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ROBERT PENN WARREN BOX 2 MRS, HZRVEY February 9, 1964,

Warrens Where were we%

Mrs,Harvey: Wa 1, I was about to ask you.

Warren: Itve lost track.

Mrs,Harvey: Uh, huh. Oh, we were talking about the mystiec

in the Negro, which =

Warren: Oh, yes, expressed - expressed -

Mrs.Haorveys In DuBoicse, Yes, now what was your question on
that?

W,rrens Well, vh at do you feel about thdg % »
Mrs.Harveys Well, I think the two experiences of my husband
and I might be illustrative of the type of thing thct DuBolse

was talking about. Now, my feeling in Africe was one of com=-
plete identification, a feeling of'going home, you know, being
at home, and that I reelly had found my roots, you know, aud all
that, Well, now, my husband had none of that at all., Afrieca
wes just like going to South Americé, or India, or me other
place to him - Europe. So, now, right here within my own family
i1s maybe an illustration of the sort of thing you're talking about,
Warren: Well, how would thet feeling - your feeling for Africe,
this sense of home, relate to your activity toward integrsted,
free society here, which possibly means a loss of identity as a
Negro? How do those feelings square?

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, all right, We'll rome badk to that.

Warrens All‘right.
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Mrs,Harvey: Well, I can say this - 1t's being a feeling of
home did not mean thet I wanted to r eturn there to remain -
Warrcens Yes?

Mrs.Harvey: It just felt - it made me feel that I had finally
touched base,‘and thet I had, you know, put my feet down =0lid
on what my roots weres But, it's from this point I would want
to move - move forward, and this would mean integration. This
would mean working, even 1f I were in Africs for the abundant l1ife
for all men, and all people - and 1t certalnly wuld mean this
in Americen life, You see, I see - my feeling about mankind
is that we all - no matter what race we are - are children of
God and that !He wents us 2ll to have abundent life, whatever it
means - whatever the abundant 1ife means fér you, whatever it
means for me, based on what our individuel personalties ‘are -

our baeckgrounds, our roots and so forth, I want to work for

‘thet wherever I am, and it's not & matter of feeling that because

Africa gave me a sense of belonging and a sense of kinship, md =
sense of being at home and a sense of finding my roots thet I just
want to st down on those laurels.

Warren: You wouldn't interpret it then as a movement toward
Negro exclusivenpsq - approximating the Muslim -

Mrs.Harvey: No, no. Oh, no., Or the Zarviacs,

Warrens OF the Zerviaes, or anything like that,

Mrs.Harvey: No, not at all,

_ Warren: You find in terms of Christian religion then? Is that
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right? :

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, I do., The way I interpret it, yes. And
even in more than that becsuse, I mean, this~cou1a be - let!s

say the Judo - the Judaist - pronowre it for me - Judaio-Christien
traedition, beceause many persons that I work with are Jewlsh,

And then, I'Ve worked with people who are non-believers, for that

~matter, Certeinly in the Peace Movement, many people are non-

believers, some of them agnosties, and some are atheists, But,

I see it from a framework of God!s relationship to da 1 of his
children,

Warren: Spe&king of Jews, several Jews have said to me about
this question of the split in the - or possible split in the
Negro psyche, that they have the same thing. On the one hand,
your identity as a Jew, On the other hand, the impulse to move
into the main stream of American life and lose that exclusiveness,
even lose the Jewish heritage perhaps,

Mrs .Harvey: Well, you see I feel that you may in the natural
process of moving in, lose alot of it, but I think if you are
aware of what your b&CKEfOU1d is, aﬁd you have respeect and admira-
tion for 1ty I think the split in the psyche comes when a person
wants to move away from what his past was, and does not have re-
spect for 1ﬁ and doesn't admire 1t - and therefore, he's trying
to be absorbed by another thing, It's not that with me., It's

recognizing what my past 1s, as a member of a Negro mindrify,gwifh
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relationShip and roots in Africa, but it's slso working with

all of the races, so that everybody gets their place in the sun,
Warren: Do you see a parallelism between this problem for
those Negroes for whom it is e problem, and the problem of

the Mississipians, or other Southerners - who on one hand feel
the impdse to enter the mainstreem of Mmerican 1life and who

are committed to theat 1in a waj, yet who stand back defending
some exelusl veness - s me presumably necessary Southern heritage -
split of thzt sort, that Mirdehl talks about - that meny others
talk about,

Mrs Harveys Yes, I guess there is,

Warren: A division of loyalty is there.

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, I guess there 1s a parallel, But, you see,
I don't think - I mean, slthough Mirdahl is sayling this and
DuBoise said 1t, and it does happen with people, I don't think
1t necessarily has to happen. I don't think one - you have to
exclude one or the other,

Werrens Yes, I understand your point of view.

Mrs.Harvey: Th:t's whet I'm suggesting.

Warrens Many Southerners are in the position, I should think,
of the Negro who cen't resoncile these two impulses.

Mrs,Harvey: Y€sg, yes,

Warrens He also 1s in a split position,

Mrs. Hervey: That's right, theat's right, absolutely. ,;qu§g§é i
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he said then, 1ike blaesk and W ite - was it Dykeman thet studied
blaeck and white, anyway, that it wes like splitting on the grave,
You see, he really didn't believe all of this, but it was like
spitting on the grave of his grandfather if he didn't act as
though he believed into it and 1lived up to the Southern tradi-
tions and so forth, So this - yés this was the -

Warren: Not an uneommon thing to find,

Mrs.Hervey: Why - vhy is this 4 why - well, éf nourse Souther-
ners in modern are just diehards, though, anyway, I was
about to ask, why do you - they feel this tremendous tug of tra-
difion on them, because part of it, I guess, is the vhole isola-
tionism of the people living in the South aﬁyway, beecause they
are isolated on issues of peace - they are isoléted in economics,
they are isolsted in race - and this is a whole reflect on, isn't
it - on% | .

Warren: They feel themselves a deprived minority, many of them
do. Have the psyechology of a deprived minority, Seme psycho-
logy that can be found in any minority, This is complicated

by defeated nationalism, I suppose. |

Mrs Harvey: Yes, yes. And it puts them oun a defens ve positions
Warren: Now my next thought - question, stemming from thet
would be this: Do you see any chance for Southerners you

know to keep their Southerness, their sense of 1oya}§y,tq_g;

personal heritage, and lose the Negro prejudice - or is thbfhégro'
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prejudice a necessary pert of the Southern heritage, or is it

an accidental part of the Southern heritage. Do you see what
I'm getting at? I'm not saying it well, but I =

Mrs,Harvey: I think - I -

Worrens I'm blunting at something, enyway,

Mrs,Harvey: Yes, I think I understand what you are saying.

Y~ u're saying if they are going to hold on to what they belleve

is their Southern tradition and so forth, isn't the matter of
prejudice and race a natural part of th-tg

Warrens Yes, do they have to hang on to it, or cant hey say Thomas
Jefferson was a Southerner too. Or Robert E.Lee was 2 Southerner too,
Mrs.Harvey: Yea, yes, Well, let's say this, I would feel that
there are good and bad things sbout eny traditions, Southern or
what have you,.and whj not hang on to whatever the rich, best
positive things are of one's traditions and let go of the nega-
tive things, and I think that this race thing 1s one bf the nega-
tive things. fhen, the other thing I would say 1s that 1t

hasn't alwaeys been race prejudice as a part of the Southern
tradition. It's just been & frilure to recogulze that this
servaut, this slave who has besome a servaut, is a part of a
people and not a part of a thing - and 1s not a thing which they
owh individud 1y and which they love like they do theilr dog, or
their cat, or thelr horse. But, thet he is & part of a race

that has history end tradition and so forth ard, therefore, he
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1s to be respected as an individual, And; Ilthink tH s is a
growth process that a person has to go through. Oh, I would

say that I don't think it has tobe a part - someth ng that

one holds up.

Warren: Herets something related to that on the side of the
Negro situation, Sometimes I hear it said, or read 1t, that

the Negro has a great 1liabllity not merely imposed oun the outside,
but a self-imposed liability in using the deprivations imposed

on him by history and by present society as 2 kind of constant
2l1ibl and 2 constant exeuse for self=pity, Of couvrse, I don't
mean everyone does 1t - it's a human trait, anyway - but how
would you assess that? Do you see that aectually working around
you'?

Mrs.Hervey: oh, yes, .  Ithink a\lot of people, you know,
excuse things on the basls of = I think, as you say, 1t's a human
trait to try and find - to find execuses, This 1s a good one -
good a thing as any, Poor me, The way I've been treated, and
so forth, but I think we are getting away from it.

Warren: Do you think therots & resl shange ou that basis.
Mrs,Harvey: Oh, yes. Definitelye

Warrens Do you assoclate that chaige with the Civil Rights
Mgvement?

Mrs, Harveys Yes, 1 do. Yés, I do. I don't think your young
people would do my of that at all, They would recognize thv'}ef |

- faect that they have been'deprived.and neglécted, and so forth,
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but they got to make this jump, just like the African natioﬁs,
Ghana for example meking a two-hundred year jump in twenty years =
they hope to do,

W.rren: This puts us at Freedom Now, then,

Mrs,Harvey: Yes, that's right,

Warren: The content of the words - of the phrase - Freedom

Now - let!s come at that for a moment, Let me read something =
may I first - quotation - this is from Dn, Hancock, written some
several years ago now - the Negro sosiologlst-historian, The
quotation is this, "The molor question 1s a social problem

and as such as not different from any other social problem, and
by reason of this fact, it responds to the same processes of
eadjustment or maladjustment, Soeial problems, by tk ir very
nature, do not lend themselves to 1nstantaneous and absolute solu-
tion." You sec this is a = one pole of a discussion, But

this is one end of the dissussion and Freedom Now is the other
end. Where would we come out?

Mrs.Harvey: Well, it seems to me that Freedom Now means that
you must have a box in a way, a.frame, that indlcates Freedom

Now for all people like the Civil Rights legislation, And,
you!ll find that people move into that frame and take their
pleture, places in the picture, pretty easily - once the frame is
set. When I first started traveling out of Jackson, M{ssissippi,

the only way I could get a Pyllman reservetion is that an attorney -
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Negro = doetor, or an attorney friend of ours, cclled the station
meter here and said, "My friend's dsughter has to go sueh and such
a place, and 1t's too long for her to sit up. \Egt her have a
berth, " Then I would get what they rall Lower 13, the whole
parlor car - I mean the whole bedroom with - for the prire of

& lower - you know, so forth, And hsd to have d 1 my meals,
Well, they've changed the decision thet now people can eat in

the diner, and then you got into that, but you ate behind thei
curtains, you see, and then later the curtains were removed, and
you didn't fird many people starving and not eating because they
had to eat at a table with Negroces there, But you see, the
freme was set, The box was put there, and they moved into

it - very well and very easily,

Warren: You mecn - execuse me - please, please,

Mrs.Harvey: Go ahead.

Warreng; No, I'm sorry,.

Mrs.HarVey: No, because I'm ﬁot explainingit clearly. Go
ahead. Ask me,

Warrens I think I'm following 1t, Rt i waé going to try to para-
phrase it to you, see, be sure th& I did, and if I haven't got

it right, please tell me, That you would recognize time process
elther snort or long, process, but in terms of cleerly formulated
objectives ami & rclear movemént toward thdsg objectives - 1s phgp_

it?
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Mrs,Harvey: ThetTs 1t, Thet there must be action immediately
and positively, and that has teeth in it,

Warren: But - thatts it, The effects are clearly taking

a long or short time, isthat right%

Mrs,Harvey: Yes.

Warren: It ~an be - there's no absolute o lution,

mrs,Harvey: No, no., And the time - snd I want to say this -
that I said before, thet I don't think time 1s the issue, People
are always saying, "Oh, but it takes time."

Warren: Ple ase develop that,

Mrs. Horvey: To do such and sush - th-t's not the issue, The
issue 1s whaetever the partiesulsr thing 1s that we're t%lking
gbout, And then, we see what heppens as to time, But I think
that there!q much too much bémphasis put on the fact that 1t takes
time to do this - takes time to do this, I don't have time to
do this - you knows  And, this, is perfectly irrelevant, it seems
to me. The thing is = does this need changing< Let!s nhange
it. Now, how do we go about changing it and so forth, and then
you may find thst it will téke some time afterwards for people

to accept it, It was just today, for example, talking about
the faest that now the people can register to vote, but they're
not doing 1it, you see, Well, now, it shouldn't have been =
they have put the emphasis into the right place, They!'ve

gotten 1t so that peOple can do 1t. 'Now, you work to move
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peOple\faster, into the pertieular thing, you see. And, the
concerin wasn't all in the faet that it tekes time, and therefore
we want to move fast beecause 1t takes time, And, we will slow
i1t dowxn because it tskes time, You see, you forget that,
Leave that out, and let time fall in where it should. I meaun,
where it does, Does that make senset

Warreu: It certainly does, To me, it does indeed. And I
have seen p-ople sit in the same room and one say "Freedom Now
meéns now!™ and the other person say, "Well, it's all this talk

witlte
of process, Let's just/draw from the effort." These two poles

of the book - it's utterly nonsense,

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, thatts right,

Warren: But people - intelligent people hold them,

Mrs.Hsrveys: That's right. You see, I guess you're seeing

in the things that I say thd& Itm a sort of a bleunder, but I
don't -feel that it 1s a thing so mutually exclusive, you know,

as people try to mske them - that youtve got to be at elther
pole, but there are all ways of reconeiling the elements and
each - of pulling them together, = that you move forward and
that you = your major roneern should be fhe.forward moves

Warrens: I gee, I sce, Let us - thatf@ a purely practical
view of the matter, then, Use what you can and do what you ec=an.
Mrs.Harvey: Yes, and know where you're going. |

Warren: Angd, know where you're goinge
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Mrs, Harvey: And take the steps that get you there,

Warrens Let me ask you two qguestions ebout Negro relations

to the Civil Rights Movement, or to the whole questioﬁ of the
betterment of the Negro situation, Some time ago I read a

Dr, Mays, Benjamin Mays on this matter, and I'm going to mention
thaet I've reazd other things like the Pittsburgh Courier, Mr,
Prentiece in that, on the seme subject - the fant that therets
Negro philanthropy, or Negro sontributions to the crauses of

Negro 1life, runs behind the actual assets,

Mrs.Harvey: I was going to -

Warren: This i1s a = mmd I have asked most recent, say, people in
Nevw QOrleans and they would say, "Well, most of our finanecing
comes from whites," This 1s a strange situation, isntt it,

on the face of it, Trere tended to be good, naturasl reasons for
it. Now, how would you explain that? What are thosg reasons?
Mr:,Harvey: Well, let's see now, Of rourse, there's sever:d
reasons., I think oue, perhaps, major reason-ls that the struggle
has been so hard for so meny Negroes,”that when they persond ly,
indivi =- back how to say ity the first reasoni'ls charac-
teristic of people anywhere = éurely selfish reasons, why they
are not contributing in large amounts, When they individually
have gotten over the hump of education, end been able to get
inté a financial, economic secure.plaae, then fhey want to

save themselves, and the results of thelr efforts = or the
; i g
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efforts of theirselves,

house, the C2dlllac car - snd I h:¢

13,

And,this means the split-level

‘ve a Cadillae ear, but I

have it because we have a funeral business and the publie

demands it - this means the fur stole,

status symbols and &ll the things

This means all the

that I ecouldntt haw - 2ll

the things I saw the white lady wearirg when I was a maid in

her home.
was portering or gardening in his
was able to do it, I was going to
see, So it's getting this, you
when they've had nothing. It's
means that they lose sight of the
heve arrived in cuote - "errived"

can materialistie standards, that

All the things that Mr, .Bob gave his wife when I

yard, s»d I said, whenever i

do 1t for my wife, too, you

see, this taste of something,

a short term thing, because it
fart that when they individually
in quote - aececording to Ameri-

they still have not arrived,

urless all the other people have arrived - white end Negro too,

who are deprived. And that the

only way that you help all

of them is by shering what you have, rather than pouring it on

yourself,

Warren:

mommurities on this basis and Jewlish communities,

rommon comparison,
Mrs .Harvey:
they?

‘Warren:

A comparison sometime: is made between the Negro

That's the

Yes, yes, and the Jewish do it differently, don't

Well, the statistics would indinate that.
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Mrs.Harvey: They do differently. They help themselves more.
T4 bHat “1t7

W,rrens That's the idea - give more, Not only to Jewish
philanthroples, but to general philanthroples in relation to
their income, One point, I suprose, 1= this, See vh at you
think of 1it, That - humanly, these are very similar, but the
Jew has never felt the kind of deprivation, at least not in our
historiml time, He's had terrible things happen to him, say,
in Russia =2nd Germany and elsewhere, but the sense of having -
at least looking back on grandeurs - looking back on the Temple
of Jerusalem - 1s there to look baeck on, and so the modern for-
tunes 1s not as new as the modern fortunes to the Negro, who
doesn't look back on the Temple at Jeruselem, There's some image
there behind the Jew's mind thot is not there in the ordinary
negro's mind.

Mrs,Harvey: That's right, And also he's working from & base
of not the kind of nose-to-the-grind - well, yes, he works =
Warrens Some do, of cowse,

mrs.Harvey: Yes, but I think, by large wéuldn't thié be true
in the Jewlsh group - that economic average as a Jewish grow 1s
higher than the economiec average in the Negro group?

Warren: Yes, he does not feel as excluded as a Negro. Even
1f he was poor on the day of arrivel at Ellis Island, he had more

hope =
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/

ers.Harvey: That'e right. Helhad more oprortunity,
Warren: And more oprortunity, thetts right, Both.
Mrs Herveyt That'!s right, Thaen the Negro. But the Negro
hes been right down there, you see, richt down there in the
dirt, amd working in the dirt and sweating in 1t, So that
when he gets his nose above it, he thinks of himself first, and
g I don't - I'm not defending - beec use I have very little patience

with my friends who - I couldn't - they wanted me to be part of
the Links, »hierh is a - they have a rharter group started here,
in Jackson, And, I met ¢ th them for = while, and 1t got right
up so thet I - and I eouldn't go on with 1t, Becsuse here it
meant that the Liunks in the Negro groups is synonomous with minks,
you know, links-minks, you know, And here 1s & matter of going
ﬁo somebody's house, and I spent forty, siaty and hundred dollars!
fees, and they time, m d you do that, and then we say that -
well, they have something of a program, But, to me this 1s
just wasted time, energy and money, yau know, and &ll the rest
of it. ~Aud, I'm very eritic a1 of my friends, who can think
only of themselves end pushing themselves, far as - because I
think this thiug has:got to be broad based, you know, if we
are to get far, So that I'm not defending at all,

L/ | ﬁarren: Oh, I understand,  What about the other factor that

| | is sometimes mentiouned, that theydew, however depressed, deprived,

wes sware of an orgenized, n~ultursel community behind him - an
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organized tradition behfnd him,

wmrs, Harvey: Yes,.I think thet - snd an orginized traditiond
rivalty which we don't have in the Negroes - whiech we haventt
had - only the 1little thing we've had has beewu the i, A. C, P,
Warren: A;.d the church organization,

Mrs Harvey: And the church, Yes, md the church has gotten
weaker and weaker from the standpoint of helping, you know, I
mean I think baek as a child that the Buriel Societlies and the
churehes were very strong, And, now you don't have them very
much, because‘there isn't a need for 1t now becsuse the Negroes
ran buy insurancre and take care of their needs, but the churech
did somett ing, But, you see, agein, they didn't have as much
of a pile: of economie resoufnes out of whish to work as the
Jewish group do, do you see? I think that this is - I think
that is where you started from,

Wgrreni Yes, there werc no Rothchilds among the Negroes at

the same time.

Mrs,Harvey: No, no, nos And you don't even know - your wealthy
wegroes, You - down at the bottom of the heap, compared to a
lot of your'Jewish peovles

Warrens That brings in two more questions sometimes dil seussed.
Whet 1s this? How murh lask of nommuﬁi@ation - laek of raprort

and sense of responsibllity on the pert of the educated, middle
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as compared to the masses of Negroes - the bottom of the heap,
. how mush of a split 1s there? Talk about how importrnt 1is
that split?

Mrs.Harvey: Yes. Well, I think the gap is closing there,
Warrens: You do?

Mrs,Harvey: Yes, I think you're getting more intelligent,
middlé class Negroes who are interested in the total American
economy and in the totel struggle of the Negro, then you had,
say, ten years ago, five ye:rrs ago. I think your most ecoura-
geous people though, are the people that are down on the bottom

of the heap, in the Negro group, The ones that you saw todayy
at the meeting,

Warrens Yes, yess

Mrs Harvey: Beeause the hardest group to move are the t eachers
who have ecornomie security. They skirt, you know - go around.
And in Woman Power Unlimited, we have a few that come aud work,
but they don't know whether they're going to have their jobs

next year, But they are at the point now W ere they donft care,
You s ee, they believe enoﬁgh in what's héppening, to do 1it.

So I think the gap is closing, The gap 1s closling. But, agéin,
if you went to go back to time, 1t;s not slosing fast enough

for me, But I hope - our hope 1s 1n our masses gnd that man
that you saw today, who nouldn't speak the English at all. One

of the_real .




“Warren: That was very toushing, very touching.

Robert Penn Warren: Mrs,Harvey - 2/9/64 Box 2 18,

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, it was, But if you eould have sat in that

meeting all day today, you really woulll have gotten some

moving things. And, if you can go to some of these Civil

Rights hearings you really will get down to what they say -

the nitty-gritty. -

Warren: Yes, yes. A sorrelary of the question that I jus
there'!s

asked -/the one - well, I'll read a quotation from Roy Otley.

—

“Many a Negro - "

Mrs,Harvey: Is this part of his book?
warren: This is one of hlis bokse yes.
Mrs.Harvey: Whiah book?

Warren: Oh, I - New World A-~oming

Mrs, Harvey:s Oh, yes.,

Warren: "Meny of them look with alarm," - this is many Negroes -
"on a ﬁorld where they must nompete with whites and thus lose
their unioue situation, or status. They prefer, as one Negro
observer remsrksy, the over valuation of their acrhievements and
1ts position behind the walls of segregation, to =a demoecratie
order that would.result in erconomis and sonrlel devaluation for
themselves at thut time."  Now, the other - he follows though

by saying thi s. "Nevertheless, this group, whatever 1ts

shor teomings, has provided a great economiec and cultural progress,

and constitutes the leavening group in the general populetion,"
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Mrs,Harvey: I'd agree with that,

Warren: To the both things?

Mrs.H:=rvey: Yes.

Wogrren: Is th: £ nhenging in your observetion?

Mrs.Harveys I hope it's changing. I think the younger Negroes
are more ready to %;:;Ezir;nross lines with anybody anywhere,

and I think the very faect that my friend's children are going

to prep school in the East indiecates that they are pr eparing
thelr children for the tot:l society, where they must rompete

anywhere,

Warren: There's a protection in segregation that's no longer
important to t he "privileged Negro".”  He doesn't want to be

protected - have his benefits only inside the walls of segrega-
tion, or ¥ s status. He wents to - he's ready to compete,

ng _too ete,
Mrs.Harveys A large percentage of them are,
Warren: .Well, it would not be universal - anytime and anyplace?
Mrs.Harvey: No, no, Well, I don't want to indicate that this
is a black énd white thing - that they have changed completely
over this way, but I think the move is in that direection - to
compete, be able to compete with anyone anywhere,'on any level,
and get from behind the wall, It's something to give up segre-
gation, I mean there are advanteges to it, definite. There's

'av definite advantage - well,wf‘alge

my bus ness - the funeral busire ss,

' y
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for example, One of the reasons that we have been able to
do as well as we have in the funeral business is because we
can only scrve Negroes, And, the Negroes weren't going to
the white funeral homes, so that didn't siphon off ® ople to
the other commurity, but with this thing eoming, who knows,
maybe you can just choose your funeral home, you know,

Warren: Mr, Augustine told me yesterday, when I was having
lunech with him, he said that the fact that the Hilton that has
opened up in New Orleans means that meny Negro caterers are
being very badly hit - that they have artually organized and
made protest to a Negro ecommunity for patronizing the non-segre-
gated restaurant facilities, And he said there's some comedy
in this,

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, there is, There definitely is - but these
are the things of whish you must be aware when you fight to
open these doors. Youtve got to realize you've got to pay
the price for them being opened you know, @ d it means & loss
of somethings to you that you'ye enjoyed. And, This is the
thing t hat our msyor hammers on quitq&it. He tells the

Negro teachers - "You see, if you get these integrated schools,

look at all the jobs that you have now, All the money that you

get and you wom't be getting this any more," But, you see,

the t hing that we'lre working for is the step beyond that where

everybody will have a place, not all of the Negro teachers who
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are working now, because d 1 of them don't need to be working
now, They - so many of them are teaching now because there

was nothing else for them.to do, and they would be mueh better
qualified doing something else, B ut, we're looking for the
time where there will be iﬁtegrated schools at every level, |
students and faeulty, in the high schools and the junior high
schools all aeross town, you see, end not that jus Negroes would
be knorked ot of jobs and just white people employed.

Warren: The president of the Negro Busincss Assoeciation -

the Assoriation in St, Louls, a few years ago, wrote an artiesle
in the St. Louls paper, saying thaﬁ/ggnourage integration would
be the death of Negro business. Do you find that attitude around
here?

Mrs . Harveys Well, no. No, not exasnrtly, not yet, because we're
too fer away from that. St, Louls 1s a border-line and thst
would be more true there. But I see the - I mean I face that
fact, and it will hgp pen for some businesses, .-but the thing that
I say to our staff here is that we want to be so qualified that
we can serve anybody who comes, at any time, so then you don'y
fear that,

Warrens You acecept the competition.

Mrs Harvey: No, no. Becauce we don't want to operate a Negro

business. We want to operate a business that will serve any-

i body thatwants to come, md if you do that sort of thing, some

t
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of them are going to be knocked out, and some are going to flourish,
because then they will attraect more than just one segment of
- the community, Yes, some people are going to be lost in the
shuffle, individuslly and business-wl se, It's just natural,

Andg you've got to face up to this as a reallty. If you've got
the stuff, you know, to offer and the stuff 1s in you, you'll mk e
the grade

Warrens It‘s the same problem of reaching out, unafraid of
competition,

Mrs. Harvey: That's right.

Warrens We all know & lot about the white man's stereotype of
the Negro., What about the Negro's stereétype of the white man%
Mrs, Horvey: You mean what is it? Or 1s there -

Warreny; What is it - well, 1s there - and if so, what is it,
Mrs.Harvey: Oh, yes., Oh, there definitely 1s a stereotype,

I mean prejudices, didn't just find itself into one race, It's
universal, among all people. I think in the Negro group it
tekes the form of feeling that the white man is di shonest and
that he 1s two-faced, Is thils theisort of thing that you

mean?

Warren: Yes, what his pleture of the white man is, Even

his contradietory elements, of n~ourse, is a rontradictory element
of the white mants view of the Negro,-

;lrs.HarVey;'_ Yea;-yes,fthatﬂﬁ right, Well, I mean, these are
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parts of the facets of it, and he feels uncomfortable, I mean,

one of the contributions I have tried to mske to the community,

a couple of contributions I have tried to make in my avocational

interests - well, as well as In my business interests too, is to

develop leadership. I try to do 1t in business just from the

standpoint that I can move 1n and out, and yet we are offering

the same service whether I am here or I am not, because people

are so trained to do that, In the community I try to do it

within the framework of the vomen's movement, in that other

women learn to accept leedership roles and e arry them out and

perform them well, and do it - becsuse this isthe way I feel

that 2 commu ity grows - not with just one person doing every-

thing, but meny people being trained and learned to do things,

I've said so much, I've lost yomr question, I sald so much of

my backgrourd, What was the question?

Warren: It was about the Negro stereotype of the white man, v ite
persons

Mrs. Harvey: Yes, Now, in helping develop these leadership

roles, another thing that 1'vet ried to do is to esteblish com-

munication aeross racial lines, and this is the way our inter-

racialprayer fellowship got started two years ago, whieh continues,

here in Jackson, through Womanpower Unlimited, Urited Church Women,

and A, M. E, Prayer band, African Methodist Episcopal Church

Prayer Band., And, the Negro women will say to m = agaln,

sommunication, In these‘workghpps that we've had these past
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three 8undays - these have been inter-raniglfworkshops, where

we had milthrop faculty people emd white people from the com-
munity and Negro people, sitti;g down =nd disecusd ng the se
issues and raising questions about it. Aiid the negro wouwen
will come to me, "Do you think so and so 1s, you knew, really
sincere?" "Do you think they're red 1y honest, you know =

do they re=lly mesn it, or are just grinning in our face?" You
see, so that this is very resl, and I think that the only way
that they can overecome it - white or Negro - is by some face-
to-face contact and getting to know people better, A good
example of 1t is Mrs. James Skut, whom you should really talk
toe She's white = whom Itve gotten to know in the last two
years, and Mrs. Hawtin, who is Negro, Mrs.Tilley, you know
Mrs, Tilley in Atlante - was to Mississippi.

Warren: Oh, Yyes, yés.

Mrs.Harvey: Wented, sought a Negro woman to come to the fellow-
ship of the concern two years ago. Thié was October of 61,
fdllowing our work with the freedom riders, and someone told Mrs.
Skut to call me and invite me to mome, and I couldn't accert.,
And, I told her I'd get one of our Womenpower ladies to go -

so I got Mrs, Hawtin, who i1s the wife of the A,N,E, minister,
Well, Mrs. H awtin had had very little inter-racial contact, and
very little le adership responsibility herself, She pushed her

husband and he was, jyou know, in the forefront, but she never
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had done much, but he agreed that she should go, and so forth,
so she M. G, Hawtin and Jane Skut eame baeck and started this
inter-raesial preyer fellowship, whish rcontinues, and this has
been a tremendous growth experience fog/zzgsiomen, to get to
know each other as sisters - and they love each other, you know,
And, they - now they go to United Churchwomen meetings together
and they share the room together - they have brought in other
white women into the experience of knowing each other. This
1s, to me, this is the only way you ecasn do it, you know - get
them together and get them to see that one doesn{t have hores,
and one doesn't lie, cheat and steal, and smell bad and all tre
rest as they say it is,

Warren: What is the eronomir-soelal baekgroud of Mrs, Skut?
She is white, you say.

lrs.ﬂarvey: Yes, she 1s white. Her husband is an engineer, and
they are Episropalian, and shew ould be middle-inrome, She' s >
not in the top economiec brackeb, but she has been president

of the advisory committee to the ¢ivil Rights Commissi on, and
her baskground growth has nome, United Chursh Women work gave her
her springboard - and then her other growth, and a great growth
has come in her assoriation with us in women Power Unlimited -

because I'Ve seen her grow in these two years to a place where -

W ere ;e used to be just debating, you know, whether this, that,

- or the other - and so forth,Aand now she has real convietions about
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what‘she should do and how she shou%d.move.

Warren: I was sbout to talk myself- I don't want to now.

It'l]l do it later, Mirdshl has a 1little passage in his big

book on what should have been done in the Reconstructi-n - what
policy would have been effective to -

Mrs.,Harvey: To have prevented all this -

Warren: To prevented the whole - what would have been the effec-
tive poliey? So - four, five points, I'1l summarize them
very briefly, and ask you my question, One: there s hould

have been compensation for Emanecipation. Two: Leand should
have been expropriated from Southern - white landholders, but

it should have been raid for at a reaéonable rate, Threes The
land should have been turnedoner to the ex-slkves - enough to - for
the é}eat amourt, but it should not have been a gift, A sale

at some very minimel raté, but had to be amortized over many
years, Four: There should be supervision and education in

the trasitional period, to prevent exploitation - peoples buying
land and sélling land, stealing it away, and to develop tech-
niques, Again, some transportation - that is to the free

lands of the West and colonizing out of the South to open up

and to relieve the pressures and re-distibute the Negro popu-
lation to a degree, Does all that make sense to you?

Mrs.ﬂar#ey: Very good sense. Yes, ; s

Warren:  All right. ‘There's no emotional resistance o any
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one of those - any one of those? ¢

Mrs.,Harveys: nNos

Wérren: The reason I ask you is this - sometimes, as 1t was

at that time, a Northerner, or a Negro would say, "Why compen-
sate for Emanelpation?" Or - "Why compensate for land from
rebels?™ You know, those aguments, Why - sometimes I find
resistanece now on those points,

Mrs, Harveys No, I think that the Reconstruction period was just
such a hit and miss thing, where anybody did whatever they wanted
to and a1 1 of thsat - and nobody had asny guidence or leadership,
is one of the great tragedles, anrcording to what we haw now,

I think if there had been some planning and some real thought,
ereative thought, put into what you do now that your deerlsion is
made, that we wouldn't heve to be going through what we are going
through now, There might have been other ideas tc add to the
ones of Mirdshl - has outlined - but I think that basically his
thesis is absolutely correct,

Werrens It's strange how you have found resi stanses a hurdred
yeers later on some theoretical point, whether rebels s hould
hawe their land paid for,

Mrs.Harvey: Well, you see = you s tart thinking, and you're

not thinking of peeple, you see, You're thinking of 2 label,
"rebel™ you see, and this 1s the thing that you want to get away.

~with, : You're thinking of people = rebel slaves = you see, and
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you say if you're talking in those terms, and you think thst
way, then of course; you build up your prejudieces and your
resistances. But, they were QEOple, there were dispossessed
people , there were dispossessed whites, there were dlspossessed
Negroes - there were di spossessed people - and how do you treat
human beings whc have gone through a serious, traumatiec exp rience
like a Civil War, What!s the right, Christian thing to do fof
them - or the justice - the most just thing that you ern do for
them? Now, this 1s the way I think you should think,

Warren: The probability appears agsin, doesn't it, that the
ple ture of what will rome after, say, legidative battles, legzl
battles have been won, 1s the big problem 1s -

Mrs,Harvey: Tha 's right. That'!s absolutely right. The
faect that even now, after the waiting rooms are open, people

are still going into the same walting room, and they are still
going to the btack of the bus, as they have done so long, you see;
they still do,. And, you've got to have this leadership to help
them see that you don't still ~ontinue ﬁo do 1t the way you used
to do. You have to do it a different way, and that when the
Civil Rights Bill is passed in Congress, you need to have good,
noncerted efforts to see thateits implementation is done immed-
ately, and that you don't get this lag that you got after the
Supreme Court decision, becavse 1f you do, you're goliig to have
the same types of problems that you had the following year{ ,

.\“




Robert Penn Warren - mrs,Harvey - 2/9/64 Boa 2 29

Warrens ‘Therets another agpent to it, too, Suppose you have
many Birminghéms, what possiblility of rommuiuication comes after
thaty  How ean you avoid the Birminghamsz

ﬁ;s Heorveys Yes, the 's the big thing,:

Warren:s So a soclety can be built afterwards,

Mre,Haveys Yes, yes. And that what I hopé in Jackson that

we nan avold - avoid the Birmingham - and yet I don't know how,
‘Warren: The young lady, Lucy Foreman, I spoke of earllery, did
we*pug/gz;g on tape, or not?

Mrs.Harvey: No, we didn't,

Warren:. Well, I - her remark, -

Mrs,Herveys You told me she was a student.

Werren: She's a student at Howard Ufiversity, second in the
law classe She said to me, "I have some recal hope ebout the
adjustment, the solution in the South". And she told me she
had been born on a farm and raised on a farm in Virginla, and
under rrther deprived eireumstances of living, I believe, but
she said, "I have grest hope of = solution here, and a soclety
that will be sgreeasble to live in afterward, end very soon," she
said, "because the Southern white man amd the Negro have both had
a common history for a long time, We have some basls for compre-
hension, mutusl comprehension," she said. "Thercts some,"
."And, folloving that 1llue of thought, we have, both on the lend °
g and in the historﬁ together® She said, "Itm afrald of Hérlem.
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I'm efrdd of Detroit, bercause T don't see what ean bind them
together when the big bang nromes," "Later. "
Mrs,H rvéy: Thetts rights I agree with her,
Warren: Does that make senseg
Mrs,Harvey: ~Yes, and that'!s just what I was talking sbout a
while ago when 1 saild the South would point the way for these
others, rather than the North giving the solution for the South,
I think that we have more common bonds that will help us point
the way, and we have the depth of the problem, 2nd 1f we can
solve 1t here m d get the solution here, then I think it will be
mich easiar fo; Harlem in the North, And then, we heve a bond
of affeetion among us that is very real, It!'s 2 personal thing,
where maybe a white - the whites love a particular Negro, or the
Negroes love 2 partiedat white man = but 1tts real, Itts genuine,
Warren: Sometimes now, Negroes will say that it cannot be real,
it cannot exist, It's only a fake,
Mrs Harvey: No, that's nott rue, There!s hot, say, not the things,
that -
Warren: You know that line of thought, though, it's always been
effectives There's no possibility of any affection between, -
you know that'!s being sald very widely now. It's ¢11 a fake,
Mrs.Harvey: Well, I don't feel that at all, I mezn I know

i | that = I know that there = there's some - I mean, I know that

‘”'f' éhére wasnty yplversal love in all ~ases, as we just sald
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before, and that I know thét a lot of times that a Negro 1h

the home that whites think,--"they just love me to death!"

The Negroes didn't just love them to death -by;s, they did love
them to death - and all of that, . Bﬁt, I 2lso know that there

Has been a lot of love between white and Negroes in the South,

And it hasn't zlways been on the Southern case - it has even
existed in the men - male-female relationship. Thet waesntt

all exploitation, ° It was that - that there was no law that

would permit the marriage, and no = I know right in my own asso-
eiation - a girlfriend of mine - you would never knéw that she

was & Npogros. When we would go, as children, up town, well

people waunld stare ué sisk, you know, Herf ather was a paster

of the Methodist church here, and her mother - and they both were
fair, And, I didn't know until I was grown how the falrness

name, but a British land overseer was in love with her grandmother,
end out of this issue ceme these children. And,.he - when he
" was going back to Britain he wanted to take this Negro‘womah, :
and echild w th him to England, but she felt that be;ng Negro

that they would not be asecepted, so she chose to stay here, But,
he wuld have honored it, if he could hawe, and this 1s true in
man& casés. Now, another thing that 1s - something that you
dontt see in a texf book, whish 1s just personal theory on my

part - that all of 1t weasn't exploitation by the male white with

3 ,the‘N9gro female. And a lot of those gels Just made 1t too=so
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hard on the poor fellow that he couldntt do any better, you
know, And a lot of times they did 1t out of resentment at the
white woman, There was something shé dld, maybe, or said,
and she said, "I'll fix her., I'11l get him tonight". You know,
so forth. So this was true. People were human, you knows

I said this to a Negro group, in our Workshov the other day.

I didn't say it in the Workshop, but a girl raised the qugstion,
A Negro girl raised the question, "How did Southern white women
feel when they knew that their husbands were going out and
sleeping with someone in the cuarters?", and so forth - and,
"How muech has this affeeted some of the problems snd so forth?™
And some white man in the Work# op deigned to answer it, white
lady too, so I told her I had to. I sa2id, "Now, you must re-
member," I sald, "this wasn't elways expléttation by the white
male with the Negro fenale, The Negro female sometimes was
guilty, too, you know, " Just knowing peonles

Warren: Yes, you c;nciepend on that, Whatever the motive
wWas,

M?s.Harvey: Yes, that's right t ooe

Warren: Here's Arnold Rose, the rollaborator with Mirdahl,

on the book. |

Mrs.,Harvey: Oh, yes. The t's right,

Warren:  "Negroes have too many problems to ever be happye

‘They are slways seeking something. They use too many nostrumse
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Joln too meny organizations. Fall urder the spell of too meny
movements - they are, thus, among the extreme vietims of modern
mass society and 1ts instability.

Mrs, Harvey: Well -

Warren: ‘“Big generalizaetion, isn'¢ it,

Mrs Horvey: Yes, I think so,

Warren: Is there some sense to 1it, though? How mueh or what? If so.
Ory.is thst more true of Northern soeciety, worthern Negro soeclety

than Southern hNegro soelety?

Mrs.Harvey: That's wvhat I was thinking, Iweas thinking of

the Negro cults in the Nsrth, whiech have posed as rhurches, but -

and what have you, but haveb een ablé to sueck up whole masses

of people becsause of the frustration of the people there, And

they have a conviet soeclety, and then I think of the Black Muslims
movement, and so forth,. I think it would be more true in the North,
than in the South, And, berause, you see the Negro, as you are
aware, went North # th such tremendous hopes - he thought that

the kingdom had rome on earth, And thet he would find it there,
And, then he got there and He was just -= he knew it wasn't here,

you sees And, he didn't expest 1t here, but when he went ‘here

and didnft find it, and found thet even a lot of times it was a

iot worse than here - than he had experienced it here, from the

standpoint of the fact that it requred more money to operate and he

\
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was having to live in an gpartment, infested with rats and
soforth, And here, at least, maybe he lived in ¢ & ack, but

he could get out in the surshine and have 2 little garden and
have fresh vegetgbles and so forth, So therefore, it became
much vwo rse for him, The frustration was o much greater, you
see, Then the pece was so greszt, see. He ceme f rom a slow-
moving Southern society, you know, and then he had to jump, you
know, everything, and so hew ould echange, And, there is where
it was "difficult for them, a lot. But I think it's ag reat
generalization, eand whatever truth lies in it, I wouvld say, would
apply to the Northern Negro, rather then to the Southern,

Warren: He sald the mass society, as 1f it were something of
the big clty - 1 guess he had in mind, rather than even a Southern
city. Let me tell you & little anecdote, back to Howard Univer-
sity. One of the speskers, one of the panelists - they have

an enormous auditorium, like the auditoriumt his morning - big -
fifteen hundred people, no standing room. It was packed.
Threec-quarters, at least, maybe four-fifths negroes in the audi-
ence. This young gifl, her name is - I forget her first name -
Wheeler, Phi Beta Kappa, Senior, been through the mill - through
the jailse Her gkin ispale as mine, She has great, vital appeal,
real projection, She's e real orator - very, very attractive

looking, with this intensity of - quivering intensitye. She . said,
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her first words, "I have & great truth, A greet discovery,

I hawe a joye I am bleck.," This for a momeut of - she held

it for a moment., "Now, you and yéou and you, you see, every

rossible shade of complealoi you é%e. ¥ou're ell white - your
skin'gay be this or that or theat, ﬁut your heart 1s white,

Your brain is white. You'tve beenﬁwhitewashed. You don't know
the joy." Brought down the housé. This was thé high point of
the whole Conference, as far as popular reponse was eoncerned,
Mrso.Harvey: Yes, I agree with her,

Warren: What'!s the moral of thst story.

Mrs.,H arvey:  Well, I Gon't know,

Warren: LThat getsback to the gquestion of Mother Afrieca, and
the blaeck mystique, doesn't 1t?

Mrs.Harvey: I don't know that I could comment on the moral of
i1t, but I was thinking as you told this, about talking - oh,

yes, I know who it was, .It was one of our fellows - faculty
wives, The other evening when you were there in Baton'Rouge,

we had to do some things together, end I was saylng what a grest
joy it is to be a Negro and to be black, because at leust I don't
have to carry the burden of guilt for &l 1l the things that hawe
happened in race relations, and she was telling about how her
shildren, who are now eight =nd eleven, had grown up in ¢n inte-

grated community and they didn't urderstand anything =sbout the race

problem,  And, they had saild, one - her dsughter had seid, "Oh,

5 i,
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I don't want to be blacke I want to be white."  And the grand-
mother had heard this, you see, and the grandmother hed died
with this on her mind, that here she was rearing her grandehild
not to respect her race and love it and so forth, and, of eourse,
the ~hild was very young end didn't have understanding, but the

grandmother was wenting ‘her to know what a joy it is to accep

~ what you are, -

Warren: That's a universal, human - accepting what you are is
different from -

Mrs.Harvey: And, what your heritege 1is,

Warren: And that,  That's different though. Is it-from
exclusiveness?

Mrs.,Harvey: 'On, yese

Warrens We're back where we started. But this was - had an
element «

Mrs,Hsrvey: She: was not being exslusive - the one you told abouts
Was she?

Warren: I don't know. I think she was driving for sympathy
acreptance, but feeling some of the response was intended ex-
rlusiveness in termsof Bluck Muslim attitude -

Mrs.Harvey: Oh, I'm sure it = oh, I think -

Warren: I'm sure some of it came that way. And, T was sitting =

a person thet I had just met a few minutes before was & young

woman who 1s a professor of anthropolﬁgy theres ﬂhe'nghgte,

------
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And she seid, "For the first time in my 1life, teaching,' 211 the
life that she's been teaching in a Negro urniversity, "it was

the first time, right now, that I feel lost. I feel that I
h;ven't-made contast,"

Mrs.Havey: Yes,, 1 see, Yes,

Warren: She - she - it didn't effect on me so much, I didn't
feel 1t this way, but she was really - she reeslly had a real sense
of  of exnlusiveness, of being cut offy, and eouldn't -
Mrs,Harvey: Yes, no I didn't - I didn't get 1t thet way when
you told me, but I was seeing it out of rontext,

Warrens It'g h:erd to kno&iwhst - look, rlearly everybody didn't
feel the same thing.

Mrs .Haveys No - no,
Warren: But she brought down the house, Mthing I - had been

<§1ike th'ss s You know, you said you had to go at 4:30s And

it's 4:30 now,

Mrs.Harvey: Now, if you don't have what you want, we couldt ake
it - go on tomorrow if you want.

Warren: Well, this has been wonderful., = Just couldn't have been
better, Couldn't h-ve been better. I may write - if I had
my way and had, you know, all the time in the world I would
eerteinly take you up on tomorrow. It's a little hard. I =
want t o see Mr. Moses, I haven't yet got a date with him.

Ms, Harveys Oh, you haven't,
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Warrens No. This is the first time T've seen him, I've
witten to him, but he didn't answer,

Mrs.Harvey: Oh, I see, I didn't know that, If I'd realized
the I would have let you meet him,

Warren: Well, he was so - he was in control of the meeting.
Mrs,Harvey: FWell, I know, but Mr, Henry, Dr. Henry was coming
ghen and you scm 1d haw eleared théﬁ. He would have -

Warren: I'm clear with -

Mrs.Harvey: No, but I mean Dr. Henry had r~ome in to preside.
Warren; Oh, I see, I didn't get that,

Mrs,Harvey: Yes, you see,. Moses was justhandling it until
Henry got in - because you know when Henry got there he said -
"Pris is typleel for the chéairman to be late for the meeting".
Do you remember? Yes, so that you might have called him,
Warren; How would I get in toueh with him? Do you know?
Nrs.Harvey: I don't know how you get in toueh with him, today =-
execept - but his offiece is on Lynsh Street. 1017,

Worren: 1017. It's in the phone W ok?

Mrs.Harvey: Yes, I = Student Non-Violenre Quarters Committee,
is the committee proper,'so that what I would suggest that you do

1s tomorrow morning when you move out that way, to - if you don'®

reach him =




