STOKELY CARMICHAEL APE 2

Q: Where weee we , oh you were telling me about going to
Jackson, Mississippi, on the Freedom Ride,

A: Thelong walk into the waiting room,we faced a mob,
and I was trying to look at people'syxirx faces, in the meantime

two fists
fx trying tohold my-faee xx®xx up, so I wouldn't get up ciga ® tte butts,
they were flicking cigarette butts at us. And I kept thinking,
you know, why, why , why. A naive question, but it's something
that still comss back, because you still can't find the answer.
When x®x& you try to find the ansgers to questions that bother
you, really a problem, Am I really, you know, irritating people,
and would it be best if I didn't really become , will things really
Work outtxx , is it really my business etc. etc,, all these questions
went flashing
ge-vuRRIAE Through my mind.

We pgot arrested, though, I got to know thejailer. Lverybody
in jail, preachers are very religious, I'm not. And they were praying
all time, singing, I'd sing, I wouldn't pray. I'd sit and read.

We spent about a week in the Jackson City jail before we moved

to Parchment (?), before we were moved, the night before, we found out
t hat wer we re being moved from the prisoners below who , there were
Negro prisoners below us and they thought we were great, you koow,
heroes, etc., and they told us everything they knew.

Q: You x&r&x say you were in the jail, where they moved you
to Parchmon.

A: So the jailer came up and held thebars, see, we got to
know each other #faiiw-fairly well, I mean, us a s a group, and and
he as an individual,

Q: What kind of man was he?

A: An old man, about early fifties, I'd say, believed in the

sou thern way of life, whatever connotation it brought to him, but he
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was-am-3pM--was an honest man, and he thought at first that we we re
just a bunch of trouble makers, agitators, and we were just coming
®wn to cause trouble, we were ¥xmmx communists, etc, etc., and he

was gonna ru le with a ruthlessk hand, and that we were gonna do as
he said. And he found out thatwe wouldn't do what he said, youknow,
no matter whathe did to us. We'd still keep singing, when he'd say not
to sing., And after a whlle, it kkx became a little petty game, you
know, he'd do certain tricks to try and keep us in line, and there'd
be soup for a meal one day, and kkera it would be hard for me, I
andb-saycan't say how many, let's say there were about 30 of us in there.
He would pass 30 hot bowls of soup, with about 3 sppoons, you know,
and they-denlb-havwe-- then say I dmXkx don't have any more, pass it
around., So if you were at the end of R the line,x¥m you'd just have
cold soup. All these simple little things. But he found out that

We wouldn't break, under those little things. Then he got so that

you know, he'd even jok a little, and laugh, and he'd say, you gonna
be hear-few-here for a long time, and then we'd say -- yeah but you
£otta be here with us, don't forget makxthat. I think, you know, I
xzxR hate to use euphemisms, but Ithink we got to respect each other.
Anyway, I got to repsect him. After a whilé, the respect grew.

And we got to ® respect each other very well, sort of., It ¥s-bruey--
grew because I respected him as a man, you know, forget that he was

a white soh therner, ththe-was---thathe was my jailer. Well, it

came that we can really talk, you know, about issues, and he'd tell us

about what we didn't understand about the southern way of life, of

course, he'd say thesame stereotypes of Negroes & w ee treated well, |

etec., and everybody would answer, would say, well that's not true, xainxi

you know, Negroes aren't really treated well, it's bad, etc. etc.

We finally came to some understanding, I guess ®m£Xx a sort of unspoken

understanding, that we won't mention, you know, our radical points of
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to him, we'll just talk about other things. And he'd tell us, I
found out a lot from him, about Mississippin and the way of life, you
H&wpxknw know, that he used to go fishingwith Eegroes etc. etc. and
he thought it was on equal footing. I didn't think it was an equal
footing. I don't know, it might have been, it's somet hing that

bothe req me, but anyway, thenight we were leaving, well, the day before
We were leaving, he cameto the bar, and he held on to it very very

t ightly, you know, and all of a xr#@&® sudden he started talking,
about his life, and started talking abouthis maid, can't remember her
name, let's call her X anyway. He said -- "ADdie was good, she
brought up and raised all my five kids, and we lowed Annie dearly,"

A deep introspectivething, about "when Annie died the whole family
cried, they went to Annie's funeral," Every year he places a wreath

on Annie's grave. And he wanted us to understand that we we re all wrong,

about race relations in the south. That they were really very good,
andgonna be better, you know, and the Negroes really liked itthat
way. Buthe was shaking, visibly seen shaking, and you know, we had our
POints of view zax as far as he was concerned, and he had his. He
didn't want us to try and change them, he was gonna keep to his way
of life, he believed in God, and he believed in the way of the life
of the south, he believed in human beings for whatthey were worth,
lle started crying. Tear dropped. And finally he said, "I a want you
to know that whatever happened to you, you knww, that you caused me

a lot of trouble. He said, I can't gxa go along with the trouble you
Caused me, but you're still human beings, you have your beliefs,
and I have mine. And he left. I thought aboutthat for a long time.
Everybody else felt, yeu-H-kRewy-uBeasy-you know, that he was just
putting on a show,

Q: I doubt it, I doubt it.
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A: T doubt it.

Q: I doubt it.

A: He didn't have to.

A: Let me tell you something, br iefly, that Mr. Evers
Said in such a conversation asthis, I asked him about the future
Mississippi, and he said, "well I think we can work it out. O herwise

I wouldn't stay here,® One thing these Mississippians §

and everywhere,"but he said, "'They are are raised by and large
R-g@m----0Nn some notion of respect for courage. This is part of

the code they are & raised on. And when they see that we have courage,
to stand up on a point we believe in, it gives respect for us,

and thisrespect is thebasis for something that we can build on.

If they respect that, in a sense, then we can respect. And though
there may be against each other to the shooting point, there's a
mutual respect possible." Second, he said, "once this white
segregationist crosses a line himself and starts to deal with you,

he won't lie to you. He has crossed theline already. He's not like,"
he said," the R% fellow up north, who'll slap you on the back, and
say =-- that's fine, that's fine, I'm with you, He won't lie. We have
some basis, for hope hex@x. O therwise, I wouldn't be in Mississippi.”
Does that make any sense to you?

A: Well, I think the courage part makes sense, because my
feelings isthat people 1in the south a re entirely different, they
still have the sort ofwild way of life, but kk&yx there are ceftain
things that are dear to them. There are certain things that are dear
to them, No, I never thought about the courage part, as a chalenge,
but I think theres something to be said for that.

Q: For what it's worth, this is what he put on the tape.

Let's go back to your narrating, we've left the jail now,
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I wanted to speak to him, he left. I wanted to ask him what is he
tring to say, because I knew he was trying to say something. I knew
that he knew that we were leaving. And I wondered if he wanted to
say we were leaving, he did say it , because he said -- no matter
ha-¥-h---whapwhat happens to you, you know, I want you to know that
you know, you haveyour way of life, and I have mine. And before he
left, he turned around and eh said, " I don't know what's gonna happen,'
he szad said,"but I want you to know Ixwuk want my children to have
happiness and Xxx my grandchildren to have happiness, " he zxaxsaid.
"And I'm sureyou all want the same for your kiggx kids." And he left,.
And next night we were moved mEx out. And I didn't see
him after tha § at all. W& went to Parchment, and we had wesy-few--
tafiveb--at first, good, you know, they told us we had big drill
essions early in the morning, we were s you know, you're gonna
do as we say, same thing, %he-s- After the same sort of breakdwon,
With the little fellow we used to calle®#x Sarge, and a fellow called
Sheriff Tyson,

Sheriff Tyson once took our mattress away, and I thought it
was unfair, so I told him, I protested, and he said that kexx he'd
start wi % taking me first, But when he got out to drag me out the
cell, the mattress and evrything else. S50 he said he would do it,
he said he would do it by himself, he wouldn't need anybody to help
him. So he opened up the door and started dragging me out. Well,
he dragged me out in the hall, andtook the mattress away, and asaid,
now get back inthe cell, I told him I couldn't do that, you know,
I'd have to resist him, nonviolently, he'd have to get me back in
the cell, Well, he sald he's not going even drag me, he'd got

me .

something that would take care of k%k. So he got some wet »

on my arm, those things weaiih-hy®é-really hurt, man. And he

started-éwisingy~-twisting, and I just kept looking him straight in the
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face, amdx&x he kept twisting and twisting, and twisting, and &kx then
he sald,"if you akmlEEkx aint the damned doggonest hardest nigger I
ever met,"he said," you gonna get in that cell?" I said no, I can't

you're unfair,
do that, xx®mxx Sherriff Tyosn, I said, "I think yew-uanderstand."

unfair
And @fx all of asudden he stopped, he said, "wadersband! " he said,
"you meman to tell me you think I"m unfair! " And he started an

incitement against me, of saying, now how could you say you unfair?
You say-whab-Ef--sing what I ask you not to sin g. You pray when I
asked you not to pray. You make noise when I asked you not to make
noise. You Jjustthink you gonna run my %X jail, and I can't let you
do that, no who's unfair? "

So I forced the man, you know, he believed in fairness.
You know, from his point of view, I was being unfair., From my point
of view, he was being unfair. So he said, "now you say I'm unfair!"
He said, "now you won't get back in the cell, cause I say to him, you're
a8 prisoner, you're prisoner!"

So I said, "yeah, but I wamt to be treated fairly because
I'm a prisoner," See I was finding myself for once on the defensive,
And I thought, "x damn, I'm letting a stupid southern sheriff, put

me on thedefensive," and sofRekrx fi nally, he called the he

—)

sadx said, "put that boy in the cell."

And after he put me 1in thecell, gecame back, an hour later.
He was also visibly shaken, And he said, " now I md@mXk dont' think
you're right to call me unfair." And for once, you know, I forgot
that he was a southern sheriff, amrd-f---like we were discussing
in philsoophy class the concept of fairness and justice. And he made
an indictment againstxkhkimk me, because he asked us not to do what

we'd done, and I answered him by saying -- yeah, well, I think you

are unfair in taking our mattress, because, you know, we have the

right to pray, you don't let us have any ministers, ymuxdar we don't
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see our lawyers, you take away our clothes, you take this away witout
giving us reasons, and he sald, "well, nobody asked you to come down
here," I said, "well, that's right, I come down here, you know, I,m
gonna accept the consequences, But xxx¥x I'm not gonna accept them
i®houb-euwithout puttingup some resistance,":

And he said, "well, tht's always the trouble, people always
gobreasonsy-got to resist, Well you go on, cause I have to resist too."
And I wanted to ask him why, I've always wanted to ask him, but he

, and before I could ask him, he walked away, and then I
thought, well why did I have to. And he walked away. We got to be
sort of goodfriends, too, in a funny way. I spent about 49 days
up there, every t ime trouble started, he'd automatically come to
me, and @kx he'd say -- "now this is what we gonna give you," this,
this and this. And this is what we want from you.,"

I tgot to thepoint where we really, like it became intriguing,
you know, he's gonna give you this, we'll give you that, and you give
us this and you give us that. Hed always resort to his last tactics,
when he thought that we were being, you know, we wouldn't listen to
him, And once tactice he was gonna do, was throwing peoplexkxkk in
the hole. He did thisonce.

Q: Solisary?

A:xkmdxx Solitary confienement, yeah. And he &rRkx threw
Hank Thapmaxx Thomas in the xka hole who wasin the cell next to me,
and I started shaking the bars, becuase Hank, can't remember what it
was, it was some protestor something, and I called him back, and I
said, "now, whatyou want?®"I said, "Sheriff, now you threw Hank in
the cell, in the hole?"

And he said, "Yeah, and he gonna stay there."

I said, "Well, sheriff, you got to put me inthehole too," He

couldn't understand. "Now what's wrong with you, I haven't done
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anything to you. Now that's between me and that boy, down there."

I said, " X#KY¥ Yeah, Bikx but I thi-nk gm#$x you weren't fair,
Sherriff, "

He said, "well, if I'm unfair, it's between me and him,"
I safid, "No, Sherrif, as long as that's between you and me. I t's
between you and everybody else in the world.," And he said, "you
r eally mean you want to go to the hole?" I said, "Yeah."
He sald, "opan up the door." When he opened up the door, everybody
Xexx else banged on the door, and said we all got to go to the hole,
He couldn't believe this, so he packed everybody in the hole, you
know. A good thing he let us out, because I don'tthtnk that we could
have taken it, you know, X£x we could hardly breathe, not enough
water, when we came out, you know, everybody was back in the cell,
he said, you know , I think you crazy! And I looked through and
smiled, and I said, "WNo, no, Sheriff, you don't think I'm crazy,
you think I'm too smart for you." He said, "no, you're not smart,
you're not smart, you're ignorant." And then we madxwent onto have
a couple of conversations, thatdidn'tamount to very much. Except
that one time, when I was leaving, he took thepleasure of getting
me out, And he calledxm&x my name last, and opened up thecell door,
and he said, "I'm glad to seeyou go. " He said, "ARe you glad to be
going?" I said, "No, I'm gonna miss you Sher iff, " He said, "I'm

gonna miss you too, all the trouble you caused me, "

I sald, "I'llp robably be back, Sheriff, " He said, "Well,
I'm not goin anywhere, I'll still be here. And besides, " he said,
in a very sad voice, I wish you all would just leave everythingalone."
And Sheriff Justsort ofnodded. And I wanted to say, "Well
I crat$-de-can't do that, " but I didn't, I just walked out.

But thatwas the only eem-piigabien-xx@mm confrontation I had with white
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sou therners. And I really got to see thatoutside of a mob, alone,

they were jsb-iike--just like, you know, we were, outside the mob.

I can go on freedom rides, with people around me, and I can say --

oh yes, nothing is gonna happen to us, when you get alone, and

you're si*tting in that stool by yourself, and somebody's behind you,

and you hear knife clicking , hot coffee being poured down-yeuw-basky-

People's back, in one minute you're isolated, and you're alone,

you raxx really begin to feel, why am I here, when is it gonna end,

but just before that first punch, just beforeyou get hit, you know,

that little period there, just before , when tensions are built,

and you can't control your stomach, and it's Jumping, and you start

hink--thinking overandover again, I think, you know, maybe that's

the way it is, when you're really alone. When you really want to sit

down and talk to people, when you really got to say, let's just sit

down and talk this out, Sheriff Tyson, just me and you, and let's

see, you know, where are we going from here. And &hkx hgogay, well

you can't do it, you always wonder why , why can't I sit down and

talk with SheriffTyson. Why can't Charlie Evers, ¥ sit down and talk

» ledgar Evers sit down and talk to him, you xalways wonder why, wiy.

Well, after I got out of jail, I wen to New York City for abouttwo

weeks,and my father and mother told me, thisis it, you know, you're

finished, you've done your part, end it, forget it, a week later

I found myself in Nashville, TEnnessee, star ted voter registration

at the end of thesummer, and went jnto mississippi, with

liberty, voter registration., From then on, its just been.
Q: Thats just where Allen was just lately killed.
A: From then on, it's just been. There are other developments,

since Jjust a summer apart. There are a lot of developments,

in that I you know, began to find out that a lot of people who were
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Just talking about civil rights, are jumping on thebandwagon.

Q: Who had been just talking about it,

At Who were now talking about it, you know,

@ 3 But not acting, you mean?

A: No, even if they'reacting, tkaxakk&r one of thethinsgs that
kerexkbx bothers me, is that I'm all for demonstrations, but I think
that people are beginning to haveradical demonstations, or eadical
a ctions without radical thoughts, like you guestion the proposal of
bussing people back and forth to Harlem.

Q: Yes,

a; And you say, well, if I speak out against that, you know,
Negroes will think thatI'm betraying them. I don't honestly believe
this. You know.

Q: In thebussing system,

a; Yes, Forsome-pe¥serny-a-whi- white person, a white person
will say to you, well, what's your opnion, what would you say? you know,
so you say to him, well, you can't say yes - cause you know.

Q: I was going to ask you about it.

A: That's justthe question that's been bothering me, youcan't
say well}l, youknow, it's nonsensical, and are you gonna say to them,
you know, these Wegroes don't know what they're talking about. You
know, cause so many Negroes . Well, I'1ll tell you. I'm against
it. I think it's silly, I think it doesn't solve the problem,
because 1in about 10, 15 years, most of New York City will be all-Negro,
so what you gonna do, bus kids in from Pughkeepsie? That's not gonna

solve the problem,

Q: Washington, D.C., has to go to West Virginia, now.

For balancing.

A: That's right, that's nonsense,

Q: Somexme&x Negpees, of course, say it's merely a matter of
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a tactical device, to dramatize the situation.

a; Yeah, but it's not solving any issues. I €'s not solving
the issues., I'm all for dramatizing issues, but you're gonna dramatize
them, you hope they will be solved. I don't think you dramatize issues
to dramatize issues.

Q: Are there two separate issues ® in thés matter oflew York,
ne being the quality of theschools,

a; Now that would be a good issue.

@t So that's clear that there are inferior schools, there's
no gquestion aout it.

a; I agree with that, because I've worked in Harlme, and I
know the schools, I would agree, ifthey would sayk, now the schools
are you know, we send thepoorest teachers, the schools arerun down,
etc., etc. Now, I'll agree to all that., If you were to dramatize that
and ask forthose issues. But now when you bringin the question of
bussing kids, it seems to me you're being unfair, because I think, mou
know, let'sface it, Harlem is no picnic ground, you know, I don't
think that Harlem is a place for race rioting. But one thing that
Dick Gregory says-ib-dees-does say, it's very funny but very true,
is that you don't hav a race riot, you don'thave a bad neighborhood,
or a neighborhood that's, because @ black people are living there,
want white follks come in there, they get beat up., I s not a bad
neighborhood just because whitefolks get beat up, because Negroes
get beat up in the neighbhorhood too. The Negroes get beat up in
Harlem all thetime, so just because you're white and get beat up, it
doesn't mean that all the Negroes are beating up white pepple. It's a
bad neighborhood, let's face it, you know, whatever conditons thereare,
hab---W-yhatever produces it, it is . And you can't really and truly
ask anybody to send their kid inthere.

Q: There's another argument, on this side, on the side ofthe



- -
Pussing, given by Negroes. Allright, we suffer, we want thewhites
then to suffer some too, and if he wzre& would send his children to our
S'chool, the white children should share the suffering, spread the
suffering around. Even at theexpense of a 10 year old child,
getting bussed two hours a day out ofhis life.

A: That's nonsense. Plain nonsense. You can't, I don't
g0 for through suffering, comes redemtddn. I don't go amm along with
that,

Q: Tois vengful sufferingtoo, this sayjng, let's pass
something to the white man, make his children suffedr too, by being

hauled around.

A: That's a problem when people mEX Jump on thebandwagon,

And the funniest thing is to watch the &y&xx riseof thelluslims in
America., Now theXmuszXx Muslims, when I used to go to Harlem, used
to stand on the corner on the stepladdeldr, and yell and scream and
seéy-nensensey-the same nonense they're yelling and screaming now,
C. Erick Lincoln,whom I don't thiknk is a very intelligent man,

Oor even competent research, that other book Black Nationalism by

» 1s a way better book,
d: Much more thoughtful,
A: Yeah, it's a competent book, I read his book in 1960,
he came to o speak to us, the man is ignorant.
Q: XKX You mean Lincoln?

a; Yeah, Lincoln. Yes, and the white press read thebook,
Somebody got scaeed, and they said, wow, we're not even aware ofthis.
And they started writing inthe white press, &izkx., Dick Gregory said
something else kxx that's very funny. Malcom X never knew thathe
had 200,000 followers until the New York Xkkma Times toldhim so.

The Muslims got respectable, they got off to Staten Island, they put

R-biesxERXK on ties and jackets, and they became famous. Everybody is
i b i e s s G e (e N e e B oy s i R
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1s afraid to say the Muslims are full of beans. Nobody says this.

The Muslims arefull of beans, they're never gonna get a sepamate state.
That 's nonsense, They are switching one god to the other god, they
talking aboutAllah, and everything they're talking, xakgxmm has no
solution to the problem . All of a mudden, Malcolm X started , began
tobe invited to speak on all issues, on the , see, I went to hear
Malcolm X, I knew Malcolm personally, and I told him, you know,

You talk, you keep your talk, and you cansay what you want, I don't
even think thatyou put me in a betéer bargaining positon atix all,

you know, because youdon't say amxkkikmrg.anything. Doesn't say anything.
cverybody isafraid to attack him, The funniest thing I read was

an article by Miller on the west coast, fellow, vice presdident

of the N.A.A.CP., wrote an article in THE NATION, about two years,ago,

called a Farewell to White Akkx Liberals. Which was a ridiculous article.
X¥X® up goodbye

He got peoopedxm with this black nationalism, and said yeu-eeuid-buy-

Mte liberals, we ®Rkmkk don't needyou, you don't do anything for us.
ghwgx shows the article is ridiculous, and everybody started,

t he N.A.A.C.P. put out prints, reprinted it, and passed it all over the

¢ oujntry, ridiculous. When they were att acked by Malcom X, instead of

standing on ground, they told him, absolved, and said -- we're frienss.

You know, people just jump on band wagons. That's one of the things

you have to worry about. Seg, the ones that move in, become sueeessggl;

accepted, then you've got to worry about it, because people don't really

look for real solutions any more,.

Q: Well there are a variety of types of leadership clearly in

this, and y different competing %$»euwpsy-yeuw-groups, youknow, that's
Rixx only natural, I suppose. But what is your diagnosis, as to this
division of leadership and division of mawamx policy. How BZEXXEMEX

serious 1sthis as a danger to themovement?
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A: I think it will become more serious, I &kimk was in
Cambridge and Princess Anne this weekend, and Gloria just got the
food surplus things to come in, and while I was at the house, about
five white people called, anonymously, and they said, you know,

I don't play your racial stuff, I'm not for it, but I'm real glad
that you got yeurseif-seme-the surplus food, because see, surplus
food is gonna be distributedonan integrated basis, they said we've
been needing this for a long time,

And gia Gloria would , and affger they said that, "well,
dtid-yeuwoudl you speak out?" And they said,"well, I can't you know,"
But it proved one khikmgyxthing, it does prove that people are beginning
to seex@gam beyond all of this. Beyond, Really getting, what I
consider, at thereal issues. you know,xkhak the Eastern shore is
dastardly poor. The eastern shore is dastardly pooor. And if white
ae@ix people can realy come out and say to Gloria, yeah, we're with you
A-%Ab--on this issue, it may mean thkakx thebreaking ground formore
issues. And all the people who are splitting, for instance,what's
that xkxyy guy, Moore, in Philadelphia, what is all this clan
nonsense about, What is it gonna solve , and you wonder, you know,
if #px peopleare really opportunistic, you know, and that's something
Chat bothers, I think, a lot of people that are honest about the
movement, you know, makes you wonder, you know,

Q: Do you know the Reverend Galamison

AR: Galamison from & Brooklyn?

Q: Yes

A: Yeah, I know him,

Q: You know him personally?

a; I've met him once. I don't think he's a very intelligent

leader., See, ifyou're really sdrious about it, it seems to me you've
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got to think about whether or not youre opportunist ic. It bothers
mea lot. If I see mwy name in the paper, I'm not sorry it's there.
You know, Whem Robert Penn Warren writes me and says he wants to
I'm not sorry

interview/he wants to inter view me, I sort of feel good. I mean,
you gotxmmto wonder, well, which comes first, you know, the seeing,
or that, Yourve got to take that seriously, because if I'm saying a
BXXXXXXXX lot ofthings, that maybe you wegg?nginew, you know, that
isn't really true, you're just saying thatbecause people want to hear
it, and youmamx don't want to do that, ifyou're really looking few---
ye-dot¥-id---y0-dot--- to solve issues., One of the reasons why we

Bob
respect X/ is because he doesn't do mkakx that. He doesn't do that,

he says what he believes. You know, right or wrong, accept or not
accept it, not right or wrong. Accept it or not accept. He's gonna
say what he ©Delieves., -He-deegnlt--

Q: He doesn't close up the official fund, as it were,
he will state it to his own position. Without worrying about tactics
of it, or theconsequences of it,

A: That's one of the things that we have to be worried about.
And the trouble is, that you get an opportunist, and he becomes
rhetorician, he says thing £hat are gonna appease people, he's not gonna
really look for solutions. Now, &%x everybody is all hepped about this
busing thing, in New York, and they never solve anything. What is it
gonna solve? I want to know.

Q: You think it isjust a test ofxlam power on an issueas
immediate as an issue?

A: I wonder if it's not just thatsome m&kxm people are really
beginning to feel, you know, Negboes are really nice, let's get on there,

¥ ou know, You wonder what are the me&mx poli tical connections, beyond

everthing. I always wondered about that, I no longer.
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Q: Now, are you talking about Negroes joining up, or are
Whites joing up.

a; I'm talking aboutNegroes, Talking aboutNegroes,

Q: The questions of whites too, joining up, in the civil rights
movement , because it has a kind of fashion, or a kind of winning team,

a; It certainly does, t here's no doubt about it, you mean,
you're very suspicious about whitepeople, in the movement, youalways

Why is she here,
wonder why., / But it really bothers you when you startgetting
EZX susplcious about Negroes, that's been developing more andmore.
You know, I get very afraid if I read thename of one person over andover
gain, who's saing nothing, essentially nothing, he's got thepress
following him around, and he's saying actually nothing, You wo ry
whether or not they ever read anything, you know, I've heard people get
p-and-saup and talk about the civil rights, bill, and they've never read
the civil rights bill., Now how can youdo that? How can do you do
that ?

Orthey get up and they give & their opinion about what's
going on in Mississippi and they've never been there,. And it all
rps-bask-b6--runs back to thesame thing, it's those dirt} old white
people, you know. I know white people. If they just give us equality
rRéaeu¥----and our freedom, you know, it's a funny thing, ifyou ask
somebody what they mean by freedom now.

q; Well, tht's one of thequestions one is asked always, what
is meant by freedom now?

A: Ask them, what is freedom now, youwant it now, what do you
a#k2x want? The other nonsense, most nonsensical thing, I've ever heard
in my life is preferential preatment for Hegroes.

Q: In whatsense2x would you argue that?

A: Number one, it doesn't solve any problem, because you're

mixge not gonna get the government, to give you preferential treatment,
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num er two, that the Negroes & who are getting preferential treatment,
are Negroes who dont need it. Who? IBM is gonna give Negpoes
gonna hire
preferential treatment? Theyre not gonna hire Negroes wkzaxgthey're /
eempetensr--Negroes who are competent. They have to, Who's gonna get
preferential treatment. Isthe 1labor industry gonna get preferential
treatment, does the person on welfare get preferential treatment,
how are yougonna do it. Canxzm youget the government, to put through
a8 mass preferential treatm§nt, the answer 1s clearly no,
a; I have talked with the president of an insurance company,
a white insurance company, in the south, who volunteered this to me,
he said, -- I'm swinging to the policy of preferential treatment for
Neproes. I think we have to do this, to takeup the slack, give special
training and as a choice, take the Negro, and as a matter of social
tacties, he saild, to take up theslack,we have to do this. He's a man
Of very high position in the business.
X RXXX A: And 1s he afraid that his business might ee boucotted,
d: Nox, he is not, he's » says this is a policy, he's not
advertising thepolicy, he says this 1is a pOlicy I believe in, as a matter
of social good., he says it's a matter of general social good.
To give preferential treatment .
A: Or-axl@e--1 feél on a braod basis tht can & never work.
Because what you'd be doing on a broad basis, is putting white people
out of jobs.

q; Yes. sure, sure, and itbecomes another problem,

A: Trakkxx Dr, believe that too, now @&wx how do you

get out of the hole?

Q: As I wasxgkkx sittikng in a cafe in Cambridge, the day before
Jyesterday, three or four white men, two of them unemployed, came in
at the counter, and one said -- I haven't worked in six weeks, and

the other said -- I know why, your face is not black.
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A: See, now what's it's doing.

Q: Whether it's true or not, there, I'm sure it's not
true, but the point , this is the talk at the lunch counter.

A: And when they are backed up into that corner, it seems to me,
t he onl y thing left for them to say, what they have been saying,
which I don't agree with, is that =-- well, the reason why we need it
i1s becausewe've been so long oppressed, you know.,

Q: Back pay.

a; Yeah, back pay, you know. You owe us this.

I t's a drip right Rex now from the lMuslims, you know,R@X you owe us
dues, I don't know that anybody owes me anything. You know, I can't
pREx¥xx hold you guillty, And I don't want you to hold me guilty.

that the
For what my fatherdid. I don't believe in the bible, gmX guilt of &
the father is involved in the children.

@: Consequencesdo follow thechildren

A: They certainly do.

Q: ot guilt, consequences,

a; I agree with the consequences, but I don't think that
you syould be made to pay the consequences of the act, of someone else,
The o ther problem is there are a lot ofwhite people who just don't
give a damn, one way orthe other, about civil rights.

Q: Yeah, I'm sure,

a; And they're gonna be paying for it. In otherwords, dad
youwant to make people pay, I'll go alongwith you if you can get me
the right people. You know. If you say this , so and so shot your
friend, well, then you say -- let's go kill him, well, I might think,
well that's okay, we'll go % kill him, you know. But if yousay tome,
S and so got killedyaxWdx ,a nd one of those people did it, let's

g0 XXxx kill them. It's kine of for me to go xXXx should

go kill just anybody.
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qs This really is a very very k important question ®£x in my
mind,and one that's really worrying me, I'll tell you about it,
In my long session with Mr, Evers, he said over andover again,
and I playedthetape back a few days ago, to be sure it's exactly
wht he said, he said -- vholence and bloodshed solve nothing. We must
think of the future, build a society that we can all live in., White

and black. Birmingham was -- that's a direct quote.®

kkexe These XXx lines like them, with the notion of nonviolence,
all sorts of pressures, short of arbitrary reprisals,

Now a week later, that was the 17th of Februar$yx, he made a

reported

sxg@&ak speech in Xaxx Nasvhille. Now, X%k3x this was ef-eeuw¥se-on the
dont page ofthe Nashville paper, and I've got, I was there on the
17th, had to leave town, before his speech. I didn't hear his speech.
But, this advocates nonselective reprisals, reporters write this down,
see, accordihg to the reporters, Now I don't trust any paper.
Kaximgx Having been thevictim of it myself. So I , unless I was there,
I won't & takeit, He says -- if a Negro 1s shot in Mississippi, we
will shoot a white man, not one that's guilty, or not one & who has a
symbolic role, any white man,

Next, if chiirch is bombed with childrey, we will bomb a white
church withchildren., Direct quote.

Now I wr ote him a letter, after we'd had our tape, I played

disturbed

it back, myself, and I'm eeneevned by this shift of view. He's not
t he kind of man who says something to me, and then says something else
you know, doesn't play to an audeience. Some change of thinking taking
place, some change in « 1 haven't heard from him, but I can't
print , just an interview with me, without referenceto this, it
would look stupid on my part. I want something side and make this out

to be -- an explanation, I hope that he will will give me a letter,
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so I amx can explain, account for the shift of view. I haven't heard
from himyet, I've been away. But I @as deeply disturbed by this.
This shift, and I don't quite,I don't understand it. If this man
sa~¥--is a k3@ responsible man in a responsible position. What he
advocated then, in his Nashville speech, quite clearly, not by implicatior
but quite clearly, nonselective reprisal, And I was really troubled
by this, on many counts.

A: I might agree with them, if violence and bloodshed
1tself, as a act per se may not solve anhthing. But I think the
Onsequences involved in some bloodshed, weutd--may wake people up.
I think that in many cases it is inevitable.

q; Well, I think there is grave danger of its happenigg, I

think there is no question about that. KMEEx But that is different

from nonselective reprisals.

XRxxXx A: I'm not sure that I agree fully with him on the
faét that bloodshed and vidlence solve nothing, It's true, that
BirminghH!M, Alabama, was disastrous, etc, etc. Ekx but it's also
because of Birmingham, Alamabama, there's a civil rights bill in
Congress. So we're not gqubie-surequite sure that it was Jjust you know
nothing else, Unfortunate that U4 children had to die. But itwould
hve bemn more unfortunate if some Hegro had bombed another chiirch wi th
other four children, I would think. I would have to think that, because
y ou would be getting &k theright four children,

Q: There are no right four children.

A: Right,-The¥els--That's true,. True,

Q: Of any shade, complexion in the world.

a; Youk# wouldn't be getting the people who committed the act,
ngwayxx anyway, and I'm not sure that I believe in capital punishment.

So my whoel thinking is very shaky on the bombing of those four kids.

Because I thought, you know, John Donne says thst the death of any man
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diminishes me because I'm involved in that . I read that
hen-Ii-when I was a sophomore in high school, and simple-ERaE-simpiy-—-
it took me until I was about a sophomore in college, m& to really
Understand what he meant, to really believe it, I do believe it, but
I tholught k&x when those kXx kids in Birmingham,bombed, that -- yeah
I'm dimihished, but they died for one reason, that's because theywere
black, You know what it means, we're black, and that means I can die
too just because I'm black, you know, and that dimimssi-diminishes me
even more, Because that lays thethreat very very close. See, and
the fact that 6 million Jews died in GNrmany is a horrible thing,
Doth intellectually and emotiopally , but it's more horrible if you
were a Jew, and it's even more horrible ifyou're living in Ge rmany at
the time, ggx the Jews are being illed. S0 it becomes more horrible
for me. Because I am black.

q; It's bound to be more horrible, no way for it to be
different.

A:xxRxxI can't see, I've heard Charlies say a number of ridiculous
things, I get critizing. Huk But I don't know, I can't see
someone sayingsomething like that,

Q:

But I was disturbed, in many ways, because of the
inconsistency here, between the two things. Things are fluid. People
do changey their views because situations change. And I doh't know
what the line of events between the 12th of F?baéay-February and the
17th.

XM:A: Let's see, when did thatgirl get hitby thecar in

Q: That was earlier. That was earlier. I got there on the
9th, 8th or 9th, it wasz I think on the 7th that the riot occurred in
Jackson Colletge, and he was x&EkXRg then getting thestudents off the

street,
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A: Yebh, I remembrer tha t,.

Q: And he was under criticism among some of the younger people,
because he had not let them demonstrate.

A: I disagreed with his position at that time.

Q: Several times, some people say, we want a big blowup, real
riot, and then get the guard out . This would be a
with a big _ . And therefore we whould have let it run its
BXERZXEX course, whenever R theblood . Smme said, I'm guarding
this, !rs. Richrdson said - if it had been taken off the streets, they
should have had a nonviolent session right away, with the song,
and prayers andexplanatdon of the purpose and go right back out

v0 there could be
Nonviolent ly/ There would be no bottling up of and confusio

of motion,

But send them off the street, and nothing more, There are
Several lines of criticism on hispolicies, you know, his behavior.
Now, I asked him, I said, in relating , is it xezaXfedf related to the
pressure that you're under , or because of that event. Now this is
Axfmx an impertinent question, but X it is because the other questions
w ere asked.

as See, there are all sorts of problems with Negro leaders.
See, A lot of them don't really seriously think about the problem.

Qx&Rx:Beg pardon?

ay; They don't really seriously think aboutthe problem,
the whole problem of segregation, see. frakk That's something you've
gExkax kaxkaxx got to watch. Merely because someone goes to jail,
17 million times, or merely because someone;s brother is shot, there's
no reason why he should be selected to be a leader, it seems to me.
Should select leaders because they have good prorams, because they

show you some way that is likely tosolve the solution. Just because
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ky® they've been to jmax akx jail, and the've got good hard, you know,
__ Dbelieve it, 1I've bemn very disturbed about that, because a lot
of people are coming into bloom as leaders, because they're sahing a
lot of things. I was very wo rried aboutthat speech at

Q: NASHVILLE?

a; No, the one I did at theNonviolent Seminar,

Q: Oh, yes, at Howard Unigersity.
The one I heard.

A: Yes, right, I have a tape of that, and it seems 1like I
was really getting the point of trying to convey thatizxrmex Negroes
don't really all love white people. I decided, I was saying that,
to cognter act a lot of things that Nelson and King was gonna say
that night, you know, that ®rX nonviolence is the way -- that's not
true. You know, that we have to show whitepeople thelove, it seems
to me that tht's not true. I think the issue of nonviolence is very
important in the question of solving certain things, It's not true that
it's bring us closer together and make us love each®& other, so that
if it does in certain cases, I'm not going to deny this.
Eddie &i%x Dickerson, wkx from Cambridge , Marylnand, a white fellow,
two years ago, dragged me off a stoolk, and kicked me in the stomach
E® about 7,8 , 9 times. Really game me a good roughing up, one of
the roughest times I've ever spent, was at the mercy of his hand.
The same night he came back to church, apologized, said he was sorry,
and started working inthe movement. About the last summer, he was
the féllow who a white owner was smashing the eggs over his head, the
white restaurant owner, hkzxwag and kicking , he was thesame feldow.

Q: What's his background. Is he an intelligent man, of
education

A: No., he's not,
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Q: No education., But intelligent,

A: Well, I thinkxekhe's , I yo rry about people who
can switch just kkakx like that.

Q: Well, Paul and Paul, you know, Luther,

A: He doesn't have formal education, he's , he decided that
you know, he was wrong, he didn't have any wxx right to beat us up,
and he apolokgized xmgra to me peérsonally, and stre tched out his
hand, and I wouldnt take it, you know, I was sore. Somebody doesn't
Come over and stamp on you and then offer the hand to shake. Well,
Tinally I took, and he startted outand he said, you know, I'm not here
o join you. He said, but I just want to tell ®&Mx you, that the next
time you're out there, you know, I won't bexke leading the mob,
Because I don't think this was right, Now this happened personally
to me twice. It happened once in Nashville, when a white fellow did
the same khikmgy thing, and we all went to jatl, and the fellow did
go to jail too. And he said, you know, I was wrong, and he said,

"I doh't believe in what you say, and youcan't change my mind, I'm
gonna be a segregationist till I die, But I dakXkx don'tthink I should
have been out there doing what I was doing." ®ax Okay, that's agreed,
I agree, okay, that's okay wi th me, that's fair grounds, he sald,
"now, dont expect me to talk to you if you come out there next week
and I'm in the crowd, I'1l try not to be there, but if I'm there,
don't expect me to say &mix hellomxx to you, or don't expect me to

try and stop them, cause I'm not gonna do it. Tha s their business

w hat they do." And I, the next week, he came back to the church,

he didn't show up for thedemonstration, he came back, and he said,

he was pretty diturbed about 1t, he thought there must be a better way.

And he joined. We got him out oug Cambridgeg and sent him to New York,
to CORE, and CORE gave him some sort of nonviolent training.
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Q: This was a Naskiille man, or the man from Cambridge:

A: From Cambridge, ___ Dickerson, right. And I saw him
early thisfall, and spoke to him for a while, he was working , still
working with CORE, I haven't seen him since, But he's beome a strong
person in the movement, but those are only exceptional cases,

I don't think it's gonna teach people through nonviolence.
AS a tactic it's very useful.

Q: Well you rEx are planning to talk to people through
nonviolence,

A: But a lot more people we've got to face.

Q: ¥es, but how mix much, how much do these two cases mean,
there-'s no telling what bhey-me-they mean, is there really? Behind

A: You see, it seems to me &HEx that nonviolence, is worth
while for about 4 or 5 reasons. The first one, was that you know,
the south didn't & know how to deal with this, there was always
publicity, and white people heard about it, The second thimpg, was
that we didn't haveto justify ouracts, you know, the white liberal
element will justify all our a cts for us. We're just students sitting

and reading a book. The white liberal element, and even the

I cna't think ofhis name, I was trying to refer to it in the beginning,
who spoke, I think he's on the Richmond Times, he w rote an article,

he saw a sit-in, you know, and he said, this is exactly what I saw,

and then he said, these Negroes came into the store,he is a
segregationist, he believes in&mx separation of the races, and he
said, but the very end, he said, you know, there's one thingthat

wmak& bothered me, he said, I saw those students sitting very very
still, vry very quiet, not doing anybody any danger, except they

had no right to be there, and khk&r they' re the inferior race, he said.
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"Then I saw thexzxmmrkx superior race!] he sadg,"my fellow whites,
yelling and taunting, and spitting and acting like animals. "
And he ended the mrfixk editorial.

So they had to justify our acts, because they had to admit,
that even though we were wrong, the officer should arrest us and let
it go at that. But see, thesouth is getting smart now, it's not
doing it any more, in many caseg, it's not gonme be so, they're getting
smart, they're maneuvering fkawm through more courts, they're putting
MRH you in x}awx jail for long periods of time, and charging tremendous
bonds, money we won't be able to get out, and will make all sorts
of legal procedures now, so they're beginning to deal and manipulate
ikh you., On your grounds. The other reason I think why nonviolence
Works, 1s because you had small core of students, you had small
core of students through Congress of R¥ecial Equality, from N.A.A.C.P.,
and were all well disciplined, well trained students. iow you're
not having thatany more. You didn't hae it in Alba ny, youdidn't
have it in Cambridge, you didn't have itin Birmingham, you didn't
have ih in Jackson.

a3y Ill trained, or not trained

A: Not at all trained, you're having a mass movement , see,
and talking about, this is gonna be a mass movement. But it
wasn't, you had about the same students kkakkzxaxx that I saw in
New York on a picket line, were the same s;udents I saw in Mississippi
b ehind bars, see, and the same people I saw in Cambridge, but now
there's a whole town ofCambridge inwolved, and you can tell that whole
town of Cambridge to be nonviolent. 1In Mississippi it's not just
three or four students on a bus ride, you're getting thousands of
ggggizte to go down and register and vote, and you can't tell them

when somebody shoots into their house, not to shoot back. See.
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Q: Shooting back is very different frolm assassination

R in reprisal.

A: Yeah, well I don't hold out for assassiation as reprisals.
I don't know, I haven't

Q: It's a very different act,

a; It is certainly is.

Q: Dr. adn I were sitting there every night, with
the rifle through the window, I stuck there wi © him, I mean,
through a long session, at thewindow, so I know what's ahppening,

A: I know tht, I know that. But it seems to me,
that when you have a whole town like Cambridge, how can you discipline
them? to be nonviolent, you know. What areyou gonna say to the
People? You don'thave the right to demonstrate, and you feed them
Pecause you're not nonviolent, you're not disciplined? This isone
of the hardest arguments, we used to RixkrkxxgRix fight with us in the
movement, when it first started, was the people demanded that you
wear a shirt and tie, kaxg@ and a suit, to go in a city, and I
refused to do 1t, and the ultimate question was, are you gonna tell
me that I can't demonstrate for my freedom? So those decisions
you're gonna have to make. Background ce rtainly.

a; Organizationand discpifne required in just any movement,

whatsoever,

a; Certainly. So theproblem, is this movement so developed

that it can discipline people, I don't think it is. I
Q: What's thenext move, then?
A: Wel}, then, I don't know,
Q: The next move, organizationally speaking. As leadership.
A: Well, see, it's a problem. I thoughtabout that quite

a bit, you know, how do you get axx leaders of a movement, how did you
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a John Lewis,. A couple of people sat down and voted for him,

A couple sat down and voted for James Farmer, and a couple of people
sat down adn voted m for Roy Wilkins. Now when these people voted for
them, they said , now thisis your leader. The kids in Atlanta heard
John Lewls, speak, and they liked him, and they said, well, I'll
follow him, They didn't say it verbally, as a matter of fact, they
had a silent vote. They didn't say I oppose him, nzg-ééd-they accept
Nim, And that was all there was to it. Same thing with Roy Wilkins.

conflict
Now _ / arises because John Lewis says to Roy Wilkins, well we don't
think the courts aregonna do it. Wethink we have to get m&x out on the
streets. And we think we have got to push hard. And conflict arises
When Roy Wilkins says -- no. The people have to say, well who you

gonna listen to. And problem arises, what are the people in D&groit
gonna do, they're gonna listen to Roy Wilkins about what to do in
Atlanta, or are they gonna listen to John Lewis about what to do in
Atlantaz, Wegot all sorts of problemsk creep-ng in, asto what is to
be done.

Q: That's part ofthe history of wxmaex every movement.

A: Yes. And the other things that you've got to X3kBRY worry
about is something that has been bothering me, is that yau're gonna
start getting politics inside of the movement , and that's bad,

Q: Don't you have it alreaDy?

A: B ut itis developing, it's really heightenkng, now, and
1t becomes veBy very bad, because once you have politicking here, you
begin to lose focus, from whibed--without, And that's bad, see.

The real way, I think, to become a leader, is to develop a good program,
and present it tothepeople. I think ifyou got a good program, people
follow you. If you make sense, Cause that means you'vexggixx got to

start attacking all the xa&x rhetoricians, you know.

Q: Now some people, I think it's thesecretgary of the N.A.A.C.P.
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said, I think I'm not sure k it's he, said, that the trouble in
demonsteations kewyx now, is that the element of overreadhing, each
one must be more dramatic than theone before. It's like American
adverstiing. That the rational pressure is not the problem mow,

of maint&ining the rational pressure, or the goals, but making each
one stupendous, more stupendous, and superstupendous. XRx You are
avgh$t-~-caught in an advertising w escalator, which is an irrational
force operating within the movement.

as; I think it's not only within the movement, I ki%mr think it
has to do a lot without themovement, too. For instance, four ye=ars
ago, if three little students pulled a sit-in, everypaper inthe
seupry—--country would be there,. Now, if about 500 students pulled
a sit-in, nobody comes.

Q: This is a part of the general quality of American
civilization and America in general,

At Itcertainly is.

Q: To get theattention, you have to put on a kXgRzr bigger
and bigger show. The movement is a victim then of the whole American
psychology of collossal.

a; Tell them one prson got killed, that doesn't make a
difference, you know, If three other people get killed, again,
won't make a difference, cause 6 have already been killed, gonna have
to get 10, See. You have to gkxixx get 10.

@: This then raisesthe question of coldblooded Machievelian,
manipulation, of risks and drama and violation., Doesn't it.

A: The qguestion is, who makes the final decision.

Q: It raises that question, thelogic of violence begkns

to emerge in ke&m terms of this process, doesn't it. The danger

of violence,
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A: The question still boils down, who makesthefinal decision.
Q: Yeah.
a; And if you do make it, how will you know tht the people
will follow you, -bhat-is-That is a problem,
Now I think, my own personal feeling on Mississippi, is that you got

to keep pushing people to register to vote, got to pushing now,

you can't back out. But the whites are gonna start pushing back
too. And then what's gonna happen. Now, if you reallly being
Donest with yourself, yourll say -- well, the strong very very strong

Xxxxkxx possibility of violence, and you know it, Especially if

you went to you know, we've been shot at, and youax can say you
kKnow it could happen. You say well, should we stop. If you are
SRRB == ———— £--ponna avoid violence, then the way to avoid violence,

is for you to stop. Since nobody else is going to enforce this.

Q: Yes. Yes. The question of violence doesn't mean the
surrender of the issue, does it.

A: No it dmgmx doesn't mean it., But the other question is

Now, if we stop this tactic, what other a tactic can we use,

that will be as effective. Jow you can't deny the fact that
publicity is a great help in Rke&x the muvement, You can't deny
that fact,

Q: Sure,

A: It certainly is.
these are the facts
Q: Yet bhe-faet that we have a climate of opinionamong the
white people of the country, the movement can succeed.
A: And that is why it becomes essential thatyou don't
start t alking preferential treatment, because that little fellow

in Cambridge, Maryland, says -- well, that's cause your face isn't

black -- means what he says, and in the long run, he's gonna not

even hate Negroes because he hated them before, hEx for bne of the
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traditional redsons, R yeah but now he has something real to hate
them for, they're putting him out of his job. Now 1t becomes
an issue, See. Now they're gonna be fighting in the streets.

And they're gonna be fighting over jobs.

Q: Yes, that's,this comes at a time of unemployment.
Becomes really another picture entirely.

A: The other thing, the poverty is becoming popular,
everybody's talking about poverty. So evrybody talks about it,
Nobody sits and introduces a prograg, to solve the issues.

Q: How much 1is this matter a class matter and an economic
matter ,xkRex behind thescreen of race. The race issue.

A: Well, when I was in high school, I thought everything
was economics. I was a freshman in college, 8 I was convinced
everything was economics. When I found I was a sophomore, in college,

sociology g dept.,
G. FPanklin Edwards, Dr. Ldwar ds,/had a tkxkgie t alk with me.

1
And we used totalk quite a bit, not only ecgﬁgmics, other reasons,
Xxx you know, If someone isn't realizing they're manipulating,
they don't know that their actions are motivated because someone
on top is motiating them and this one someone on top, that article

& that whats her name w rote in kkexmax THE NATION, about

intervention, power structure, and what they're talking about,

Q: Power structure has become a cliche now, Everybody uses
it.

A: Power structure, revolution, demonstrations, freedom now,
equality, indignity, are words that people just throw around wi thout
g8ilving seriousthought. Now, you talked about power structure,
let's isolate, let's Washigton D,C. 3. WEC. We decided to have a rent

strike in Washington , we want to work on it. A decision was made,
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Rumber-ene
num er one, because we think that there is need for eme mency
housingin thedistrict. gave a report to the Commision
on Housing, said there is no need. Now we feel that he 's wrong.
We documented. People have gone out and made surveys. We're
convinced among oursleves, thet there is a need. We need to have
rent controls in the district, because thereare none,
Q: What do you pay for rent in this apartment, may I ask?
A:  $77.50,
Q: Two rooms?
A: One little bedroom in back.
Q: That in clude your utilities.
A: Yes. This is a good apartment, and it's a good price in
Washington, D.C. The lady up the block, named _ ___ , pays
$90., , liveson the top floor,and you can walk to the door and look
rightat the .
Q@: Through the ceiling.
A: Right through the ceiling.It rains and it leaks all the
w aydown., Shepays $fx $90. Everybody else pays about $125. inthe
building, and it's clearly too much mo ney. IMiss Uler is on &
Welfare. The Welfare cases in the district, are handled vry very
badly. Because Congress handles everything. You start saying --
well, the way to solve this problem is to get g the rules and all
that, but you jme&x need home rule in he district, Xkkxbecause
x&r® whereeconomists cannot handle the problem of a gooing
metropolis, as Washington, D.C. Now you got to decide how you get it.
Yousay -- well, you can't get it through the courts, because
fy®x they've been tring that since 19 some odd years. So then you
decide, well, the other alternative, Xxx as we see 1t, is

have mass demonstrations, mobilizing people, dramatize the issues,
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now they-may-there may be other alternatives, I'm not sa-ing
there are not. But we see this one as the best. So you decide to go
out and have a strike. We talk about thepgx-pweer-s-pover structure,
talk about the realm estagge board. Because khx®k the real estate
board, clarly came out against home rule. Do you realize what it
When we're against
Means if you have home rule? /We say welii-get the power structure
in Washington, D.C., we're against the real estate board.
&k On that issue. Yousay youjre against other things, you're agasint,
Jou know, low wages in the District, for laundry workers, and you
are against the owners of thelaundries , clearly. I don't think
N\

gka@xx she's fair when she says we w don't know what we're talking
about whenwe talk about the power structure. I think that we ought

Within the
to you know, stop using those words, I agree with you., We-in-Hhe-

itself -i$sl-bime-for-the
movement XRx&FXRx 8re-goneerned-with-the-developmenb-in

start thedevelopmentxwmfxand defining of issues in terms clearly,
because you're not getting awaywith what you got away with before.
You've got to justify your own acts now, see. We've got to justify

a rent strike. If it was the sit-ins, liberal white elements
Justified it,we wouldn't be even asked, they'd jiig/ﬁiderStand why
you were dbing it, Isn'tit te wible. And you'd Jjust have to tell
about the horrible treatment you got. You no longer can do that.
You've got to tell thepeople in Cambridge, why they shouldn't vote
for an issue when you get into a thing, I agree wi%%oiii on this,

I thought t lmtwas a correct position. But mpou got to justify that.
hat'snot being done. Because s> I think it's being demanded that it
be done, And that's why civil rights groups are gonna be egfgzz
attack more and more. That's why preferential treatment will be
under attack. YOd've got to juskify kxkx preferential treatmente.

Q: Then 1t's more and more their responsibility, was not

present even two years ago.
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A: Absolutely right.

Q: Another kind of leadershimx s%xx is in order.

A: Right.

q; Witha @ more closely reasoned philosophy.

A: Yes, and someone who's really taking his homework
seriously, You can't just get your name in the papers any more,
Becaus« xamx the papers aren't gonna say you're a good guy, cause you
Ze a Negro. You know., X&xx They used to say that once. Now they
don't say it - you're not a good guy any more, as a matter of fact,
you're idiots.

@: Of course, the argument mrmxx is now, in some circles,
in which I move, a white man criticizes any Wegro's policy,
someone turns on him, some other white person, and says, you are
a no ther, you know,

as Bigot

Q¢ SOUTHERN bigot. This is another whole world of cliches.
You see. And social pressures arund XE¥X.,

A: ___in a mix,

Qs mix,

A: fix and a mix.

Q: Well, should &x we have some lunch?

THIS 1S TH E END OF TAPE TWO, OF CONVERSATION
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