JUDGE HASTIE
TAPE THREE

Q: Does that 1ittle remark from M r, Evers carry any

Conviction in you.

HASTIE: It does, Hearing it, made me think of something
I don't remember who first said it, or if I ever knew who first
siald it. T he quotation that comes to my mind -- nothing that the

white man can give the Negro is as important as the respect he

—

withholds., Now that is important I think R both for the Megro's

O ——y

reaction and for the whiteman's reaction. The Negro's resentment

of particular situations is certainly underlain by his resentment

of the respect that is withheld. And so many of the acute situations

would be , would not be acute, if the Negro has thefeeliﬁg of being

génuinely respected. Many of the demonstations which, to some people,

By seem pointless, or at least misdirected, I think, and here I am

——

Playing the psychologist, are expressions of a inward urge to do something

—

that both helps one's self-respedct and wins respect from other people.
-1 . KRS am

So much from the Negro's point of view, andfrom the point of view

of his white neighbor, I think axx that as the Negro wins the white
man's respect, regardless of fondness or affection, itbecomes easier

for the two to deal with each o ther on a meaningful and constructive

basis.

Q: That is, the Negrox's seeking of identity in thepersonal
gnse, is also connected with his seeking of a social identity, is

mdkxthat right, to put it in other language.

HASTIE: Well, I'm not sure which is personal identity and
hich 1s social identity. Spell out what you mean,
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Q: Allright, I was think his sense of self-respect as his
p ersonal identity.

HASTIE: oh yes, yes, in many ways, perhaps are opposite

sides of a coin.

Q: Yes, I should assume that they were. But they go
together, then.

HASTIE: I think they do, unquestionably,

Q: Let us take thisline of speculation for a moment, let's
assume that a pe fect civil rights bill has been pasedy-ard---passed,
is drawn and passed, with teeth in it; let us assume the Fair employment
oractice things are in operation and are in-fewee--enforced; let us
aspume we have integration of schools as far as , as practical ,
forge ting these extreme problems. What remains to be done, and who's

®msponsible for doing some of thethings that are to be done,

HASTIE: Well, the basic thing thatremains to be done,

though this is an important step, an essential step, I think, along

k\\the way, the basic thing that remains to be done, is to develop a
(! k:ommunity in whike--which men wi tn in themselves regard race and color

»aé a masbber-ef-matter of no great consequence. That would be my

/ brief answer to your question,

\\/

a3 Now what responsibilities would theNegro have in this?
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A HAS TIE: He would ‘have , one of his responsibilities, is
to seek to deal with his fellow men as individuals, rather , than
as white men and black men, just as the white person would have the
same responsibility. The Negro owuld have Eama&x to come out of the
protective shell, the habit of generationé of living, which would
impelx him to seek in his whole range of community relationships,

N peoplf @kx of the same race or color, because there is no question
in :

that today you find many si tati _memb ers of the white

community are willing tomeet Negroes more than half way, in Exmx human
b ’ ! Syl oD )
relationships which ax&x generally ignor race, yet find Negroes

not responsive to it.

Q: How much is thata a problem of what we might call
de facto inferiority, rather than any race inferiority as such.
How much is that problem, a problem that has not been faced, by and large,

by Negro publicists, or leaders, or society in general.

HASTIE: How much is there a problem of defacto inferiority

t hat has not been faced?

Q: As a responsibility of the Negro to face.,

HASTIE: Oh, there is certainly axx is a ver y real problem
of developing both social attitudes , personal pride, ambition,
r all of those characteristics that lead an individual to make as much
as he can of himself individually, and as a useful member of society.

There's much of that that has to be done, andof course, a substantial

~ part of the burdén of that, is on kk&x members of the Negro community

themselves.
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Q: This goes back, I suppose, to the old smkkbetween
the Booker T, Washington approach and that of Dubois, and that whole
switch from "eelf-improvement" as a watch wo rd, to rightand power,

a8 watch words,

HASTIE: I t's very hard, some of it , 1s thehen and the egg
dilemma. It i1s much harder to work effectively from , for self-
improvement, when all of thepressures of society , or not all the
Pressures, but thedominant pressures of s@rikyx society, are such as
to convince theindividual that he is not capable of ver y much
£1f-improvement. So , I think that Dubois was right in recognizing
that from the very beginning, there had to be major emphasis, on status
R@x and recognition and community acceptance, because wi thout smme
substantial measure ofthose, the other drive doesn't go so far. Now
of course, you can, I realize people would rx& waux reverse that and
|y that it is much easier to win acceptance if the person demonstrates
hdb-he---that he is worthy of acceptance. I think part ofDubois'
dealing with that, was his concept of the "talented tenth" and many
of the , those who were fightinégghancipation, the Abolitioniss, had
the same idea, that the goal can be achieved by a representative
number or minority of Negroes, so demonstrating their fitness for
acceptance that people woudl come to realize that denial oftacceptance

henid---should not be a racial thing.

Q: You see khkx things like this, for instance, speech by
James Baldwin, which Iheard t;n Washington, :i Howard University
Nonviolente Tonference last fall, -- "'he lowest Negro dumx drunka rd
o rdope pusher has no reason to feel apologetic to any white man.,"

Now this an oracular pronouncement that probably means nothing excepting
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an attitude of a certain sort, self-improvement kind of thing.

Denying

HASTIE: Of m course, to me, that is , I understand that

' statement being made, but to me, it's meaningless statement. Of course,

he has no reason to be apologetic to any "white man", but he hasreason

 be apologetic to himself, and to society.
Q: And in a way, to_o ther Negroes.
HASTIE: Of, of course,
Q: Very definitely, would you say.
HASTIE: Yes, yes.

Q: I noticed in a speech by Dr., King, more recently, that
he wound up with a shift to the self-improvement theme, very
enphatically -- "If you are a street sweeper, be such a street sweeper
& thatthe angels in heaven will bend over and say "what a street sweeper
e-haye---we have!'," Now this is the old, this sounds Xkx like
Booker T, Washington , you see, back to the laying down your buckets

where you are, A whole swing, you see, back, to tha &

hastie; I'm not sure that it x%xx is, because I think every
s chodl or every leader in one way or another, tries to drill and
stimulate pride in his followers. And I don't think that is an earmark

of one school, rather than the other, The Black Muslims of course =--

" pride in blackness -- is part of their thesis,
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Q: And self-improvement too.

HASTIE:
And self-improvement also, yes. So I don't
believe that's a distinguishing characteristic between schools., It
Mmay be that the distinction is that Booker Washington had a tendency

o make that almo program, as.distingu;shed from one feature,

of a program having mm@xother major aspects.

Q: But there seems to be, I don't want to speak as if I
had any, made a survey of this, but the notion ofself-improvement
hag become almost disreputable, in certain circles, because it seems

to give something away. The propaganda.

HASTIE: Are you speaking now of the contemporary scene,

Or are you speaking historiclaly.

QX: Well, both, both. The embhasis has shifted xa&rx the
other way, and , but it's maybe my sympathy with Dubois, you see, I
th ink we have to be on that. The question is now a 11ttlé different,
of whether theself-improvement idea, hasnow taken on a symbolic value,
Wwich is a negative, where it seems to imply time, process, delay,

you see, khgraxbecomes a bad word.

HASTIE: I see, yes, there has,certainly a large part

of Negro liifif5h°P is suspicious of theemphasis on self-improvement

\_/___/—‘——\__\_’4
by those elements of the whitecommunity which are thought & to be
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disposed to slow down the drive for equality. On the other hand,
R .. ilsnas
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ect tht it would be hard to find any significant Negro le
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which in dealing with the members of theNegro community themeselves,

did not place some substantial emphasis on self-improvement,

Q: Somewhere, in fact, in the last book, James Baldwin
says -8 that the best kXx testimony is that the southern mob does not

Espeesent thewill of the southern majority.

f f HASTIE: It may be that it doesn't represent the way of the
Sou hern majority, in the sense of procedure, but in the sense of

maintaining the status quo, or preventing any major shift in racial

J etiquette and accommodation and so on, I wish I could feel it did not

epresent the will of the majority, but as of 1964, I'm afraid it does.
Of course, we've had, we go back 25 or 30 years and find that
prevailing sentiment in the south, came to disavow lynching as a
eyrhbl--horrible crime, but that did not mean that the dominant

will was against keeping the Negro in & his place, it was against

k eeping him in his plce, in that par ticularly horrible and shgsx

Shocking way.

Q: What about the northern will to keep the Negro in his

place?

HASTIE: Well, I think unhappily there's more of thatwill

gxak than we sometimes like to recognize., I think I said to you
earlier that the 25% vote for governor Wallacein the Wisconsin
prikmer-¥xx primary, I'm afraid, truly represents at least a 25%

view in your so-ealled 1liberal northern communities, @ainst a , some
g changes in thestatus ofthe Negro -- for example, unsegregated or

free access to residential neighborhoods, and numbers of other aspeqtgw

1
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Q: I read a report'on the Gallub Poll about northern
attitudes , a few weeks agao, recent poll, I mean, recent in a matter
Of months, on public accommodations, the sentiment, northern sentiment
an very high, say 75% in favor of, you know, free access to public

accommodations, no discrimination.

HASTIE: Yes, I would think itmight even run higher.

Q: Or even higher, as given then, about 75-80, maybe 80%,
it's high anyway. The other , right with it, "would you consider
leaying yourneighborhood of a Negro family a came in?" Itx ran
almost as high, agxxga&Exr would seriously considering leaving it -- or

would do so. About 55,

HASTIE: ®: That doesn't surprise me, in fact, if I had given detail
in answer to one ofyour ot her questions, as to what has to be done,

after there is the needed legislation, one of the basic indexes of

r\'the change ofsentiment in which people don't think of race as an important

thing about other people, one of the basic indexes ia attitude towards
living in thesame immediate neighborhood with Negroes. And I have the
feeling that that is the , perhaps the last of the major commmnity

practices to be changed, and perhaps the most difficult change.

Q: Is it possible that it would be-easire-$e---casier to

change in the south than it is in the north?

HASTIE: I heard that said from time to time, and thre is
of course, some'historic basis for it, because urban residential

segeegation on a brodd scale, is the product of your restrictive

i

convenants and your comparablé‘practiees, in the building m,'theldevelopmen%

3
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tohave his ghetto as a pelibial--p

¥

of northern z%x cities, 1largely in the period between the first

and second world war. And yéu have historically found during that
period, many‘southern communities, in which a relatively few Negro
fanilies who were economically in a position to live in a better
nelpghborhood or who happened to own property and lived for a few
generations inthat neighborhood, lived quite peacably, there. So
historically there is a norhhern , there wasa northern development

of this segregated residential pattern. Now, whether it is easier
today, to get persons in the south to change that pattern, than in the
north, in that there is some feeling of community, grater feeling of

community in southern towns, than there is in northern towns, I don't

know.

Q3 You find this strange thing, an extremely bright young
Negro lawyer inNew Orleans, complaingng to me that they had no ghetto.

This is a mXkx political defect.
HASTIE: In New Oreleans,
Q: They have no concentftation of vobes , you see,

HASTIE: New Orleans is an atypical city, because of its
whole historic background , of Creoles, people of mia@ed blood,
and even of anti;segregation legislétion that was on the Louisiana

statute books, but ignored, 8kx 30-U40 years ago.

Q: It's true too in other sou thern towns, to a degree,
the interlockingof neighborhoods, and overlapping of neighborhood,
was regretved by a very modern-minded young man, whoxwukx would like

olitical device, you know, to break

L - 3
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the ghetto,
HASTIE: Yes.
Q: It gets funny, doesn't 1t,

KXTIEX HASTIE: Yes, I think one ofthe very early Xuk public
busing projects in 1930s in one of the South Carolina cities, I've
forgotten whether it's Charleston or Columbia, doesn't matter, but
€Ven in those early days of public housing, there were those in
Washington and in the national organizatikn, who were making some effort
to set up public housing on a nonsegregated Bakx basis. And in this
Particular 8Bouth Carolina city, I forget which, 1t was finally agreed,
hdt the new hesuimg--housing project, which would be a long narrow
area, between two paralleling streets, with an alleyway running
parallel to and between these streets, would be set up and this
%pe of segregation. The houses facing on street A would be forNegroes,
the housing facing on street B would be for whites, and there would
b e a common alley separating them, and the people would visit over
€ heir back fenses, as the case may be, but in that sense, it was just
a small indication of a community desire for the status of separation,
thoughk it weally was not a meaningful separation, 1in the community

life.

Q: What about the fact that there's a tradition, not a
tmradition, but just a fact of long standing, of personal assocaition.
That's a, that never crosses themind, I presume, or any Negro or X any
xxx¥x white man, in the eouth, as something unusual, Personal

physical zxx association.

jau SRR BIRLU R ¢ s
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HASTIE: Yes.
] q3 There are associations of all kinds.

HASTIE: Yes, association is entirely acceptable, so long
& the etiquette of the superior group and the inferior group is

respected.

Q: Now what about the reverse in the northern mores, there's
o etiquette involved, but simply , a refusal of association, or

withdrawal from association.
HASTIE: Yes,

Q: If the etiquette is changed, and segregation changes an
X@a idea and etiquette is changed, the spadework you might say, of
the prsonal association, some people maintain, has already been done
atbhe--~in the south, xX¥wx I tnever had to be undone, it was always

t here, in some way, in all kinds of ways.
KXXX HASTIE: Yes.,
Q: From fishingtrips to bedrooms, it was just always there.

HASTIE: That's probably $-urey-bué---true, but it HszExkkx

doesn't max minimize the difficulty of the problem ofchanging the

Lattitude.
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Q: HASTIE: No, no, no, people are gonna get shot over that.
HASTIE: Yes.

Q: No, I didn't mean to make that easy, but I'm thinking,
I'm looking forward, to another stage. This line of speculation 1is
t hat some peoplewould hotly deny that itmakes any sense at all. Some
Rople say yes, 1t's a factor to be considered of importance.
I'll read you a quote if I may, maybe I'll change the subject a little
bit, " Thewhole tendency of a Negro Hist ory lMovement, not history,
but Xk% its propaganda, is to encourage the average Negro to escape
the realities, the actual achievements and actual failures of the max
present, Although the movement consciously tends to build race pride,
it may also cause Negroes unconsciously, to recognize that group
Pride is built partly on dillusions, and therefore may result in a
devaluation of themselves, for being forced to resort to such self-

deception." This is from Araed-Res-Arnold Rosexxxx, Myrdal's

collaborator.

HASTIE: Yes.

Q: I might save time for you if you would &Ex puzzle my

wekx writing if you wish, you're a judge a long time, so you can hear

things.

HASTIE: That seems to me to presuppose a suphisticated
analysis of history, that is not common experience, whether one is
eatin®--dealing with a Negro or with any o ther person. I am not
I doubt whether thereading of such history, has much broader consequences
hendb-~-than the intended,cqnsequence nxx.referrred to, namely,

a sanse of some measure of pride, rather than sakx shame in one
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and background. I dakkxkk don't think that the reading of history
such history, tends to make people & believe it is unimportant to try
fo improve one's self, or , I just doubt whether in actual experience,

ha$¥-gens--that consequence is realized.

Q: I would offer this as a piece of evidence. I would
o ffer the evidence, of southern history, sou ther, official white
history, where 1t's the old south, you see, offerx; an official
¥ew-of-5--view of themselves, Exx of ourselves, you see, by their
white confemderate southerners. And this, as recognized by many
many many people, still cling to this idea, even they know it's
a fraud, they are passing themselves, and they feel sort of
Uncomfortable abkikmk about this. Amdxxawx When you hear to it, you
break out of it, you see. But I recognize the human possibility, because

I've seen this thing working for white southerners.

HASTIE: Perhaps this has an xz&mgk aspect

de

Q: R Self-dxXlusion.

HASTIE: WHAT Mr. Rose had an aspect that I did not
Brasp at thefirst reading of it. It may have the effect of
giyikneg-giving an excuse for being as I am, I have been mistreated,
I have been taken advantage of, and ther efore the responsibility for
my improvement is exclusively the responsibility of those who have
mistreatedme, If that is what was meant, I certainly can see an element

of truth in it., Is tht theview thatyouthink is being expressed?

Q: Well, I think that's part of it. I think there's another

part, if I make it & out, again by analogy. Oryou could go to the
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extreme case oftheBlack Muslim history, the false history, the fabricated
history, to justify pride. But it just has td be that false., to use
history as a substitute for a present reality and to build a pride

Which is outside of rational justification., I think thesou thern

myth, the white veranda, and the julip and the contented darkie

plucking banjo and ®aXx cavalry charges, instead of thehistorical

south, as & we gather from real history. A mrkxx myth, a delusion,

a dream, which is used to justify some sense of superiority, or defect,
as you say, in other words, it can work both ways. Inthe south

: ; consolation.
1t wo rks both ways,xjus justifies the alibi, as well as eenseibhien

HASTIE: Well, insofar as Negro history is used to attempt
to inculcate inthe Negro the idea that he is a superior person,
ra ther amn-in----than an inferior person, as contrasted with just
ano ther human being like other human beings, of course, it's bad.
I #ak don't believe that , there has been too much impact , whether
it be of the black muslims or the Garvey movement, or any ofthe
Writings of Negro history, I don't believe there's been too much
impact in convincing Negroes that they are members of a superior

race, Now, to the extent that theee has been that effect, certainly

it'sunwholesome,

END OF TAPE THREE
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