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and universallty of things will probad®ly be shown, et nreters, i

And linking, and having the Negro audienne understand them

on those terms,

Warren:‘ That%s a faselnating prospeat, I'd 1ike to see some
of your playse

Moses: 8o would I,

Werrens Yes, I ran imagine,
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VWiarren: As a starter 1 wonder 1f you mould tell me how you

first got interested in the N. A. A, C, Pe, In Civil Rights -
Civil Rights Mavement,

Henry: Well, Dr, Warren, I belleve that i1t goes bsek to a roint
before I ~>mld even rememher myself, One of the earliest ex-
perienses that I remember was the traumstie experience cf being
separated from o lad thet I had known sinese birth, when it n~cme
time to go to seshool, And we were living fn Dernle, I wus
born in thls eountys;and his prnrents end my parents wers ths best
of friends and, of asoursey, Randolph and I bersme Inseparsble,
And, to have to go to one s~hool and he to another et the age

of eim or seven was one of the esrly erises of my life, and-I
Just never forgot about 1t,

Warren: This 1s a white boy, you mean?

llenry{ ~ Yes, Randolph wes ¢ wh!te boy erd T under s tand from my
\\‘ s
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mother and from his mother that as shildren, as babies, they
would leave him with my mother at times, and me with his mother
at timesy, and we both nursed eash othert!s mothers? breasts as
rhildren, And when it ~ame time to go to school we all

looked forward to it, and here the great experience that we
eantielpated was so negated by the question of rasisl prejudiece
eand racial bias that separated two kids who loved each other
dearlye And, sinece that time, and I ecan't remenmber a time that

rese
I was not conmerned abovt the/question and determined to do what

$ could about 1t,

Warrent Of mourse, many people are aware &f it, I suppose
every Negro has to be aware = 1t's just part of the times - but

in doing is another thing - I mean/astual moving into an organi-
zation like Ne As A. C, Pe or 2 similar organization, and you have
been with i1t a long time, I understand,

Henry: Yes, 1 became a member of the Ne A, As C. Py as & high
srhool student, when the senior slass cf '41 in Kohoma County
were encouraged to take out membership in the N, A. As Ce. Pay

and of nourse, after high sehcol, going into the servise, there
was an immediate need for N, A. A. C. Py philosophy with regard
Jto the m any instanecess of raecial bigetry enmd rasial prejudiee

'we ran into in the servicey and coming out of the serviece and
into ecllege -~ on the eampus of .'pior University, I was - there
mn stron g Civil Rights movement, partisipating in the National
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Students' Association as a student, gave additional opporturity

of partiecipation with organizetions that were soncerned about

the rights of mankind,

Warren: This 1s after the war?

Henry: This 1s after the war, yes sir, And upon eoming

home from ecollege in *50, we did not have an orgenized N, A. A, 0. P.
in the sommunity, snd in '62 we organized the N, A. A, C. P, here
and I became its president and have remained president of the loeal
bfanch ever since,

Warrent I know you have been very prominent in it, in faet,

80 prominent that it oncurred that the bullet that Medger Evers
got, might have gotten you by a toss-up,

Henry: well, I've heard that too, and we get it from what we
consider usually reliable sources within the news media, but

I'm not anxi ous to die, but I'm not afraid of it, I think one
thing that the death of Medger accomplished for me, it freed

me from any fear of it, I know that I can never give any more

to the cause than Medger Evers gave = and he was the best friend

I had. And I'm willing to give as much,

Warren: This was a deep, personal friendship then?

Henry: Yes, sir. It goes back to about ?50. We bobthi got

out of school about the same time.

warren: Were you in school togéther?
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Henry: No, we were in different iﬁstitutionl, but we came
out and began working in the Freedom Movement together,
Warren: Yes. Was he a native Mississipian same as you?
Henry: Yes, sir. He was from Newton County, Myssissippi.
Warren: That's what I thought, He was not from here,

Homr y3 No, he was from Newton County, Not from Go -
Werren: Yes, I remember now, There has been threatening,
and there has been small asts of violence ageinst you, hasn'g

there, here?

Henry: Well, yes. Our house was bombed and set afire, shot
into, the store'sb een bombed,
Warren: The store's been-- the windows knosked out too, hasn'g

it

Henry: Yes, sir. The windows were knocked out prettyf requently,
Warren: Pretty frequently. S0 I hear, Was it one case of

shooting into the house, or more?
Henry: Twoe.

llrren; Two?
flenry: Yes, sir,
werrens I've read about one. I think I'Vve heard about one

more - one other, but I didn't know how much - that there might
have been some that I hadn't heard about,

H enry: Well, you see what happens - these things happen usually
late at night, and some wilg, careening cars come t hough amd they
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shoot at random, Perhaps not aiming, but just shooting, .\
Bullet could cause serious difficulty,.

warren; Well, bombing isn't quite that casual thoughe

Henry: No, the time that they bombed t he house, we were all
asleep. And, we woke - the consussion awoke us and, of course,
the inecendlary set the house afire and we were able to get the
fire out, however, before any serious damagew as done to any

of the people - any members of the family, or any of the visitors
who happened to be in here at that time, ;
Warren: Yes, DO you think that was just a bomb to frighten

you, to intimidate you, or do you think it was meant to destoy
the house? Destroy -

Henry: I think i1t was meant todestroy us,.

Warren: Um,hum, . Strong enough for that?

Henry: Yes, sir,

Warren: What about the eritisiam of Ne A, A. C. P. by some

of the other orgsnizations, Or people= put it this way -

not orgm izations as organizations, I have ensountered it

here and there, You know they - the line taken by various

peopk , even -

Warren: Well, I take this positiom, that it's important, really,
that we keep our eyes on the targety, which is freedom, and I

guess, also, on the enemy, who would be eonsidered those who are in
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opposition to all Amerieans, or sl elfizens obtaining eitizen-

ship in Ameriea. Now, I take this position also - that in
partisan conversation, there is bound to be at times a praisirg

of a particular organization, snd many times some people feel

that the only raise to praise their own is to down the other,

In the main, however, I think that thoseof us who are gémuinely
concerned with Civil Rights - in sp aking sometimes derogatorily
about the N. A, A, C. P, are not really serious in their eriti-
ecismsy I think to some degree it's kind of jealousy, thet some
might hold because of the prominence that the N, A. A. C. P. has

in the Civil Rights field. It might be that sometimes in caution -
to try to be sure that the step we take is the right step to take,
That sometimes we are eriticized for moving slower than others
would have us move, But, when we look at the fact that wegardless
to who else gets in jail, becasuse of whatever activity they have
become involved in, it's always the grand old, good N. A, A. C. P,
that number one: puts up the bond money to gef him out of gail,
and number two: furnishes the legal talents to get him out of

the diffisulty with whigh they are involved, S0, although there
might be eoriticism leveled against the Neo A. A. C. P. at times

by some ¢ I think that these oritisisms are in the main, expressions
that do not come from the heart, but come from th& lips in somewhat
passion and are not really aimed at casting a derogatory pie\"\“"o

of the Ne A, A, G, P., bup are more to cast a pleasant pletw e
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sbot an organigzation for whish a man might have p persuasion
for, other than the N A, A. C. P,

Warrens Waiving the question of one organization agiinst
snother, there is an argument, that one enscounters, to the _
effect that dependence on legel action, the insistence on

the legality of the processhas inhibited the achievement of
Civil rights, becsuse it carries no threat with it,

Bonrp Oh, no, no. I ran't agree with that at all, I
think that the mere faest that the N. A, A. C. P, has been in-
volved in ie gal astion, it has served as an spparatus tédetor-
mine sctuslly what the law is - what the lew says, and a deter-
mination and an interpretation of the law that is on the books,
without whiech thox_fc would be no precedent - without which there
would be no direct action, knowing previously what the final
legal outcomwe 18 going to be. Now, I don't mind violating
many of the Myssissippi statutes, but those ﬁhnt I violate I |
know are in contrast with what is the law on the Federal level,
And speaking from a seriptoriel point of view, I would not want
to become involved imn violstions of the laws of thio State

that would be upheld by the Constitution of the United States,
And, I think that the 1.;111.1:1_;5 approsch that the N, A. A. C. P,
has teken, has slarified Wnebouuo’. "rborororo, we éla. with-
out hesitation, becoge involved in direst action, b ecause we know
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the first smendment to the Constitution gives us the right to
protest, but the godd old N, A, A. C. Pe has established this
right in our own minds, end sonsequently, when we violate this
law we are not violating what we consider an actual law, but a
practice that?s within Mississippl that we want to get rid of,
Warren: I've heard it argued too with the legalistic approach
keeps the image of the law-abiding society as some thing to sut
out of the protest,

Henry: Well, now, I think that's important. It hink that we do
wanf to beecome - we do want to be that - the iaw-abidirg.- ecitizens,
And I also think that the legal image of this nation, that has
been identified by the work of N, A. A, C. P. lawyers and cthers,
really gives the =~ brings into the possibilitycf ecreation of the
directiaptign movement, Now, were i1t not for the faot that the
fonstitution of the United States stands for the oqualit; of man-
kind, so defined that this sountry itself was built on aects of
‘protnt.- the Boston Tea Party, and various other activities that
were responsible for the birth of this nnt;ion. Were it not for
the fact that we know that these are democratically sestion prin-
clploljgoﬁoatn, the image of this nation from the eyes of the
Negroes, it 1s very necessary that we understand that this is the
position - this is the offiecial position of our sountry, Were
1t that the offielsl position of our country was to deny the |
right to Negroes tob e full and free oitizens of this eountry,
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I doubt very seriously if the protest that we are waging,

on a non-violent nature, would be ~ontinued to bew aged in

this restrained, dignified menner, because without the hope,
without the knowing that the United States ssnetions whotwe

are doing - then we would be in open rebellion sgsinst the
country. Therefore, the restraint thet we are able to impose
upon those who partieipste, 1t would not be possible if the
vietory that we seek were not so sure,

¥arrens Do you - first, let me read you two passage -
eritisizing Mertin Iyther King's philosorhy. May ¥ read you
this? 1It'g by the - the passage is by Konneth Clark, the psy~ho-
logist st C. ¢. N. Y, Here is o quotation, "On the surface
King's philosophy appears to refleect heslth and stability, while
the Blaek naturalists"” - he'd been talking about the Black Mus-
lims, "Betray pathology end instability. A deeper analysis,
however, might reveal that there 1s also an unrealistie, if not
pathologianl bias, in King's doetrine, The naturasl reastion

to injustice and opporession is bitterness andr esentment, The
form whish such bitterness t akes need not be overtly violent,

but the effect ofi the human experience remhkins the same. It
would seem, therefore, that any demend that the viastims of oppres-
sion be required to love those who oppress them, places an addi-
tional and probsbly intolersable burden upon these vietims. In
other words, the notion that it 18 psyshologlieally unhealthy to
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forgive, Now, in the 1light of your own experience, whipeh

is vast in this matter, and your cbservstions and readings

about the effeet of Dr, King's program, what would you sry sbout
this? Please comment, '
Henrys Well, Dr, King's philosophy is built on an under-
standing of Christiagity - the Christian ethie, I eerteinly
agree that the adoption of the following through on an ethie

of Christianity is nct, shall we say, sommon sense. It's not

a kind of reaction that one would normally bte expected to under-
stand,

Warren: It's not common humen nature either,

Henry: No, it isn't, Christienity is not sommon human nature,
Warren: It's redeemed human nature, is that 1t?

Henry: — Yes, redeemed, And, only in this eonﬁext, that I
think that Dr. King's philosophy and whiech is the philosophy

of many of the others of us, that Jesus Christ so forgave His
oppressors and if we are to be true followers of Christianity,
theh we too must be able to forgive tfzose whe dfjpress us, But,
I elso think thet King 1s very ecareful in identifying what he
calls love, He refers to the Greek language in an identifi-
cation of this love, and the three words that the Greeks use -
number one is philial, whish is a resiproeal kind of lovi.

One who I8 loved because he isloved, and it 1s scrtainly not

philial level that King espouses, that we low our oppressors.
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The other - another word thst the Grookausoiia aalled eros,
whisrh in Greek, understanding is the yearn of tﬁi flesh for

the rim of the God - &an esthetin, syneopathing kind of eexual
ettrantison, man for women, snd it is not in this sontext that
King is talking abcug either, But the third word that the Greeks
use is the word called phildsl - end when we arise to love -

the third word that they use is a word ~alled agathle, exruse
me, and when we rise to love on the agathe level, we love men
not because we like them, not beaaueé they like us - not besause
there is something physinally sattrastive about them, but we love
them bnnause God loves them - béncsuse the Redeemer of this world
that we know about, maused them to be nreated and we know that
He loves everything th:t He asreated, Therefore, it 1s up to
us to imitste the lesder of the Christian faith - hard §8 it

mey be, diffisult as 1t might be, we know that freedom is

not easy and vovlit'.lfmut; some suffering there will be no freedom,
And, I'11 go along with King all the way in this redemptive
kind of love that espouses a love of mankind, becsuse God
Himself made him and FRe loves him, Wl
Warreni I've heard it said by admirers of Dr. King, say that
only by thio is there basis for a fubure sosiety. You cean

win every law sult, every - and byyforee selze every right -

1f necessary by for~e, end then have no soniety when you got

through, without this humen re~ognition aerose the lines of race,
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H.nr&: Well, that might - thatfs pro bsably true on the Amerisan
se€ne. I think this - I think that there has to be this ron-
trest of sectivity, with the emergengp to freedom for Negroes in
imerica. I don't think that we ~un £ir our freedom by using
the same apparstuses that sre used - thet have been used in

#sia and Afriesa, In Ghane and Nigert', now, in other ecountries
of Afrisa, vhen the hegro has emerged to freedom, he has driven
out the white oppressor, The land has been left to the blacks,.
But here in America, when we gain the freedom that we know that
we're going to get, our white brother and our black brother are
going to be still right here, Neither 1s going to drive the
other out. Therefore, it has to be this symbiotie kind of
response and r espent, ons for ﬁho other,

Warren: That 1s, this 1s not a nationalistie revolution, execept
in the Bleck Muslims' dreem. It 1s a metter of a soeisal ad-
Justment within the same nation, with the same - -
Henry: 1I'd say we've got to leasrn to adjust soeleally, to all
end other people in this ecountry, and not aceept differem~es ss
any connotation of superiority or of inferiority, merely a
cultural difference,

wWarrens That brings yp snother question whish I - in my rcat
here - I encountered first in reaeding DuBolse meany years ego -
many years age., He speasks of a split, or the division in the

Negro psyehe, or the - he says on one hand there isthe yearning
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that at least some, ﬁerhapa many of the Negroes feel, and he
was one of them, for identifiecation with a black soul, with
even with the spirit of Afriea, Mother Afrisa - or some pull
toward the exelusive experience of being Negro, what 1s how
Negritude, or Mystique - those phrases, On the other hand,
there is the pull, es he puts it, towards the VWestem eultural
traditions - Burope and Amerieca, And the impulse to enter
that position - to integrate with that tradition and perhaps,
in the end, to lose the Negro identity entirely in entering the
bloodstream and the sultural stream of the Western world, For
some people this is apparently a problem - a real division of
loyalties. Do you think about that, or does it seem to he
sSAgnIrikemte you? I know to some people 1tis not signifieant
at ell,

Henry: Well, 1t's ndt signifiecant from the standpoint of what
will the outasome be, I take the position that as an Ameriecsn -

Warren: I'm sorry sir - I've got to anrall the tgipe here -



