irto
being - how it has been nonniving bLetween ~irsuit snd sl 1ques,

where Negroes probably have been t sken for taxes., Where Negroes
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have been charfied smaller amounts for taxoa; than should have been
éhargod over the years - and they take the position thst 1it's

the owner of the land's pesponsibility to be sure that he is
properly taxes, and after some fifty or sixty years, this grest
tax debt comes against the land and the Negro san't pay it, And,
the land is nonfiscated,

Warren: Is this $airly sommon?

Henry: Faifly ~ommon in the growth of the large plantations

in this area, In the South,

Warren: I see, yes, yes.

Henry: So slthough it sppears to be in advosating land reform,
téking from to g:l;ve to others, but when we look at how some
those that got, got, and those that do not have, have not got,

it doesn't disturbiamy conscience, morality at dll to advonate
that we become seriously nonsidoru_ors of a land-reform program,
Warren; But - on a program with sompensation, or without?
Henry: With compensation, with sompensation, yes.

Warren: You would have been for sompensation to the Southern
lend-holders in Y657

Henry: I don't reslly kmow,

Warren: That's Myrdal's big point, of m~ourse,

Henry: Yes, Idon't reallly knowe When I understand the smount

of human labor for free that these plantation owners used, I donft
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really know whether they were entitled to anything el se, May-
be at that time they had reseived more than they really should
have,

Warren: Mygpdahl'!s point here is that there was a bankrupt
economy and to leave it bankrupt as it wa, in faect, was a
sontributing element to the present situation,

Henry: I think the blg mistake we really made wng/;:;ing the
Northern troops too soon, I think that - I believe it was
Rutherford Hayes, wasn't it, that made what we feel was a deal
with the South - if you'll vote for me, I'1ll remove the Federal
troops.

Warren: The 's right, The big sellout of 1876,

Henry: Yes, and I think more than sompensation for the land,
the big error was to prematurely mo ve the troops,

Warren: Eleven years after the War was over,

Henry: Yes, _

Warrens I hear now and they partisularly in Msssissippi,

the notion that ogly by some gort of thgoat of violenge will real
progreess take plasce toward soeial justice for the Negroe

Henry: Well, that all depends on wh&t you meen by threat of
violengce, You see, any aet tha§ the Negro teskes toward gain-
ing his rights as a pcitizen, 1s sonsidered a thr?at of violence

by white sommunities, Ir 1t's going into nhureh and espousl ng
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the qw stion of the right to vote in some ~ommunities, thst
provokes the white ncmmunity to violense, If 1t's printing

2 handbill and pessing it out in some romminities - thatt?!s a
threat to the tranquillity and pesece snd a threat to violengpe

in some partisular sommunities, S0, this is - you wogld haw

to ioflno, you kpov, exantly what i1s a threat to violenee, and
whether or rot astidn guaranteed by the Constitution of the United
States, the first amendment that gives us the right of freedom of
assembly, and freedom of expression, ren be econstrued as threats
of violengpe,

werren: Yes, I realize that, I was going & step farther -

I'11 have to shange the tape first,

Henry: You mean we'Ve been here a hour,

Warren: Yes, - I don't want to keep you up sll night now, Itts
almost eleven o'elonk, |

Henry: OK. :

Warren: Let's take a 1ittle plece of the next tape. All right?
A 11ttle plene., 'This is going too well, I hateato stop 1t,



